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RICHARD GLOVER. 



1iJ"R. Glorer, the antbor of the relebra(e<I poeia of 
''-'-'- Leonidaa* was born in Loadon, and was Uie sun 
of John Glover, Esq. an enunent Ilamborgh merchant, 
who married Miss West, sister of tlie Rig^t Honourable 
Kicbani "West, Lord Chancellor of Ireland. Mr. 
Glover^ onde being in that high situation, it was ori> 
gioally intended that he dioald be brought np to the 
law ; bat the Lord Chancellor dying when his nephew 
was very yonng, the plan was altered, and be waa 
brought up to his iaiha** profesBloii. 

Mr. Glover, l^ a lady he married (^Css Nann) of 
the connty of Essex, and with whom lie received a 
connderable fortune, had throe children; a daughter, 
who died young; Captain Glover, who died in the ser- 
vice of Ids country off the island of Jamaica, coro- 
manding his Alajeaty's ship Janus; and Richard, liis 
sunriving son, who served in the List parliament for* 
the borough of Fenryn, in Cornwall. 

He received the whole of his edncntion, under the 
Rev. Daniel Sanscay, at Cheara school ; a pUce which 
he afterwards delighted to visit ; and so'ir.etimes attended 
the anniversary held of late years in London, where he 
seemed happy in relating lu3 juvenile adventin%s. At 
this seiniiuury he distinguished himself by the qnicknesf 
of his progress, and early began to exhibit specimens of 
bis poetical powers. 

As a merchant, he soon made a conspicuous fignre: 
but his commercial affairs did not occupy his whole 
attention ; he still found leisure to cultivate the study of 
poetry, ami continued to associate with those who were 
eminent in literature and science. One of his earllcstt 
friends was Green, th^ ingenion?, though obscure, author 
of that truly original poem entitled the " Spleen," which, 
fM 1737, soon aOer bis death, was published by Mr. 
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Glover. This exoellenf perfomuuice coatains the fol- 
lowing presage of hia literary eminaicc, wkh an evident 
allasiou to his Leonidas, >vhich he had begun when very 

young. 

Bat there's a youth tliat you can name. 
Who needs no leading-etrings to fame> 
"Whose quick maturity of brain 
Hie birtfi of Pallas may explain : 
I>reanung of whose depending fate, 
1 heard Melpomene debate ; 
This, this is he that was foretold 
Should emulate our Greeks of old ; 
3nBpii'*d by me with sacred art. 
He shags, and rules the varied heart ; 
If Jove's dread anger he rehearse. 
We hear the thunder in his verse ; 
• I f he describe love turn'd to rage. 
The furies riot on his page ; 
If he fair liberty and law, 
By nilfian power' expiiing, draw. 
The keener passions then eng:^ 
Aright, and sanctify their rage; 
If he attempt disastrous love. 
We hear those plaints that wound the grove ; 
Within Uie kinder passions glow. 
And tears, distill'd from pity, flow. 

The ohservation made upon Gray, by his friend, the 
late Eari of Orford, " that he never was a boy," has 
been applied to Glover. At die early age of sixteen, he 

wrote 

A poem to the Memory df Sir Isaac Newton ; which 

was followed by 

Leonidas, first printed in 1737. 

London, or the Progress of Commerce, a poem not 
I! n worthy of the aiithor of LeonicJas. 

Hosier's Ghost, one of the most pathetic and beantiftil 
ballads in our language. 

Boadicea, J tragedies, performed both with much ap- 

Medea, (. planse. 

And the Athemud, or a sequel to Leonidas, and 
farming a cuunlcrpart tu it, in tiiirty books, preMUtttd 
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to Che world, with a f<!iv attenlloiHi from the pen of a 
friend, in the year 1788. 

He also wrote a second part of Medea, not yet per- 
formed. 

liPonMaw was inscribed to IxMrd Cobliam ; and, on its 
first ai^iearaaee, was received by the public with great 



At die time of its pabiicatioa, a seal, or rather rage, 
for liberty prevailed in England. A constellation of 
great men, dlsdngaished by thdr virtaes, as well as by 
their talents, set themselves in opposition to the court. 
Every qieciea of compoation tint bore die sacred name 
of fteedom, recommended itself to theur protection, 
and soon obtained po s s es s i on of the pnblic fiivonr; 
hence a poem founded on the noblest principles of 
Ubaty, and diqriv^ii^ the most brilliant examples of 
patriotism, soon fend its way into the worid. It waB 
praiaed in the wumest terms by I^leton and Doctor 
Femberton, and passed tturoogb three editions in 1737 
and 1738; but, as its Ikvonrable reoepti<m was not 
founded tiottrdy on its intrinsic merits, it experienced 
afterwards, without deserving it, die fute of those lite- 
rary productions which are indebted for a temporary 
celebrity to the influence of party-principles. 

It first came oat ki nine books; but in the last edition 
published by the author (in 177O) was extoided to 
twelve; and had also several new characters added, 
besides placing the old ones in new sitaati<m8. The im- 
provements were very oondderable; but the pnblic 
attention was not sufficiently alive to recompense the 
pains bestowed on thb once popular perfonpance. 

niongh not in the highest class of epic poems, it 
cannot be read without delight. It is characterised by a 
bold spirit of liberty, by geno-oos, tender, and noble 
sentiments. The author every where appears a vhluooi 
man and a good dthsen. The dmracters are finely dis- 
crindnaled, as is justly exemplified in Dr. Pemberton's 
teamed commentary; and the style poaseiaes many 
poelkal graces, though it is sometimes familiar and 
prosaic. It abounds in the aflfecdng, the tender, ami 
the beaotifal, rather tlian in the heroic and snblfme. 
The parting of Leouidas and bis wife, is, perhaps, more 
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inlerestmg than that of Hector aAd AndronMche. ILe 
e(H9ode of Ariana and TeriiMous is poetical and pleasing. 
Oq the wfa(rie, we may safely venture to place Leomdas 
by the side of Locan's Fharsaiia, Statio&'s Thebaid, 
Camoen^s Losiad, and the Henriade of Voltaire. 

Mr. Glover passed a great portiwi of hu time vrith 
BIr. Pitt, aftenvards Earl of Chatham, Mr. George 
Lyttletoo, afterwards Lord Lyttleton, Earl Temple*, 
liOrd Cobham, and many others of the same principles; 
his connexion with whom introdooed him to the notioe 
of Frederick Prince of Wales, who honoured him with 
his friendship, and distingtiished him by his countenance 
and patronage. 

His tilents for public speaking, his knowledge of 
political affairs, and his information conoeming trade 
and commerce, pointed him out to the merchants of 
London as a proper person to conduct thehr applicati<m 
to Pariiament, on tite subject of the neglect of their 
trade. He accepted die office ; and in summing np the 
evidence gave very striking proofii of his oratorical 
powers. Itiis remarkable speech was pronounced at 
the bar of the House of (Commons, January S7, 174C, 
and soon afterwards published, under the title of ** A 
short account of Uie latp application to Parliament, made 
by the merchants pi London, upon dlie neglect of their 
trade, with the Avideuce thereupon, as summed op by 
Mr. Glover." By hb appearance in bdialf of the mer- 
chants of London, he acquired, and vtidi great Justice, 
the character of an able and steady pa^ot; and, indeed, 
on every occasion, he shewed his ceal for the oom- 
mercial interests of the nation, as well as his attach- 
ment to the welfiue of his countrymen in general, and 
that of the city of London in particular. 

Our author, being induced by tibe iraportnnity of bis 
friends, offered himself, in the year 1751, as a camfi- 
date for the place of Chamberlain of the Ci^ of Ltmdon, 
in oppositiott to the late TlMHuas Harrison, Esq. Un- 
fortunately for him, he did not declare his iutentioo till 
most of the livery had engaged their votes; to which 
drcumstance was ascribed the loss (tf his election. On 
this occasion he addressed the livery in a vcfy mioly 
and animated speech. 
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In Uke psrliament which met at the acodBion of his 
l^eaent Uajeity (176I), he was elected for Wcjinotith. 
He nndertook to manage the interests of the meivhanti 
aai baders of I/mdon concerned in the trade to Ger- 
niany aud Holland, and of the dealers in foreign Unent, 
in their application to Parliament in May 1774. Both 
fte gpeedies made On these occasions wei'C publidicd 
within the sime year. 

In 1775 he engaged on behalf of the WeEt India mer- 
chants, in their application to Parliament, eaumined 
the witnesses, and summed np the evidence in the same 
raasto-ly manner he had done on a former occasion. 
Sar the assistance he afforded the merchants in this bu- 
siness, he was comjriimentcd by them with a service of 
plate, of die value of 3001. The speech which he deli- 
vered in the house was printed in that year. This was 
the last oi^NMtuuity he had of displaying in pibliG his 
oratorical talents. Haviog now arrived at a period of 
life which demanded a recess firom bnsfaieas, he retired, 
and wore ont the remainder of his days with dignity 
and with honoor, in the exercise of the viitues' of pri> 
vate life, and in his attention to his mose. He died at 
his bouse in Albemarle^treet, November 25, 1785, in 
tiae 75th year of his age,, and was buried in the family- 
vault in St. l^dmnnd the King's, in Lombard-street. 

We sball conclude this short account of the life and 
writings of our Amhor by the following observatims 
upon LeMiidas, flt>m the pen of Lyttleton. 

'^Snce I have read Leonidas," says he (Common 
Sense, No. 10), " 1 have been so full of all the beauties 
I met with in it, that, to give some vent, I found it ne- 
cessary to write to you, and invite my coontrymen to 
take part with roe in the pleasure of admiring what ^o 
justly desNves their admiration: and in doing Uiia I 
have yet a fturther view; I desire to do them good as< 
well as please them ; for never yet was an epic poem 
wrote with so noble and so useful a design; the whole 
plan and purpose of it being to shew the superiority of 
freedom over slavery; and how much virtue, publii; 
spirit, and the love of liberty, are preferable, both in 
theur nature and e&cts, to richefj luxury, and tLsiaso- 
hnee of power* 
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'* Thb great and instraetive moral b set forth by an 
astion the mo«t proper to illostnite it of all that andeiiC 
or modem hiatoiy can afford," enforced by the luort 
nUUne spirit of poetiy, and adorned by all tlie charms 
of an active and warm imaginaiion, nuder |he reatndnt 
of a cool and sober judgment. 

I ** And it has another special claim to protection ; for, 
I will ventore to say, there never vna an efric poem 
-which had so near a relation as this to coounon s ense; 
the Author of it not having allowed hunself Hie EBorty, 
so largely taken by his predeoeasors, of making excor- 
sions beyond the bonnds, and out of si^t of it, into 
the airy regions of poetical mythok>gy. There are nei> 
thcr fighting gods, nor scolding goddesses; neither mi> 
rades, nor enchaitfraents; neither monsters, nor giants, 

;in his work; bat whatsoever hnman nature can afford 

! that is most astonishing, inarvellons, and suUime. 

" And it has tins particular merit to recommend it, 
that, though it has quite the air of an ancient epic 
poem, there is not so much as a sin^ rimile in it that 
is borrowed fh>m any of the ancients; and yet I believe 
there is hardly any poem that has such a variety of 
beautiftal comparisons; so just a oonfidenee had the 

/ Authoi- in the extent and rich aboBdanee of his own 
imagination. 

\ ** Hie artful conduct of the priucipat design ; the skill 
in connecting and adapting every eptoode to Hie carryug 
on and serving that design; the variety of characters, 
the great care to keep them, and distin^A eadi from 
the other by a propriety of sentiment and thought; all 
these are exceUaatdes which the best judges of poetry 
vriil be particularly pleased with In Leomdas. 

'* Upon the whole, I look upon this poem as one of 
those few of distinguished worth and excellence, which 
will be handed down with respect to all poeleiity ; and 
which, in the long revolutton of past centuries, bat two 
or three countries have been able to produce. And I 
cannot help congratulating my own, diat, after having 
in die last age brought forth a Wttaa, she has in this 
produced two more sqc^ poets as we have the happiness 
to see flourish together; I mean Mr. Pope and Mr. 
Glover." 



PREFACE. 



rjlO iilnstrate tlie following Toem, to vindicate tlie 
-■- mbject flrom tlie censure of improbabilily, and to 
shew, 1^ the ooacuning evidence of tiie heai historians, 
that sQch disinterested public virtue did once exist, I 
have Aouf^t it would not be improper to fix the subse- 
quent narration. 

While Darius, the father of Xerxes, was yet on tbt 
tliroae of Peraa, Cleomenes and Demarotus were kings 
in Lacedsemon, both descended from Hercules. Dc- 
maratns was unfortunately exposed by an uncertun ni- 
nioar, wliich rendered liis legitimacy suspected, to the 
malice and treachery of his colleague, who had con- 
ceived a personal resentment against him; for Cleo- 
inenes, taldng advantage of thLt report,- persuaded the 
Spartans to examine into the birth of Demaratns, and 
refer the difficulty to the oracle of DelfAi ; and was as- 
sisted in iiis perfidious designs by a near relation of De- 
maratosy named liCutychides, who aspired to succeed 
liim in his dignity. Cleomenes found means to cor- 
rupt the priestess of Delphi, who declared Demaratus 
not legitimate. Thus, by the base practices of his col- 
league Cleomenes, and of his Kinsman Leutychides, 
Deinaratos was espsiled from his regal office in the^ 
commonwealth; a Lacedaemonian, distinguished in ac- 
tion and council, and the only king of Sparta, who, by 
obtaining the Olympic prize in the chariot-race, had 
increased the luitre of his country. He went into vo- 
luntary banishment, and, rctuing to Asia, was there 
protected by Darius; wldie Xreuty chides succeeded to 
tlie regal authority in Sparta. Upon the death of Cleo- 
wencsy Leoudas became king, who ruled, in conjunc- 
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tion with this Leatychides, Mrhen Xerxes, (he aom or 
Darius, inviided Greece. The nnmber of land and na- 
val forces which accompanied that numarch, together 
with the servants, women, and other nsnal attendants 
•n the army of an' eastern prince, amopnted to npfwards 
of i rve rallUons . as reported by IjerodoTOS , 1lvli6 WKHIt 
within a few years after the evettt,~and publicly recited 
his history at the Olympic games. In this g^eral as- 
sembly, not only from Greece itself, bnt from every 
part of the. world wherever a colony of Grecians was 
planted, had he greatly exceeded the truth, he most 
certainly have been detected, and censnred by some 
among so great a mnltitade; and snch a volontary t^Isc- 
hoo<I mnst have entirely destroyed that merit and aa- 
thority which have procnred to Herodotus the venera- 
tion of all posterity, witli the appellation of the father 
of history. On the firet news of thi^ attempt on tbefr 
liberty, a convention, composed of deputies from the 
several states of Greece, was immediately held at the 
Isthmas of Corinth, to consalt on proper roeasores for 
Ihe public safety. The Spartans also sent messengers 
to enqnire of the oracle at Delphi into the event of the 
war, who retamed with an answer from the priestess of 
Apollo, tliat either a kin^, descended from Ilercnles, 
■Mist die, or i^acpoaOTonJwonldJ^entu^lj^^ 
I^ohiffas imnietUalcly offfcred to sacrifiioe his life for the 
preservation of Lacedseraon ; and marching to H^erroo- 
pylae, possessed himself of that important pass with 
■three hundred of his conntrj-mcn; who, with the forces 
of some other cities in the Peloponnesus, together with 
the Thebans, Thespians, and the troops of those states 
which adjoined to Thermopylae, composed an army of 
near eight thousand men. 

Xerxes was now advanced as fhr as Thessalui ; when, 
hearing that a small body of Grechins was as?embled at 
Thermopylae, with some Lacedaemonians at tliehr liea^d, 
and among the rest Lconidas, a descendant of Hercules, 
he dispatched a single horseman before to observe their 
numbers, and discover their designs. \Vhcn this horse- 
man approached, he could not tike a view of the whole 
•amp, which lay concealed bdiind a rampart, formerly 
nUatd by the Fbociani at the entrance of Tliermo^Kv 
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«tt Ihe aide of Greece ; so tihat his whole aUenlioii was 
cugaged hy ttwae who were od giuircl before the waN, 
and who at Oat, instant chaneed to be tlie Lacediemo- 
niaua. Their muaier wad ^eBtnres greatly asUmiiiticd 
the Fenfam. Some were anawMig IheoiKlvcs in gym* 
wetie exercises; othen were combing their lialr; and 
all &k»oortmA a total dioregiird of him, whom they suf- 
fered to depart, and report to Xerxes what be had seen ; 
which appearing to that prinee quite ridictdoos, he scut 
for DanaratoB, who was with him in the camp, and 
reqpnred liim to explain this strange beliarvfoar of hto 
conntrymen. Pemanrtns infamied him that it ^"as n^ 
coat om am ong theSpartai s tDcopili dow and adjort" 
mar hairwHeh they wei^nMlinflnRd W II^H Ull UI4 
Bg rTggf em^/ XeHa^ YkXttfOBtSBSng;' Iff Tl»"Z<m--' 
ffSSiee'of hu power, sent ambassadors to ttw Grecians, 
to demand dieir ariJL«, to bid them disperse, and become 
his friends and allies: wtikdi proposals being received 
widi <Ksdain, be commanded the Medes and Ciasians 
to ieiea on ^ Grecians, and Mng Ihem alive Into hb 
presence. These nations immediately attacked the 
Grecidns, and were soon repalaed with great slaaghter : 
fresh troops still sacceeded ; bnt with no better fortone 
than the ftrst, being opposed to an enemy not only supe- 
rior in vakmr and resolution, bat who had tlie advan* 
tage of discipline, and were ftimiBlied with iKitler arms, 
both ofluuive and defen^ve. 

Flotarch, in liis Laconic Apodiegms, reports, that 
the Persian lung offered to invest Leonidas widi tlie so- 
verdgoty of Greece, provided he woak) join hia arms to 
those of Persia. This offer was too considerable a con- 
descension to have been made before a trial of tltcir 
force, and mnst therefore liave been proposed by Xerxe* 
after aoch a series of ill snccess as might probably have 
depressed tlie insolence of his temper; and it mny be 
easily admitted, that the virtne of Leonidas was proof 
against any temptations of that nature. Wlietlier this be 
a fact or not, tiius mndt is certain, that Xerxes was re. 
dooed to extreme difficulties by this resokite defence of 
Jliarmopyte; tiH he was eslriatfed fh)m his distress by 
a MaU:iii| named Eplaltes, who eondoded iw. nty thon- 
■ B « 
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-annd of tlie Penian army into Greece, tfaroagh a inks 
wliich Uy liif^er up the coantry,. among the looantains 
of Oeta: whereas the pasBage at Thennopylae was situ- 
ated on Uie Bea-ahwe between those monntahis and the 
Mdlian bay. llie defence of the upper pass had been 

)- committed to a thousand ^odans, who, upon the first 
sight of the enemy, inccmsiderately abandoned their 
st^Uion, and pot Uiemselves in array upon a nei^boor- 
iug eminence; but the Fendans wisely avoided an en- 
gagement, and, with the utmost expedition, marched to 
. TbermopyJae. 

Leonidaa no sooher received information ihat the 
Barbarians had passed rtfae mountains, and would soon 
be in a situation to surround Ium> Aan he commanded 
the allies to retreat, reserving the three -hundred Spar- 
t^s and four houdrrxl Ihebans, whom, as they followed 
liim with reluctance at first, lie now compelled to stay. 
£Ht the Thespians, whose number amounted to seven 
hundred, would niot be persuaded by Leonidas to for- 
sake him. Their commander was Demophilus; and 
the most eminent amongst them for his valoorwasDitfay 
rambus, the son of Harmatides. Among the Lacedae- 
monians, the most consjnenous, next to Leonidas, was 
Diencce^, who, being told that the multitude of Fo-sian 
AiTOws would obscure the sun, replied, the battle would 
then be in the shade. Two brothers, named Alplieos 
and Maron, are also recorded for their valour, and 
vrere Lacedaemonians. Megpsdas, a priest, by birth an 
Acarnanian, and held in high honour at Sparta, reftised 
to desert Leonidas, though entreated by lum to consoJt 
his safety; but sent away his only son, and remained 
himself behind to die with the Lacedaemonians. 

Herodotus relates, that Leonidas drew up his men in 
the brqadest part of Thermopybe ; where, being 'en* 
compassed by the Persians, they fell, yvith great num- 
bers of their enemies : but Flntarch, Diodoms Sicnlns, 
and others, aflirm, that die Orectans attacked the very 
camp of Xerxes in the night. Eotli these dispositions 
are reconcileable to probability. He might have made 
an attack on the Persian camp in the night, and in the 
t^oroir.g have withdrawn his forces back to Thmno- 
j}yle, where they would be enabled to make the most 
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obstinate roUlaiice, and aeU thdr Itvcs npen the dearest 
tenna. The action ia thua deacribed by Diodonis. *<I1ie 
GredanshaviDg now rejected all thoaghti of safety ^pre- 
ferring 0ory.to life, ananimonaly called on their general 
to lead them againat the FerAans before theycookl be ap- 
fnaed that their fnends had paaedroond the moantains. 
Leooidas-einbraoed the oocaoon which the ready zeal of 
Ub floldiera afforded, md ocmunandcd them forthwith 
to dine as men who were to sup in Elyriam. Ilimielf, 
y» oooseqoence of this command, took a repast, as the 
means to franiah strength for a long continuance, and to 
ghre perseverance in danger. After a sh<Nt reflrealmient, 
the Grecians were now prepared; and received order* 
to assail die enemies ui theur camp, to pat all they met 
to the sword, and force a passage to the royal pavilion : 
when, formed kto one compact body, with Leonidas 
liimself at Aeir head, they mardied against the Persians, 
vod entered their camp at the dead of nif^t. The Bar- 
barians, wholly naprcparod,and blindly cmijecUning 
that their friendswere defeated, and themselves attacked 
by the- nnited power of Greece, hmiy together flrom 
thdr tents with the utmost disorder and consternation. 
Many were slain by Leonidas and his party, bat mnch 
greater multitodes by tMr own troops, to whom, in 
the midst of tliis blind conftidon, they were not distic- 
guiafaable from ^lemies; for, as night took away the 
power of dlBceraing truly, and the tomnlt was spread 
oiiiversally over the camp, a prodigious slaughter must 
natnrally ensuf . The want of command, of a watch- 
word, and of confidence in themselves, reduced the 
Fersians to such a state of conftision, that they de- 
stroyed each other without distinction. Had Xerxes 
coatioucd in the Toyal pavilion, the Grecians, without 
difficulty, might liave brought the war to a speedy con- 
clusion by his death ; but he, at the beginning of the 
tnmnlt, betook himself to flight with the utmost precipi- 
tation ; when the Grecians, rashing into the tent, put to 
the sword most of those who were left behind ; then, 
while night lasted, they ranged through the whols 
eamp in diligent search pf the tyrant. When morning 
Appeared, the Persians, perceiving the trne state •f 
Dungs, held the inconsiderable mvnber of their enemiea 
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in oootempt; yet were so terrified at Ihar Taionr, Aat 
they avoided a near engafemeiit; bat, eadoalBg Ifae 
Gleans on every aide, showered their darts and arrows 
opon than at a distance, and, in the end, destroyed 
tfadr wiiolc body. In tbft manner feU the Gredans, 
who, ander the conduct of Leonidas, defended the 
pass of Tliermopylae. All most admire the virtoe of 
these men, who, with one consent, maintaining the 
post allotted by thdr coontry, dieerliiily renomoed 
their lives for the common safety of Greece, auid 
esteemed a glorious death more eligiUe tlian to live 
with dishonour. Nor is the consternation of the Per- 
sians incredible. Who among those 'Barbarians could 
have conjectured soch an eveut? who could haye ex- 
pected that five hundred men would have dared to at- 
tack a million 1 Wherefore shall not all posterity reflect 
on the virtue of diese men, as the object of inkation, 
who, though the lea of their lives was the necessary 
consequenct! of their undertaking, were yet un«>n- 
quered in their spirit; and, among all the great names 
delivered down to remembrance, are the only heroes 
who obbuned more glory in thch- Ml than others firom 
the brightest victories? With justice may they be 
deemed the preservers of the Grecian liberty, even pre- 
ferably to those w4io were conquerors in the battles 
fought afterwards with Xerxes; for fee ipe mory,ofjhat 



Talonr exerted in the defi-pcf! <rf Thyiff^pyjae, for ffoaie-^ 
dejected* the barbarians, while the Greeks were fired 
'tvfth emulation to equal such a pitch of magnaniinliyr^' 
"Upon' fKe"wlioIe, there neVer weir*i dl\y Uyime* tlHS^""^ 
who attained to immortality through th e mere ^c^ f^ 
vwtae ; whence the praise of their fortitude hath not 
been^reowded by historians only, bat hath been cele- 
brated by numbers of poets, among others, by Sf- 
monides, the lyric" 

Fausanias, in his Laconics, considers the defence of 
Thermopylae by Leonidas as au acti<»i superior to any 
achieved by his ootemporaries, and to all the exploits of 
preceding ages. « Never," says he, " had Xerxes be- 
held Greece, and laid in ashes the city of Atlieiis, had 
not his forces under Hydames been conducted through a 
path over mount Oeta; and, by that means encompass* 
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iag du Grades, overcome and ibdn Leooidas. Nor to it 
improbable, that aacfa a eommaiider, at the head of 
such troopi, should have maintained hia poet in to nar- 
row a paas till the ythote army of l^erxes had pcriflbed 
by fiimine. At the same time his navy had been mi- 
Mrably ibattered by a slorm, and worsted in an engage- 
ment with tlie Athenians at Artemisiam. 

To oonclndey the &li of Leonidas and hto iNrave com- 
puoions, so meritorioos to their contnry, and so glorioas 
to dwmselves, haih obtained sndi a bi^ dc^ee of ve- 
iKndon and i^planse from past ages, that few among 
tic ancient ciNxipilers of history Iiave been silent on thu 
amazing instance of magnaiuraity, and mal for liberty ; 
and many are the epigrams and inscriptions now extant, 
>ome on the whole body, odiers on particnlars, who died 
at Thermopylae, still preserving their memory in every 
Batbn conversant with learning, and at tiiis distance 
of time still rendering their virtne the object of admira- 
tion and of praise. 

I ahall now detain the reado* no longer than to take 
^ public occasion of expressing my sincere regard 
f^r the Lmrd Vto:oant Cobham, and the sense of my 
obligations for the early honour of hb friendship ; to 
him I inscribe the following poem; and herein I should 
^justified, independent (^ all personal motives, from 
his Lordshipls public conduct, so highly distinguished by 
interested veal and unshaken fidelity to his country. 
Dot less in dvil Ufe than in the field : to him therefore a 
poem, founded on a character eminent for military glory 
^ love of liberty, is due, from the nature of the 
•object. 

K. GLOVER. 
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^^e 9[i0ument» 

Xerxes, king of Persia, having drazcn together 
the whole force of hia empire, and passed over 
the JleUespont into Thrace^ with a design to 
conquer Greece, the deputies fron% the acccral 
states of that country, tcho had some time before 
assembled themselves at the Isthmus of Corinth, 
to deliberate on proper measures for resisting 
the invader, were no sooner apprised of his 
march into Thrace, than they determined, 
without furtfier delay, to dilute his passage at 
the straits of Thermopyhe, the most accessible 
part of Greece on the side qf Thrace and TTies- 
saly. Alpheus, one qfthe deputies from Sparta, 
repairs to that city, and communicates this re- 
solution to his countrymen; who chanced that 
day to be assembled, in expectation of receiviiig 
an answer from ApoUo, to whom they had sent 
a messenger to consult about the event qf the 
war, Leutychides, one of their two kings, coun- 
sels the people to advance no furtfier than the 
Isthmus qf Corinth, which separates the Pelo- 
ponnesus, where iMcedamon was situated, from 
the rest of Greece; butLeonidas, the other king, 
dissuadesthemfrom it, Agis, the messenger, wJu> 
had been deputed to Delphi, and brother to the 
queen of Leonidas, returns with the oracle; 
which denounces ruin to the Laccdittnonians, 
unless one qf their kings lays dozen his l\fe for 
thepublid, Leonidas offers himself for the vic- 
tim. Three hundred more are appointed, all 
citizens qf Sparta, and fteads of families, to ac- 
company, and die with, him at Thermopyla. 
Alpheus returns to the Isthmus, Leonidtts, 
after an interview with his queen, departs from 
Lacedamon. At tfte end qf six days he encamps 
near the Isthmus, when he is Joined by Alpheus ; 
tcho describes the auxiliaries^ then wailing at 
the Isthmus; those who are already possessed 
of Thermopylte, as also the pass itself; and 
concludes with relating tfie captivity qf his 
brother, Polydorus, in Persia, 
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niHE virtnoos Spartan, who nofffd his Kfe 
•*• To nve Mb ooantiry at the OeOean Btraita, 
Thermopylae, when all the peopled east 
In anns with Xenea filfd the Gredan plaint, 
O Mnae, record ! Tlie HeUesp(»t they paaa'd, 
(yerpow'riog Thraoe. The dreadftal tidings swift 
To Corindi flew. Her isthmtu was the seat 
Of Gredan council. Alphens Uienoe retama 
To LacediBtnoii. Tn assembly fall 
He finds the Spartan people with their kinpi ; 
Their kings, who boast an origin divfaie, 
Tnm Htfcnles desoehded. Hiey the sons 
Of Lacedaemon had convenM, to learn 
The sacred mandates of tfa' immortal gods 
That mom expected fh>m tlie Ddphian dome. 
But Alpheos sadden tiieir attention drew, 
And dins addressed them. < For immediate war. 
My countrymen, prepare. Barbarian tents 
Already fill the trembting bounds of Thraoe. 
The Isthmian coancil halh decreed to guard 
Thermopyke, t he^Locrian gate of Greec e.* 

Here Alphenspans'ci. lueniycnides, who.shar'd 
\rith great Leonidas the sway, uprose 
And spake. * Te citizens of Sparta, hear. 
"Why from her bosom should liiconia send 
Her valiant race to wage a distant war 
Beyond the Isthmus? Tliere the gods have plac*d 
Our native barrier. In tliis favonr'd land, 
Whidi Pelops govem'd, us of Doric blood 
That Ifltlunns inaccessible secure?. 
There l«t our standards rest. Your solid itrenglk 
If once you scatter, in defence of states 
Reniote and feeble, you betray your own. 
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And merit Jove's derision/ With assent 
The Spturtans heaitl. Leonidas repiy'd->- 

' O most angen'rofu coonael I most nnwiae ! 
Shall w«, confining to tliat Igtiimian fence 
Oar efforts, leave beyond it ev'ry state 
Disowi^d, expand f Shall Athens, while her fleet! 
Unceasing watch th' innamerable foes, 
And trast th' impending dangers of the field 
To Sparta's well-known valour, shall she hear 
That to Barbarian violence we leave • 

Her onprotected walls? Her hoary sires. 
Her helpless matrons) and their inf^t race 
To servitude and shame t Her goardian gods 
Will yet preserve them. Kqptnne o'er his main. 
With Fallas, pow'r of wisdom, at their helms. 
Will soon transport them to a happier clime, - 
Safe from insulting foes, from fiilse allies ; 
And dentherian Jove will bless their flight. 
Then shall we feel the nnresiated force 
Of Persia's navy, delaging our plains 
With inexhansted nwnbers. Half the Greeks, 
By us betray'd to bondage, wUl support 
A Feraan lord, and lift th' vreapng spear 
For oar destruction . Bat, my fiiends, reject 
Such mean, such dang'rous coanselB, whidi would blast 
Your long-establisb'd hononrs, and assist 
The prood invader. O eternal king 
Of gods and mortals, elevate oor minds t 
Each low and partial passion thence expel I 
Greece is oar gen'ral mother. All most join 
In her defence, or sepYate each mast fell.' 

This said, aothority and shame oontroU'd 
The mnte aasemMy. Agis too appeared. 
He from the Delphian cavern was retailed. 
Where, taught by Pfaoebos on Paraasaian cliffs. 
The Pythian maid unfolded heaven's decrees. 
He came ; but (ttscoirtent and grief o'ercast 
His anxiuas brow. Keloctant was his toogne. 
Yet seem'd foil charg'd to speak. Itelig|ooB dread 
Each heart relax'd. On ev'ry visage hoi^; 
Sad expectation. Not a whisper told 
The silent fear. Intensely aU were fix'd, 



AH rtiU as death, to bear the eoienui tale. 
Ai </er the western wwkb, whett'ev'ry ilorm 
Is hnsL'd within its cavern, and a braeie, 
Sott breadiiiig, lightly with its wing* along 
TliesladEen'd cordage giidH, the nilor^ car 
Perceives no loand tfaiooghoot the vait expame ; 
l^<Mie, bat the nmrmnrs af the riicHng prow, 
"Wliich aiowly pai«i (he anooth and yielding m»ln ; 
So throoi^ the wide and Hit'aing crowd no mund. 
No voice, bat tUne, O Agto ! broke the an* ; 
While thos the Ime of thy awltal charge 
Tfay lips delivcr'd. * ^nrtane, in yoar name 
I wem to DelphL 1 enqoiiM the doom 
Of Laoedmnon firon th* impending war. 
When in these wordi the deity repl/d -- 
« Inhabitants of Sparta, PerBiani arms 
Shall lay your prood and aneient seat in dnet, 
Unlea a king, from Hereoles deriv'd, 
Caose Lacedsemon for his'death to reoara.' 

Ab, when the hand of Persens had diiclocTd 
The snakes of dire Medosa, ril who view'd 
The Gorgon featares were congeaTd to atone. 
With ghastly eyebtdb, on die hero hcaU, 
And horror, living in their marMe form ; 
Thos, with ama7i«nent rooted where they stood, 
lo speechless terror frocen, on their kiagB 
The Spartans gaz'd : hot soon thdr anxlonB looks 
All on die great Leonidas nnite, 
Long known his cou n try^ refhge. He alone 
Remaim muhaicMi. Rising, he displays 
His godlike presence. IMgnity and grace 
Adorn his frame, where manly beaaty joins 
With strength Herenlean. On his aspect shine 
Sablimest virtne and desire of ifame, 
Where ju5tice gives the lanrer;'1n iiis eye 
Tlie ittcxtingniduble spark^^ich fires 
The sools of patriots; while his brow sopports 
Undaunted vahwr, and contempt of death. 
Serene he cast his looks aroand, and spake— 

' Why diis astonishment on ev'ry face. 
Ye men of Sparta T Does the name of death 
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Crenle (his fenr ind wonder f O my friendf, 
Why do we labour tfaroagli the ardaous palbii 
Which lead to virtiiet AvUleo were the toil. 
Above the reach of boman feet were plac'd 
The distant Kunniit, if tiie fcar of death 
Coald intercept our paauge. Bat a fh)wn 
Of unavaiUng terror he anomes 
To ahake the flrmneas of a mind whidi Icnowa 
That, wanting vittne, life b pain and wo. 
That, wanting liberty, ev^ virtue moanis» 
And looks aroond for hap|nne» in vidn. 
Then speak, O Sparta 1 and demand my life. 
My heart, exulting, answers to thy call. 
And smiles on glorioos fate. To live with fame 
The gods allow to many; but to die 
With equal lustre is a bleising Jove 
Among the choicest of his boons reserves. 
Which bat on few his sparing hand bestows.' 

Salvation thus to Sparta he prodaim'd. 
Joy, wrapt awhile in admiration, paused. 
Suspending praise ; nor praise at last resounds 
In high acclaim to rend tlie arch of heaVn ; 
A reverential mnrmnr breathes applause. 
So were the pupils pf Lycurgus train'd 
To bridle nature. Public fear was dumb 
Before their senate, ephori, and kings, 
Vor exultation into clamour lHX>ke. 
Amidst than rose Dieneces, and thus — 

* Haste to Tbermopylas. To Xerxes shew 
The discipline of Spartans, loi^ renowu'd 
In rigid warfiure, with enduring minds. 
Which neither pais, nor want, nor danger, bend.. 
Fly to the gate of Greece , which open stand s 
To slavery ancTraj^ng. Ihey will shrink 
Before your standard, and their native seats 
Hesnme in abject Asia. Arm, ye sires, 
Who vrith a growing race liave bless'd tlie sfaite : 
Thiit race, your parents, gen*nd Greece, forbid 
Delay. Heaven summons. Equal to the cause 
A chief behold, (^n Spartans aak fat more? 
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Bold Alphens nez*. * Commuid my cwift retnm 
Amid the IsUunian oonndl to declare 
Your inEtamt march/ Hb dictaiea all approTe. 
Bade to the IsthmnB he mweary'd ipeeds. 

Now ftxNU tfa' anembly with maJeHic Mepa 
Foitii moves thefar godlflo: kiiig, with oooadoos worlh 
Hia geoVoiu boiom glowing. Sooh the jKNrt 
Of his divine progenitor; impellVl 
By ardent virtue, eo Alddes trod 
Invincible, to &oe in horrid war 
The triple fonn of Geryon, or againat 
The bcdk of huge Antaeos match his strength. 

Say, Mose, what heroes, by example llr'd, 
Nor lea by honour, ofier'dnow to bleed! 
Dieneces die foremost, brave and ataid. 
Of vet* ran ddll to range in martial Adds 
Well order'dlinea of battle. Manm next, 
Twia4x>m with Alphens, shews hia manly tnoae, 
Ilim Agis followed, brother to the <pKeD 
Of great Leonidas, hb friend, in war 
His try'd companion. Gracefiil were hia stepa. 
And gentle his deraeanoor. Still bis soal 
Preaerv'd the purest virtne, thooj^ refin'd 
By arts nnlmown to Laoedemoo's race. 
High waa his office. He, vriien Sparta's weal 
Support and counsel fkom the gods required. 
Was sent the hallow'd messei^er, to learn 
Their myslic vrill. In oracles dedar'd, 
Rt>m rocky Delphi, from DocdiHia's shade. 
Or sea-endrcled Delos, or die cell 
Of dark Tkophonina, roond Boeotia known. 
Three hundred more complete th' intrepid band ; 
lUostrions fttbers all of gen'kxxis sons, > 

The future goardians of Laoonia's etsUe. 
Then roae Megistias, leading forth his son. 
Young Menalippns. Not of Spartan blood 
Were they. Bf oglstiaB, heav'n-oilighten'd acer. 
Had left hit native Acamanian shore; 
Along tttt border of Enrotas chose 
His i^ace of dwelling. For his worth reodv'd. 
And hospitably cherish'd, he the wreath 
Pontiflc bore JB Lacedsenion'f camp» 
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Serene in danger, nor his mted arm 

IYx>m warlike toil aedndiog, nor onUnght 

To wield the Bword, and poiae tke welglity gpear. 

Bat to his home Leonidas rrtir'd. 
There calm in wcret thoaght he thos esplor'd 
His mighty sonl, while nature in his brc«rt 
A short emotion rais'd. ' What sodden g^ef, 
"What cold reloctanoey now nnmaus my heart. 
And whispers that 1 fear! Can deatii dismay 
I«onidas; death, often seen and soorn'd. 
When clad most dreadfkil in the battled fnmt? 
Or to relioquiah liie in all its pride. 
With all my honours blooming ronnd my head, 
Kepines my sool ; or rather to forsake, 
Eternally forsake, my weeping wife. 
My infimt offsjning, and n^ faithftii friendsl 
Leonidas, awake! Shall these witibstand 
The public safety? Hark I thy conntry calls. 
O sacred voice I I hear thee. At the aooud 
Keviving virtue brightens in my heart ; 
«JFear vanishes before her. Death, ncsAve 
My nnreloctant hand. Inmiortxd fiune. 
Thou too, attendant on my righteous fiili. 
With wings unwearyM wilt protect my tomb.' 

His virtuous sonl the hero had confirm'd 
When Agis enter'd. < If my tardy lips,' 
He thus began, * have hitherto forbonie 
To bring their grateftil tribote of appbuse, 
Which, as a Spartan, to thy worth I owe. 
Forgive the brother of thy qaeoi. Her grief 
Detained me from thee. O nnecpialPd man I 
Tlioogh Lacedaemon call thy prime regaid, 
Ibrget not ho*, sole victim of ctistresB 
Amid the general safety. To assutige 
Such pain ft-aternal tendemeas is weak.' 

The king embrac'd him, and reply'd, ' O beat, 
O dearest man! concdve not bat my sonl 
To her is fondly bound, frma whom my days 
Their largest share of happiness derlv'd. 
Can I, wiK> yield my breath lest others moam. 
Lest thousands should be wretched, when she pinai. 
More lov'd than any, tho* les dear than all. 
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Can I neglect her g:riel8t Id More dji>t, 
It tfaoa with gratettal memory reoord. 
My name and fate, O Sparta I pass not this 
Unheeded by. Ilie Ike for thee resign'd 
Knew not a pamfel hour to tire my soitl, 
Kwr were they common joys I left behhid.* 

So spake die patriot, and bis heart o'erflo^v'd 
In tend'rest paseion. Then in eager haste 
The ftfthfni pmtner of his bed he sought. 
•Amid her weeping children sat the queen 
Immovable and mate. Her swimming eyes 
Bent to the earth. H&c arms were folded o'er 
Her lal/ricg bosom, blotted with her tears. 
As, when a dusky mint involves the sky, 
The moon throogfa all the dremy vapours spreads 
The radiant vesture of her silver light 
O'er the dull face of nature ; so tlie queen, 
Divinely gracefol, shining through her grief. 
Brightened the cloud of wo. Her lord approaclAI. 
Soon, as in gentlest phrase his well-known voice 
-Awak'd her drooping spirit, for a thne 
(^e was appea^d. She lifts her languid head. 
She gives thb utterance to her tender thooglits—- 

* O thou, whose presence is my eote delight; 
If thru, Leonidas, thy looks and words 
Can check the rapid cnrrent of distress, 
How am I markM for misery ! How long! 
When of life's journey 1^ than half is pass'd. 
And I must hear those calming sounds no more, 
^or. see that face which makes affliction smile r 

This said, returning grief o'erwhelms her breast. 
Her orphan children, her devoted lord, 
Pale, bleeding, breathless on the fidd of death. 
Her ever-<lnring solitude of wo. 
All rise in mingled horror to her sight, 
When thus in bitterest agony she spake — 

' O whither art tiwu going ft-om my arms? 
Shall I no more behohl thee ? Oh ! no more, 
In conquest clad, overspread with glorions <lu£t, 
Wilt thou retnm to greet tliy nsUive soil. 
And find thy dwelling joyfol I Ah ! loo brave. 
Why would'st thou harry to the dreary gntvs 
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Of death, nneall'd t AuoCber might have bled. 

Like tiiee a victim of Alcides^ race, 

LeflB dear to aU,and Sparta beeb secure. 

Kow ev'ry eye with mine is drowo'd in tears. 

All with these babes lament a father lost. 

Alas! bow lieavy is our lot of pain i 

Oar sighs mnat last when ev^ other breast 

Exults in safety, porehasfd by our loss. 

Thoa didst not heed our angnidi — didst not sedc 

One pause for my instruction how to bear 

Thy endless absence, or like thee to die.' 

Unutterable sorrow here confin'd 
Her voice. These words Leonidaa r^am*d — 

* I see, I diare thy agony. My soul 
Ne'er knew liow warm the prevalence of love. 
How strong a parent's feelings, till this hour ; 
Nor was she once insensible to thee 
In all her fervour to assert my fiune. 
How had the iumours of my name been stun^d 
By hesitation? ^meAil lift, preferr'd 
By an inglorious colleague, would have left 
No choice but what were infamy to dmn. 
Not virtue to accept. Then deem no mgre 
That, of thy love regardless, or thy tears, 
I rush uncall'd to death. The voice of fate, 
ITic gods, my fame, my country, press my doom. 
Oh! thou dear mourner! Wherefore swells afreali 
That tide of wot Leonidas must fall. 
Alas! far heavier misery impends 
O'er thee and these, if soflen'd by thy tears, 
I shamefully reftue to yield that breath. 
Which justice, glory, liberty, and heav'n. 
Claim for my country, for my sons and thee. 
Think on my long unalter'd love. Reflect 
On my paternal fbndness. Hath my heart 
E'er known a pause in love, or pious care % 
Now shall that care, that tenderness be shewn 
Most warm, most faiUif\il. When thy husband dtat 
For Lacedaemon's safety ; thou wilt share. 
Thou and thy children, the diffusive good. 
I am selected by th' immortal gods 
To save a people. Should my timid heart 
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That acred charge abandon, I dioakl plunge 

Thee too in shame, in mhtow. Tlioa wooldat moora 

With Lacedaemon ; wonkbt with her aiutain 

Tby painfull portion of opfMrearioo's weight. 

Behold thy sons, now wortfay of their name. 

Their Spartan birth. Their growing bloom would (nae 

DepreaBM, diahonoar'd, and thdr yoothflil hearts 

Beat at tlie soond of liberty no more. 

On their own merit, on their fatlier's tone, 

^Vhen lie the Spartan freedom liatli confirniM, 

Pefore tlie world iUnstrions will they rise, 

Their comitry's bulwark, and their mother's joy/ 

Here pans'd tlie patriot. In religious awe 
Grief lieard the voice of virtue. No complaint 
The solemn silence broke. Tears ceas'il to flow ; 
Cea^d for a moment, soon again to stream. 
Behold, in arms before the palace drawn. 
His brave companions of the war demand "- 

Their leader's presence, llicn her griefs, renewM,. 
Sarpaasing ntt'rance, intercept her sighs, 
tach accent fireezes on her^fak'ripg toDgne. 
In speechless angimh on the hero^ bi-east 
^e sinks. On evVy side his children prc.«s. 
Hang <Mi his knees, and kiss his honoar'd hand. 
His soul no longer struggles to confine 
Her agitation. Down the hero's cheek, 
Down flows the manly sorrow. Great in wo,. 
Amid his children, who inclose him round. 
He stands, indulging tenderness and love 
In graceful tears, when thus, with lifted eyes 
AdJrcsB^d to heaven, ' Thou ever-living powV, 
liook down propitious, sire of gods and men ! 
to this fiiidiftil woman, whose desert 
May claim thy favour, grant the hours of peace I 
And thou, my bright forefether, seed of Jove, 
Hercules, neglect not Uiese thy race ! 
Bnt, since tliat spirit T fh>m thee derive 
Transports me from them to resistless fate, 
Be thou their guardian ! Teach them, like tliyself^i. 
By glorious labours to embellish life. 
And from their father let them learn to die V 

Here ending, forth be issues, and aasuine»- 

C 
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BefoM the ranks lib station of command. 
They now proceed. So mov'il the ho6t of heav'ift 
On Phlegra's plains, to meet the giant sous 
Of Earth and Titan. From Olympus mai-eh*d 
The deities embattled ; while their king 
Tower'd in the front, with thundtf in his grasp. 
Thus throng^ the streets of Lacedaemou pafis^d 
Leonidas. Before his footstc-ps bow 
llie multitude, exalting. On he treads 
Hever'd. Unsated, their enrapturM £i|^t 
Pnrsnes his graceful statnre, and their tongoes 
Extol and hail hun !bs tlieu- guardian god.. 
Firm in bis nervous hand he gripes the spear. 
Low aS' the ankles, finom his shoulders hangs 
The massy shield, and o'er his bumish'd helm 
The purple plumage nods. Harmonious youths. 
Around whose brows entwining lanreb play. 
In lofty-sounding strains his praise record; 
While snowy-finger'd vhgins all ihe way 
Bestrew with od'rous garlands. Now his breast 
Is all possess'd by glory ; which dispell'd 
Whatever of giief remained, or vain regret 
For those he left behind. The rev'rend train 
Of Lacedaemott's senate last appear. 
To take their final, solemn leave, and grace 
Tlieir hero's parting steps. Around him flow 
In civil pomp their venerable robes, 
Mix'd with tlie blaze of arms. The shining trocp 
Of warriors press bsliind him. ^Maron here, 
With Menalippus, warm in flow'ry prime ; 
ITiere Agis, there Megistias, and the chief 
Dieneces. Laconia's dames ascend 
The loftiest mansions; thronging o'er the rooft, 
Applaud their sons, their husbands, as they march. 
So parted Ai'go from the lolchian strand 
To ploagh the foaming snrg». lliessalia'a nyn^phs, 
Bang'd <m the cliffs, o'ershading Neptune's fiice. 
Still on the dfstant vessel fix'd their eyes 
Admiring ; still in paeans blessed the helm. 
By Greece entcusted with her chosen sow 
For high adventures on tlte Ck>lchian shore. 
Swift on his course Leonidas proceeds. 
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Soon is Enrotas paaid, and Lernali bank, * 

Where hi9 vidorioas ancestor mbdn'd 

The many-headed Hydra, and the lake 

To eudless fame con^gnM. Th' nnweary'd bands 

Next throagh the pines of Masnalas he led. 

And down Partheaias argfd the rapid toil. 

Six d^8 inccseaat was their mardi parsa'd, 

When to thdr ear the hoarse^caoanding waves 

Beat on the i^thnras. Here the tents are spread. 

Brlow the wide horizon then tlie son 

I lad dipped Ids beamy loclcs. Tlie qaeen of night 

Gleam'd from the centre of U/ ethereal vanit. 

And o'er the raven plomes of darkness slied 

Her placid tighL lieonidas detains 

Dieneoes and Agb. Open stands 

The tail pavilion, and admits the moon. 

As here they ait conversing, fk-om the hill, 

>^'hich rose before them, one of noble poit 

I' seen descending. Lightly dowOathe slope 

He treads. He calls aload. They heard, they knew 

The \oicB of Alphens, whom the king addrcs&'d — 

' O tbon, with .swittness by the gods enda'd 
To match the ardoor of thy dating sooi, 
^^liat from the Isthmus draws theef Do the Greeks 
N^<>.siect to arm and face the pablic foef 

' Good news gives wings,' said Alphetis. * Greece Is 
arm' J. 
Tlie neighboring Isthmns holds tii' ArcadLin bands. 
^Votn Mantinea Diophaatns leads 
Five handred spears; nor less from Tcgea's walls 
^^ith Ilegesander move. A thousand more, 
^'ho in Orchomfnna reside, and range 
Along Parrhaans or Cyliene's brow, 
^Vho near the foot of Erymantlms dwell. 
Or on Alphcan banks, with varioos diiefs, 
I'Xpect thy presence. Most is Clonias fam'd, 
Of statnre huge, nnshaken rock of war. 
Foar hoodred warriors brave Alcmaeon draws 
From stately Corinth's tow'rs. Two hundred march 
From Phlias : them Enpalaraos commands. 
Aq equal nnmber odlyccme's race 
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AriatflbQloB heads. Throagh fear alone 
Of thee, and threafning Greece, the Thebans arm. 
A few in Thebes authority and mle 
Usarp. Corrupted with barbarian gold. 
They quench the gen'rous elentlierian flame 
In ev'ry heart. 'Hie eloquent they bribe. 
By specious tales the multitude they cheat,, 
Establishing base measures on the plea 
Of public safety. Others are immeiVd 
In all the sloth of plenty, who, unmov'd. 
In shameftil ease, behold tlie state betray'd. 
Aw'd by thy name, four hundred took the field. 
The wily Anaxander is their chief 
With Leontiades. To see their march 
I staid ; then hasten'd to survey the straits, 
Which thou sbalt render sacred to renown. 
f * For ever mingled with a crumbling soil, 
' Which moulders round th' indented Malian coast, 
j The sea rolls slimy. Pa a solid rock, 
I Which forms tiie inmost limit of a bay, 
I Thermopylae is stretch'd. Where broadest spread^ 
; It measures tlireescore paces, bounded here 
j By the salt ooze, which underneath presents 

A dreaiy sirface ; there the lofty cliffs 
I Of wooded (Eta overlook the pass, 
i And far beyond, o'er half the surge below, 
Their horrid umbrage cast. Across the mouth 
An ancient bulwark, of the Phocians stands, 
; A wall with gates and tow'rs. The Locrian force 
Was ma-ching forward. Them Ipass'd, to greet 
Demophikis of Thespia, who had pitch'd 
Seven hundred spears before th*^ important fence. . 
His brother's son attends tlie revVend chief, 
Young Dithyrambns. He for noble deeds. 
Yet more for temperance of mind, renown'd. 
In early bloom with brightest honours shines, 
Nor wantons in the blaze.' Here Agis spake — 
« Well hast tliou painted that illustrious youth, 
IIo is my host at Thespia. Though adom'd 
Witlj various ^vi-eaths, by fame, by fi)rtane bleas'd,. 
Ills gentle virtues take from Etna's lips 
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Tliat blasting venom ; and her baneful eye 
Strives on his tvorth to smile.' In silence all 
Again remain, when Alpheos thus proceeds — 

* Plataea'8 chosen veterans I saw. 

Small in thdr number, matchless in their fiime. 
Diomedon the leader. Keen his sword 
At Marathon was felt, where Asia bled. 
These goard Thermopylae. Among the hill?, f 
Unknown to strangers, winds an upper strait, j 
Which by a thottsand Phocians is secured. 
Ere these brave Greeks I quitted, in the bay 
A lately chieftain of th' Athenian fleet 
Arriv'd. I join'd him. Copious in thy praise. 
He utter'd raptture, but austerely blam^ 
Laconia's tardy counsels ; wliile the ships 
Of Athens long had stemmed Enbcean tides. 
Which flow not distant from our ftature poet. 
This was the iar-fam'd .Sschylos, by Mars, , 
By PfacEbns lov'd. Parnassus him proclaims 
Tite first of Attic poets; him the plains 
Of Marathon a soldier, try*d in arms.' 

* Well may Athenians murmnr,' said the king/ 
' Too l9ng hath Sparta slnmber'd on her shield. 
By mom beyond the Isthmus we will spread 

A gen'rou^ banner. In Laconian strains \ > 

Of Alcnian and Terpander lives the fame 

Of oor forefathers. Let our deeds attract 

The brighter muse of Athens, in the song 

Of ^schylos divine. Now frame thy choice. . 

Share in our fate : or, hast'ning home, report 

How much already thy discerning mind, 

Tliy active limbs, have merited from me; 

How served thy country.* From th* impatient lips 

Of Alphens swift these fervid accents broke— 

' I have not measnr'd such a tract of land. 
Have not, untir'd, beheld the setting sun. 
Nor through the shade of midnight nrg'd my steps. 
To animate the Grecians, that myself 
Might be exempt from warlike toil, or death. 
Return ? Ah I no. A second time my speed 
Shall visit thee, Thermopylae. Myiunbs 
Shall at tiiy side, I)eonidas, obtain 
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An Iionoorable grave. And, oh I amid 
His country's perils, if a Spartan breast 
May feci a private sorrow, fierce revenge 
I seek, not only for th' insulted state, 
Bat for a brother's wrongs. A yoacgei' hope, 
Than I and Maron, blessed oar father's yeais. 
Child of his age, and Polydonu nam'd. 
His mind, while tender in his op'ning prime, 
Was bent to strenuous virtue. Gen'rous scorn 
Of pain, or danger, taught his early strength 
To stmggle patient with severest toils. 
Ort, when inclement winter chill'd the air, 
When frozen sbow'rs had swoUi £arotat«' stream. 
Amid th' impetuous channel would he pluu^. 
To breast the torrent. On a fatal day. 
As in the sea his active limbs he bath'd, 
A savage corsair of the Persian king. 
My brother, naked and defenceless, bore, 
Ev'u in my sight, to 'Asia ; there to waste. 
With all the promise of its growing worth, 
His youth in bondage. Tedious were the tale^ 
Should I recount my pains, my father's woes. 
The days he wept, the sleepless nights he beat 
His aged bosom. And shall Alpheuaf spear 
Be absent fh>m Thermopylae, nor daim, 
O Polydonu, vengeance for thy wrongs 
In that first slaughter of the baiVrous foef 

Here interpot^d Dicneccs. Their hands 
He grasf/dj and cordial transport thus expreas'd— 

' O that Lycurgus from the shades might rise 
To praise the vutue which his laws inspire I' 

llius, till the dead of night, these heroes pass'd 
Hie hours in friendly converse, and enj oy ^ 
Each other's virtue. Happiest of men I 
At IcngUi, with gentle heaviness, the pow'r 
Of sleep invades tlieir eyelids, and constrains 
Tlieir magnanimity and zeal to rest; 
When, sliding down the hemisphere, the moon 
Jumiers'd in midnight shade her silver head. 
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BOOK II. 



^^t Stfiument^ 

ZeonidaSf on his approach to the Isthmus, is met 
by the leaders qf the troops sent from other 
Grecian states, and by the deputies who com- 
posed the Isthmian council. He harangvtes 
them; then proceeds, in coiyunption with these 
forces, towards Thermopylae. On the first day 
he is joined by Dithyrcunbus ; on the third he 
reaches a valley in Locris, where he is enter- 
tained by Oilcus, the public host of the Laccr- 
jdtBmxmian state; and the next morning is ac- 
companied by him, in a car to the temple of 
Fan : he finds Medon there, the son of O'ileus, 
and commander qf two thousand Locrians, 
already posted at ThennopyUe, and by htm is 
infrrmed that the army qf Xerxes is insight of 
the pass. 
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BOOK IT. 



A URORA spreads her parple htmrns armtiKl, 
'^'- Wheu move the Spartans, Their approach is known. 
The Isthmian coaocil, and the difPrent chici's 
AVho lead th' auxiliar bands, advance to incct 
Leontdas; Enpalamus the atrong, 
Alcniaeon, Cloniii.%.Oiophantns brave, 
'With Hegesander. At th -ir head is geen 
AristobulnSy whom Mycenae's raoks 
Obey; Mycenae, once aagiist id powV, 
In splendid wealth, and vaantiog still tlie name 
Of Agamemnon. To Laconia's king 
The chteftaiu spake—' lieonidas, survey 
Mycenae's race. Shonld ev'ry other Greek 
IjC aw'd by Xerxes, and his eastern host. 
Believe not we'can fear, deriv'd from tlii>se 
Who once conducted o'er the fbaming surge 
The strength of Greece; who desert left ttic fields 
Of ravaij^d Asia, and her proudest walls 
From their foundattons leveU'd to the ground.' 

Leonidas replies not, but his voice 
Directs to all — ' lUustrioas warriors, hailf 
Who thns nniUunted signalize your faith, 
Yonr generous ardour, ia the common cause. 
But yon, whose counsels prop the Grecian state, 
O venerable synod, who consign 
To oar protecting sword tlie gate of Greece, 
'Ilirice hail I Whatever by valour we obtain. 
Your wisdom must presierve. With piercing eyes 
Contemplate ev'ry city, and discern 
Their various tempers. Somf , with partial care. 
To guard their own, neglect the public, weal. 
Unmov'd and cold are others. Terror here, 
CorVnplioa there, presides. O fire tlie heave 
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• 'i'o gcnVal efforts in the gen'i-al canse. 

, Confirm the wav'ring. AJiiinate the cold. 
The tiiuid. Watch the faithless. Some betray 
Themselves and Greece. ITieir perfidy prevent. 
Or call them back to honour. Let ns all . 

, Be tink'd in sacred union, and t}il& land 

, May face the world*^ Yihole multitnde in arms. 

' If for the spoil by Fans borne to Troy, 
'A thou'<-uid keels the Hellespont o'erspread, 
Shall not ag;uu confederated Greece 
Be rout'd to battle, and to freedom give 
AVhat once she gave to fame? Behold, we haste 
To stop th' invading tyrant Till we fall. 
He sliHll not pour his myriads on your plains. 
But, as the gtxis conceal how long our strengtli 
May-stand unvanqnish'd, or how soon may yield. 
Waste not a moment, till consenting Greece 
Range all her free-bom numbers in tlie field.' 

Leonidas concluded. Awful stept 
Before the sage assembly one, supreme 
And old in office, who addi-effi'd the king— 

' Thy bright example ev'ry heart unites. 
From Uice her happiest omens Greece derives 
Of concord, safety, liberty, an/i fimie. 
Go then, O first of mortals, go, impress 
Amaze and terror on tlie barbVous host ; 
The frce-boi'n Greeks instructing life to deem 
Less dear than honour, and their couiitrj's cause.' 

This heard, Leonidas, thy secret soul. 
Exulting, tasted of tlie sweet reward 
Due to thy name through endless time. Once more 
His eyes he turn'd, and view'd in raptli-ous thought 
His native land, which he alone can save ; 
llien summoii'd all his majesty, and o'er 
The Tstbmus trod. The phalanx moves behind. 
Tn deep arrangement. So th' imperial sliip, 
Witli stately bulk, along tlie heaving tide. 
In military pomp, conducts the pow'r 
Of some proud navy, bounding from the port. 
To bear the vengeance of a mighty state 
AiTunst a tyrant's w«Hs. Till mlvry noon 
Tiiry marcii ; wkMl, halting as they take rcpitiit,. 
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Aenw the plain before tliem they descry 
A tiwp of Thespiana. One above the rest 
In emioence precedes. His glitf rirtg shield, 
'Whose goldcemblazonM orb collects the beams 
Cast by meridian Phoebas from hits throne, 
Flames like another san. A snowy plamc, 
"^^ilh wanton curls dispordng in the breeze, 
Floats o'er his dazzling cssqoe. On nearer view. 
Beneath the ra^nt honours of his crest, 
A coontenance of yonth, in ro^ prime 
And manly sweetness, won the flx'd regard 
Of each beholder. Vitli a modest grace 
He came, respectful, tow'rd the king, and shew'd 
' 'lliat all ideas of his own desert 
"Were sank in veneration. So the god 
Of liglit salutes his ^pyreal sire ; 
\Vlicn from his altar, in th' cmbow'iing grove 
Of f»lmy Delos, or the hallowM bonnd 
Of Tenedos, or Claros, wliere he hears 
In hymns his praises itom the sons of men. 
He reascends the high Olympian seirts: 
Such reverential homage on his brow, 
OVi-shading, softens his effulgent bloom 
^Vith loveliness and grace. The king receives 
Th' illastrioas Thespian thus—* My willing tongac 
Would style thee Dithyrambns. Thou dost bear 
All in thy aspect to become diat name, 
Renown'd for worth and valour. O reveal 
Thy birth, thy charge. Whoe'er thou art, my soul 
Desires to know the^, and wonld call thee frieml.' 

To hira the youth-—* O bulwark of our weal, 
My name is Dithyrambns; which the lips 
■ Of some benevolent, some gen'rous, friend 
Vto thee have sounded in a partial strain, 
JAnd thon hast heard with favour. In thy sight 
I stand, deputed by tlie Thespian chief. 
The Theban, Locrian, by the fam'd in war, 
Diomedon, to hasten thy approach. 
Three days will bring the hostile pow'rs in view.* 

He said. The rewly stahdards are uprear*d. 
By zeal enforc'd, till ev*ning shadows fall 
The march continues; then by day-spring sweeps 
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The earliest de^-s. The van, by A0» Ird, 

rifplays the grisly face of battle, rough 

"With spears, obliqaely traird in dreadi'ui Jength 

Aloug til' indented way. Beside liim ina>*ch'd 

Plis gallant Tbe^pian liott. The centre boasts 

Xeonidas, the leader, who retains 

The good MegisUas near him. In the rear 

Dieneces commanded, who in diarge 

Kept Mcnaiippns, offspring of his fritnd. 

For these instrncticns-^' Let tlune eye, young man. 

Dwell on the order of oar varying mardi ; 

As champaign, valley, moontain, or defile, 

liequire a change. The eastern tyrant tlios 

Conducts not his Barbarians, like the sanda 

In number. Yet the discipline of Greece 

They will encounter, feeble as the sands 

Dash'd on a rock, and scattered in their fall.* 

To him til* inquiring yoath~*' Hie martial tread 
The flute's slow warble, both in just accord, 
Entrance my senses; but let wonder ask. 
Why is tliat tender vehicle of sound 
Preferr'd in war by Spartaf Other Greeks 
To more sonorous music rush in fight.* 

* Sou of my friend,* Dieneces rejoins, 

' Well dost thou note. I praise thee. Sparta's law 

W'ith human passions, source of human woes. 

Maintains perpetual strifie. She sternly curbs 

Our infant hearts, till passion yields its seat 

I'o principle and order. Muric too, ■ 

By Spartans lov'd, is t«mper*d by the law ; 

Still to her plan subservient, mehs in notes 

Which cool and sootb, not irritate and warm. 

llitts Ijy habitual abstinence apply*d 

To ev*ry sense, suppresidng naturetB fire 

By modes of duty, not by ardour, sway'd. 

O'er each impetuous enemy abroad, 

At home o»er vice and pleasure we prevail.* 

* O might I merit a Xaconian name I* 
The Acarnanian answer'd — * But ex,pl:dn 
What is the land we traverse? what the liill. 
Whose parted summit in a spacious voi<l 
Admits a bed of clouds? and, giacious, tcU 
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Whose arv those mits of Hrmoor mhich T ace 

Borne by two IIclolsT At the qatrstioui plicH»'Af 

Dieneces continaes-— ' Thoee belong 

To Alpheus and his brother. Light of foot. 

They, diaenoimber'd, all at large precede 

This pon<f rons band. They guide a troop of slaves. 

Oar misdle-weaponVl Helots, to observe. 

Provide, forewarn, and obetacles remove. 

This tract is Fhocis. That divided hill 

la fiunTd Pamaasas. Thence the voice divine 

'Wsa aent by Pltoebos, sominouing to death 

The king of Sparta. From hb fruitful blood 

A crop y^iil q|) nni^p f y Tcl&rV W <5f^ece7"~ 

"~ Amf Heselhree huncired, hij^ in Virtli and rank. 
All citizens of Sparta'--crie8 the yontb. 
' They all most bleed,' Dieneces subjoins, 
' All, with their leader: so the law decrees.' 

To him, with earnest looks, the gpn'rons youth — 
' Wilt thou not place me in that glorious hour 
Close to thy buckler? Gratitude will biace 
Thy pojHl's arm to manifest the force 
Of thy instractiou.' — * Menalippus, no,' 
Kctnm'd the chief; ' not thou of Spartan bree<I, 
Jlor cail'd to perieh. Thou, onwedded too, 
Wonldst leave no race behind thee. Live to praise, 
live to enjoy, our solitary fall. 
Keply is needless. See, the sun descends. 
The army halts. I trust thee with a chaigc. 
Son of Megistias. In my name command 
Til* attendant Helots to eret t our camp. 
We pitch oar tents in Locris.' Quick the youth 
His charge aocfMoiplish'd. Fk-om a gen'rous meal. 
Where, at the call of Alpheus, Locris show'r'd 
Her Amaltbean plenty on her friends. 
The sated warriors soon in slumber lose 
TIte memory of toil. His watchftil round 
Dieneces, with Menalippns, takes. 

The moon rode high and clear. Her Kght benign 
To their plea^d eyes a rural dwelling shew'd. 
All unadom'd, but setmly. Eitlier side 
Was fenc'd by trees high shadowing. The front 
Look'd on a crystal pool, byfeathtr'd tribes 
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At ev*ry dawn frequented. From the springs* 
A small redondance fed a shallow brook. 
O'er smoothest pebbles rippling, jnst to wake. 
Not startle, silence, and the ear of night 
Entice to listen undistariyd. Around 
The grass was covcr'd hy reposing sheep. 
Whose drowsy guard no longer bay'd the ntoon. 

The warriors stopp'd, contsmplating the seat 
Of rural quiet. Suddenly a swain 
Steps forth. His fingers touch the breathing reed. 
Uprise the fleecy train. Each faithful dog 
Is rouhM. All heedful of the wonted sound. 
Their known conductor follow. Slow behind 
Til" observing warriors move. Ere long they reach 
A broad and vcrdaut circle, thick indos'd 
With bircJies straight aiid tall, whose glossy rind 
Is clad in silver from Diana's car. 
The ground was holy, and the central spot 
An altar bore to Pan. Beyond the orb 
Of skreeuing trees, th* external circuit swarmM 
With sheep and beeves, each neighbonritig hamlet's 

wealth 
Collected. Tliither soon the swain avriv'd. 
Whom, by the name of Meliboeus hail'd, 
A peasant tht-ong surrounded. As their chief. 
He, nigh the altar, to his rural friends 
AddresaM these words. * O, sent from dilfVent lords 
With contribution to the public wants. 
Time presses. God of peasants, bless our course ! 
Speed to the slow-pac'd ox for once impjrt ; 
That o'er these vallies, cool'd by dewy night. 
We, to our summons true, ere noontitL: blaze, 
May join Oileus, and his pi*!iise obtiiin I' 

He ceas'd. To rustic madrigals and pipes, 
Combin'd with bleating notes and tihkling bells. 
With clamour shrill from bn.«y tongues of dogs, 
Or hollow-sounding from the deep-mouth'd ox. 
Along the valley, herd and flock are driv'n 
Successive ; halting oft to harmless spoil 
Of flow'rs and herbage, springing in their aght. 
While Meliboeus marshal I'd with address 
The inoffensive host, unseen in shades, 
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Dieneces applauded, and the yoiuh , 

Of Moulippos camion'd. * Let no woixl 
Impede the careful peasant. Ou liis cliarge 
Depeads oar welfare. Diligent and staid, 
He salts his godlike master. Thoa vrilt see 
That ri^teoQS hero soon. Now 8l.«p demands 
Oar debt to natme.' On a carpet dry 
Of mo65, beneath a wholesome beech, they lay, 
Arra'd as they were. Their slomber, short, iviire*^ 
With night'd last shadow. At their warning roiis'd, 
Tlie troops proceed. TIi' admiring eye of youth 
In Menalippos canght tlie morning rays, 
To guide its travel o*er the landscape wide 
Of cultivated hillocks, dales, and lawns ; 
Where mansions, hamlets, intcrpos'tl ; where domes 
Ilose to their gods, through consecratojl diadcs. 
n*j then exclahns — * O say, can Jove d«votc 
These fields to ravage, those abodes lo llames 7 

The Spartan answers—* Ravage, 8>vord, and lire. 
Must be endured, as incidental ills. 
SaflUce it tliesc invaders, soon or late. 
Will leave this soil more fertile by tlieir blowl. 
With spoils abundant to rebuild the f.mes. 
Precarious benefits are these, thou seest. 
So fram'd by heav'n ; but virtue is a good 
No foe can spoil, and lasting to the gj-ave.* 

Beside the public way, an oval foimt 
Of marble sparkled with a silver spray 
Of falling rills, collected from above. 
The army halted, and tlieir hollow casques 
l>ipp'd in tlie limpid stream. Behind it rose 
An edifice, composM of native roots. 
And oaken trunks, of knotted girth unwrought. 
Within were beds of djoss. Old, batteiAl, arms 
Hung from tlje roof. The mrious chiefs approadu 
These words, engraven on a tablet rude, 
Megistias reads ; the rest in silence heir. 
* Yon marble fountain, by Oileus plac'd. 
To thirsty lips in living water flows; 
I'or weary steps he fram'd this cool retrcai ; 
A grateful otT'rii:^ her<ito niral peace. 
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His dinted aliidd, his helmet, he resigu'd. 
O passenger, if, bora to noble deeds, 
Thoa wonldst' obtain perpetual gra -e from Jove, 
Devote thy vigour to heroic toils, 
' And thy decline to liospitable cares. 
Rest here ; then seek Oilens in his vale.' 

' O Jove,' bant foith Leonidas, * thy grace 
Is large and various. liength of days aud bliss 
To him thou giv'st, to me a shortened term, 
Kor yet les happy. Grateftil, we confess 
Hiy dilf 'rent bonnties, measnr'd full to both. 
Come, let us seek O'ileas in his vale.' 

The word is given. The heavy phalanx moves. 
The light-pac'd Helots long, ere morning dawn'd. 
Had recommenc'd their progress. They o'ertook 
Blithe Melibceos in a spadons vale. 
The fraitfullest in Locris, ere the sun 
Shot fortli his nooittide beams. On either side 
A surface scarce perceptibly ascends. 
Luxuriant vegetation crowds the soil 
"With trees close rang'd and mingling. Rich the loads . 
> Of native fruitage to the sight reveal 
Their vig'rous nurture. There the flodiing peach, 
The apple, citron, almond, pear, and date. 
Pomegranates, purple mulberry, and fig, 
From interlacing branches mix tlieir iioes 
^nd scents, the passenger's delight; but leave 
In the mid ^^ale a pasture long aud large. 
Exuberant in vivid verdure cropp'd 
By herds, by flocks, innum'roua. Neighbouring krfolts 
Are speckled o'er with cots, whose humble roois 
To herdsmen, shepherds, and laborious hinds. 
Once yielded rest unbroken, till the name 
Of Xerxes sliook their quiet. Yet this day • 
Was festive. Swains and damsels, youth and age, 
From toil, from hcHne enlarged, disporting, fiU'd 
Til' enliven'd meadow. Under ev'ry sliade 
A hoary minstrel sat ; the maidens danc'd ; 
Flocks bleated; oxen low'd; the horses neigh'U; 
With joy the vale resounded ; terror fled ; 
leonidas was nigh. The welcome news 
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By Melibonis, hast'oiiig to hu lord, 

Was loudly told. The Helots too appear'd. 

While wkh his brother AlpheDl^thlls diaconrs^d-^ 

* In this foir valley old Oileas dwells, 
Tlie first of Locrians, of Laconta's state 
The poblic ho^. Yon lanse pavilions mark. 
They promise welcome. Thither let us beod, 
There tell oar charge.' This said, they both adrance. 
A hoary band receives them. One, who teeaafd 

la rank, in age, saperior, wav'd his hand 
To Melibcens, standing near, and spake — 
< By this my faithfal mesfsenger I learn 
Tliat you are friends. Nor yet th' invader's foot 
Hath pass'd oar .confines. Else, o'ercast by time. 
My sig^t wonld scarce distingatUi firiend or foe^ 
A Grecian or Barbarian.' Alphens then — • 

* We come from lacedaaaaa, ot oor king, 
Leonidas, forenumera.*— -' Is he ni^T 

The cordial senior tenderly exclaims — 
' I am Oilens. Him a beardless boy 
I knew in LBcedaeimoo. Twenty years 
Are since elaps'd. He scarce remembers me. 
Bat I viriU feast him, as becomes my zeal, 
Ifim and his army. Yoa, my friends, repose.* 

They sit. He still discoarses— * Spartan guests. 
In me an aged soldier you behold. 
From Ajax, fion'd in Agamemnon's vear, 
O'ilean Ajax, flows my Tital stream, 
Unmix'd with his presumption. I have borne 
The highest fkinctions in the Locrian state, 
Not with dishonour. Self*dismiss'd, my age 
Hath in this valley, on my own demesne, 
liv'd tranquil, not rectase. My comrades these. 
Old magistrates and warriors, like myself, 
^eleas'd from public care, with me retir'd 
To rural quiet. Through our last remains 
Of time in sweet garrulity we sli^e, 
Kecounting past achievements of our prime ; 
Nor wanting llb'ral means for Ub^ral deeds; 
Here blest, here blessiag, we reside. These flocks. 
These herds and pastures, tficse our numYous hinds. 
And poverty hence exil'd, may divulge 
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Oar geueroufl almndanoe. We can spread 
A banquet for an army. By the stale 
Once more entreated, we accept a char^. 
To age well soiled. By our watchful care 
The goddess Plenty in your tents shaU dwell/ 

He scarce had finish'd when the mslgns broad 
Of Lacedscmou's pbahnx down the vale 
Wereseen to wave, unfolding at the sound 
Oi^flutes, soft warbling in die expresave mood 
Of Dorian sweetness, nnadorn'd . Aroond, 
In notes of welcome, ev*ry shepherd torfd 
His spriglitly reed. The damsels shcw'd their hair, 
Diversify'd with flowrets. Garlan'ds gay, 
J Knih-woven baskets, glowing with the diet 
, OfamaranthSyOfJasmin, roses, pinks, 
] And violets, they carry, tjippicg light 
. Before the steps of grunly-ffeatorM Mars, 
. To blend the smiles of Flora with his frown. 
Leonidas they chant in sylvan lays. 
Him the defender of their meads and groves. 
Him, more than Pan, a guardian to their flocks. 
While Philomela, m her poplar shade, 
Awaken'd, strains her emnladng throat. 
And joins, with liquid trills, the swelling sounds. 

Behold O'lleus and his ancient train 
Accost Laconia's king, whose looks and words 
Confess remembrance of the Locrian chief. 
* Thrice hail, Oileus, Sparta's noble host! 
Thou art of old acquainted with her sons. 
Their laws, their manners. Musical as brave, 
Train'd to delight, in smooth I'erpandei^s lay, 
Jn Alcman's Dorian measure, we enjoy, 
Jn thy melodious vale, th* unlaboured strains 
Of i-nral pipes, to nightingales attnnM. 
Our heart-felt gladness deems the goldfA age 
Subsisting where thou govern'st. Still these tonei 
Of joy continued may thy dwellings hear I 
Still may this plenty, unmolested, crown 
The favoured district I may thy reverend dust 
Have peaceful shelter in thy father's tomb I 
Kind Heaven, that merit to my sword impart / 
By joy uplifted, forth Oileus broke— 
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* Tbou doct recall mf thenl O, sent to gaard 
Theae froHs from spoil, these hoary locks from Aame, 
Fermit thy weary'd soldieiB to pai take 

Of Loman pleoly. Enter then my tenti, 
Thoa and thy captains. I nhite Ihem all.' 

The hero, AiU dignity and years, &/ .' 

Once bokl in action, placed now in ease, 
£v'n by his look, benignly cast aroand* 
Gives lassitude relief. With native grace, 
With heart-efi'u^d complacency, the king 
Accepts the liberal welcome; while his troops. 
To relaxation and repast dismiss'd. 
Pitch on the woonded green their bristling spears. 

Still is the eVulug. Under cfaesuot shades. 
With interweaving poplart, spacious stands 
A well^hmfd tent. There calm the heroes ait, 
The genial board enjoy, and feast the mind 
On sage discoorse ; which tltus Oileas clof>'d— 

* Behold, night lifts her signal, to invoke 
That friendly god ^ho owns the drowsy wand. 
To Mercnry this lait libadon fiows. 
Parewell till morn.' They separate, they sleep; 
All but Oilciu, who forsakes the tent. 
On Melihaos in these words be calls-~ 

* Approach, my faithlVd Aicnd.' To him the swaiu~- 
' Iliy bondman bran tliy^call.' The chief replies 
Lond, for the gath'iicg peasantry to heed — 

' Come, Meliboeas, it is sorely time 
That my repeated gift, the name of friend, 
Thon ribonldst accept. Ihc name of bondman wonndi 
My ear. Be free. No longer, best of men, 
Reject that boon ; nor let my feeble head. 
To thee a debtor, as to gracious heav'n. 
Descend, and sleep nnthankfnl in the grave. 
Thoagh yielding natare daily feels decay, ^ 
Thon dost prevent all rare. The gods estrange ^ 
Fain from my pillow, have secnr'd my breast 
IVom weeds, too oft in aged soils profbse, 
Tnm self-tormenting petalance and pride, 
fVom jealoQsy and envy at the fame 
Of younger men. Leonidas will dim 
My former lustre, as that silver orb 
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Ontoliines the meanest star ; and I rejoice. 
O Meliboeas, these elect of Jove 
To certain death advance. Immortal pow*i-s ! 
How social, how eutlearing is their siieecLI 
How flow in liVral cheerfalness their hearts ! 
To 8uch a period verging, men like these 
Age well may envy, and that envy take 
Tue genaine shape of vutne. Let their span 
Of earthly being, while it lasts, cpntain 
Each earthly joy. Till blest Elysium spread 
Her ever4)looming, inexliaustsd stores 
To their glad sight, be mine the grateful taak 
To drain my plenty. ' Prom the vaulted caves 
Our vessels large of well-fermented wine. 
From all our gran'ries lift the treasnr'd corn. 
Go, load the groaning axles, nor forget 
With garments new to greet Melissa's nymphs. 
To her a triple change of veHments bear. 
With twenty iambs and twenty speckled kids. 
Be it your care, my peasants, some to aid 
Him, your dh-ector, others to select 
Jive hundred oxen, thrice a thousand sheep, 
Of lusty swains a thousand. Let the morn, 
When fii-st she blushes, see my will performed.' 
,They heard. Their lord's injunctions to fulfil 
Was their ambition. He, unrestuig, mounts 
A ready car. The coursers had cnroU'd 
His name i|i Isthmian and Nemean games. 
By moon-light, floating on the splendid reins. 
He, o'er the busy vale mtent, is borne 
From place to place; o'crlooks, directs, forgets 
That he is pld. Meantime the shades of night. 
Retiring, wake Dieneces. He gives 
The word. His pupil seconds. Ev'iy band 
Isarm'd. Day opens. Sparta's king appears. 
Oileua greets him. In his radiant car 
The senior stays, reluctant; but his guest 
So wills, in Spartan reverence to age. 
Then spake the Locrian— ' To assist thy camp 
A chosen band of peasants I detach. 
I trust thy valour. Doubt not thou my care ; 
Nor doubt that swaio.» Oilens, speaking, look**! 
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On Melibona. ' Skilftil he cfunmands 

These hinds. Him nvite, him faithfnl, I have prov'd^ 

More dian Emuscua to Lacrtesf Bon. 

To hfan th* Oetsew woods, their derioos tracks » 

Are known, each rill and fonntain, !Ncar tfie paaa 

Two thoaaand Locrians wilt thon find rncampMy 

My eldest born their leader, Medon nain'd, 

Weil exercii'd in ani)S. My daaglitcr dwells 

On Oeta. Sage Meii»a she is cali'd, 

Enlightcn'd priestcas of the tnnefal nine. 

She haply may acco^ thee. Thoa wilt lend 

An ear. Not ihiitless are Mclissa'i words. 

Now, servants, tning the sacred wine.' ObejM, 

He, from his seat opriaing, thns proceeds — 

' Lo! from this dialice a libation pure 
To Man, to Grecian liberty and laws, 
To their protector, Elentherian Jove, 
To his nine daughters, who record the brave. 
To thy renown, Leonidas, I poor ; 
And take an old man's benediction too.' 

He stopt. AfTection, straggllog in his heart, 
Bmet forth again — * lllustriotis guest, afford 
Another hour I That slender spoLCc of time 
Yi^ld to my sole poseeseion. While the troops, 
Already giitt'iing down the dewy vale. 
File through its narrow'd outlet, near my side 
Deign to be carry'd, and my tilk endure.* 

The king, well ploas'd, ascends. Slow move the 
steeds 
Behind ttie rear. O'lkns grasps his hand, 
Tlicn, in the fulness of his soul, pursnes— 

* Thy vcnei-ation for Laconia's laws 
That I may strengthen, mtiy to rapture warm, » 

Hear me display the melancholy fruits 
Of lawless will. When o'er the Lydian plains 
Hi' innomerable tents of Xerxes spread. 
His vassal, Pytliitis, who in affluent means 
Surpassies me, as that Bai'barian prince 
Thon dost in vii-tur, entettain'd the host, 
And proller'd all his trcasarrs. These tlie king 
Rehiring, cv'n augmented ttom his own. 
An ad of fancy, not Labituid grace, 
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Beside die trophy on his target iean'd. 
Unknown to Sparta's leader, wlio address'd 
His rev'rend host — * Thou pansest. Let me ask^ 
Whom do T see, resembling in his form 
A demigod V In transport then the sage— 

' It is my son, discover'd by bis shield. 
Thy brave annliar, Medon ! He sustains 
My ancient liononrs in his native state, 
Wbich kindly chose my offspring to replace 
Their long-seqnestcr'd chief. Heart-winning guest I 
My life, a tide of joy, which never knew 
A painfal ebb, beyond its wonted mark 
Flows in thy converse. Could a wbh prevail. 
My long and happy coarse shonld finish here' 

The chariot re^ed. Medon now apiH-oacli'd, 
Saluting thus Leonidas — * O king 
Of warlike Sparta, Xerxes' host in sight 
Begin to spread their multitude, and fill 
The spacious Malian plain.' The king replies — 

' Accept, illustrious messenger, ray thanks. 
With such a brave assistant as the son 
Of great Oileus, more assur'd I go 
To face those niunbei-s/ With his godlike friend^ 
The fatlier, now dismounting fh)m his car. 
Embraces Medon. In a sliding bark 
They all are wafted to the island fane 
Erected by Oileus, and enriched 
With his engrav'd achievements. Thence the eye- 
Of Sparta's gen'ral, in extensive scope. 
Contemplates each battalion as they wind 
Along the pool, whose limpid face reflects 
Their weapons, gUst'ning in the eai'iy sun. 
Tliem he to Pan arroipotent conunends. 
His favour tlius invoking — * God, whose pow'r. 
By rumour vain, or echo's empty voice. 
Can sink the valiant in desponding fear. 
Can disarray whole armies, smile bn these 
Tliy worshippers I thy own Arcadians gu:u*dl 
Ttiiough thee Oileus triumph'd. On liis son. 
On me, look ddwn. Our shields auxiltar joiii< 
Against profane Barbarians, who insult 
I'he Grecian, go<ls, and meditate tlie fUil 
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Of dus thy ahriiie.' He said, and now, intent 
To lave die island, on O'ileos cali'd. ' 

' He/ Mfidon answerM, * by his Joy and zeal 
Too hi^ transported, and diacoondng long, 
F^ 00 his drowsy lids a b^my down 
or heaviness dc£oendlng. He, nnmark'd 
Ajnid diy pioos commerce with the god, 
Wasiileatly remoVd. The good old chief _ 

Oo carpets, nds^d by tender, menial hands, 
Caba in the secret sanctnary is laid.' 

Hjs hasf ning step Leonidas restrains ; 
Thus fervent prays^^* O Maia's stn, beat pIcisM 
When calling slumber to a virtnons eye. 
Watch o'er my venerable friend! Thy balm 
He wants, eKhamted by his love to me. 
Sweet sleep, thod soft'nest that intruding pang 
Which gen'roos breasts, so parting, miut admit.' 

He said, embark'd, relandcd. To his siilu 
loTidng Medon, be rejoiuM the hosU - 
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BOOK JJJ. 



Dtonidas arrives at ThcrmopyUt about noon, on 
the fourth day ttfter his departure from the 
Isthmus, He is received by Demophilus, tht 
commander qf Thespia, and by Anaxander the 
Theban, treacherously recommending Epialtts, 
a Malian, who seeks » by a pompous description 
of the Persian potoer, to intimidate the Grecian 
leaders as they are viewing the enem^^s camp 
from the top of mount Oeta. He is ansvxred by 
Dieneces and Diomcdon. Xerxes sends Tigranes 
and Phraortes to the Grecian camp, who arc 
dismissed by Leanidas, and conduced back by 
Dithyrambus and, Diomedon; which last, in- 
censed at the arrogance of Tigranes^ treats him 
with contempt and menaces. This occasioUsa 
challenge to single combat between Diomedon 
and Tigranes, Dithyrambus and Phraortes. 
£piatteSy after a conference with Anaxandert 
declares his intention of returning to Xerxes. 
Leonidas dispatches Agis tenth Melibceus, a faith- 
ful slave qf O'ileus, and high in the estimation 
of his lord, to view a body qf Phocians,who had 
been postid at a distancefrom J7termopyla,for 
the deface qf another pass in mount Oeta» 
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BOOK III. 

"VrOW in the van Leonidas appears, 

-^^ With Mudon still cooferriag. * Hart thoa heard,' 

He said, < among th' innauierable foes 

What chiefs are most dUiogaish'd f * Might we trust 

To foine/ ruply'd the Loci'ian, * Xerxes boa&ls 

His ablest, bravest, coansellor and chief, 

In Aitemisia, Caria's matchless queen. 

To old Darias benefits had bound 

Her lord, herself to Xerxef>. Not compell'd. 

Except by magnanimity, she leads 

Th^ best appointed squadron of liis fleet. 

No female soilness Artemisia knows, 

But in maternal love. Her widoVd hand 

With equity and fiimaess for her son 

Administers the sway. Of Doric race 

She slill retains the spiiit, which from Greece 

Her ancestors transplanted. Other diiefs 

Are all Barbariaos, little known to t^me. 

Save one, whom Sparta hath herself supply'd, * 

Not less dian Demaratns, once her king. 

An exile now.' Leonidas rejoioSM.. 

< Son of Oileos, like thy father wise, 
like faim partake my confidence. Thy words 
Recall an sera, sadd'niog all my thoaglit^ 
That injur'd Spartan shar'd the regal sway 
With one.. ..Alas I my brother, eldest born, 
Unbiess'd by nature, favouiM by no god, 
Cleomenes I Insanity of mind, 
Itlalignant passions, impious acts, deform'd 
A life concluded by his own fell hand. 
Against his colleague, envious, he subomfd 
Lentychides. Him perjury and fraud 
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FlacPd on the wad, by Bemaratns held 
UMtain'd in Instre.' Here Oitoi^ aon.... 

* My Aitnre service only can repay 
Thy eonftdendal firieodship. Lei as clow 
The gloomy theme. Thermopylae is nigii/ 
Each face in transport glows. Now Oeta rear'd 
His tow'rli^ fordiead. With impatient steps 
On rush'd the phalanx, sounding pseana hig^ ; 
As if the present deity of fame 

Had fkx>m the nmmit shewn her danding ftirm, 

Vnth wreaths nnfading on her temples bound. 

Her adamantine trumpet in her hand. 

To celebrate thefr valour. iVom the van 

LeonidM advances, lilce tiie son. 

When through dividing clouds his presence stays 

Their sweeping rack, and stills the clam*rous wind. 

The army silent halt* Thdr ensigns fian 

The air no longer. Motionless tlieir spears. 

His eye reveals the ardour of his soul. 

Which thus finds ntfrance from his eager lips.... 

* All hail, Thermopylse, and you, the pow'rs 
Frendlng herel All hail, ye silvan gods. 

Ye fountain nymplis, who send your lucid riUs 

In bro^cen murmurs down die nigged steepi 

Receive us, O benignant, and support 

The cause of Greece I Conceal die secret pi^s 

Which o^er these crags, and through these forests, vriod, 

Untrod by human feet, and trac'd alone 

By your immortal footsteps I O defend 

Your own recesses, nor let im[»oas war 

Profane the solemn sUence of your groves I 

Then on your hiUs your praises shall you hear 

From diose, whose deeds shall tell th' approving woiid 

That not to undeservers did ye grant 

Your his;h protecdoo. You, my valiant fHends, 

Now rouse die gen'rous spirit which inflames 

Your hearts ; exert the vigour of your arms ; 

That in the bosoms of die brave and tree 

Your memorable actions may survive; 

May sound delighttVil in the ear of time. 

Long as blue Neptune beats the Malian strand. 
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Or those tall cliffs erect didr Afnggy tops 

So near to HeaVn, yoar momments of fame f 

As in some torrid regioD, where the hejul 
Of Ceres bends beneath her golden load, 
If from a burning brand a scattered spark 
lavade the parching ground, a sodden blaze 
Sweeps o'er the crackling champaign ; ihroogh his liost^ 
Not with less swiftnees, lo Ihc Airthest nniks 
The words of great IieonidaB diffo/d 
A more than murt.-il fervooTi Ev'ry heart 
Distends wUli thoughts of glory, such » raise 
The patriot's virtue, and the soldiei's firet 
When' danger, most tremendous in his .form. 
Seems in their sight most lovely. On their miiids 
Imagination iHctures all the scenes 
Of w^r ; the purple field, the he^w of deaid. 
The glittering trophy (»l'd with Persian anuii. 

But lol the Grecian leaders, who before 
Were stationed near Thermofjlx, salute 
Laconia's king. The Thespian chief, ally'd 
To Ditfayrambus, first the silence breaks ; 
An ancient warrior. From behind his cteqpei 
Whose' crested wei^ his ^ed templesbore. 
The slender hairs, all uiver'd o'er by time, 
Flow'd venerably down. He thus began.M. 

' Joy now shall crown the jperiod of my days; 
And whether nigh my father's urn I sleep. 
Or, slain by Persia's sword, embrace the earth, 
Onr common parent, be it as the gods 
Shall best determine. For the present hour 
I bless their bounty, which bath giv'n my age 
To see the brave Leonidas, and bid 
That hero welcome on this glorious shore. 
To fix the basis of the Grecian weal.' 

Here too the crafty Anazander spakc^. 
' Of all the Thebans, we, rejoking, liail 
The king of Sparta. We obey'd his call. 
O may oblivion o^er the shame of Thebes 
A dark'ning veil extendi or those alone 
By fame be cnrS'd, whose imfdoos counsels turn 
Their coontrymen from virtue I Thebes was waak. 
Her gl<»ry bury'd in dishonest sloth* 
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To wake her langnor geuVous AIpLens came, 

Ite messenger of flreedom. O accept 

Our graleAil hearts! Thou, Aipheus, art the canae 

That Aoaxander fiom his native gates 

Not single joins this host; nor tamely these. 

My chosen friends^ behind their walls remain. 

Enough of words. Time presses. Mount, ye chieft. 

This loftiest part of Oeta. This o'erlooks 

The straits, and far beyond their northern month 

Extends our sigiit across the Maltan plain. 

Behold a native, Epialtes call'd, """^ — 

Who with the foe fk^om Thracid's bounds hath marcL'd.' 

DisgoisVI in seeming worth, he ended here. 
The camp not long had Epialtes reach'd. 
By race' a Malian. Eloquent his tongue. 
His heart was fiilse and abjeet. He vn^ akill'd 
To^grace perfidious counsels, and t o clothe 
In swelling phraselEeTSSsene^ro^ 
Foul nurs e of treasonV "To thetents of Greece, 
Himself a Greek, a f^thless spy he earned 
• Soon to ^e friends of Xerxes he repau'd. 
The Theban chieft, and nightly councils held 
How to betray the Spartans, or deject 
, By consternation. Up the arduous slope 
With him each leader to the summit climbs. 
Thence a tremendous-prospect they command. 
Where endless plains, by white pavilions hid. 
Spread like the vast Atlantic, when no shore, 
JHo rock, no promontory, stops the sight. 
Unbounded, as it wanders ; while the moon, 
Resplendent eye of night, in Ailiest orb. 
Surveys th^ interminate expanse, and throws 
Her raj's abroad, to deck in snowy light 
Ihe dancing billows. Such was Xerxes' camp ; 
A powV umivalPd by the mightiest king. 
Or fiercest conqu'ror, who^e blood-tliirsty pride. 
Dissolving all the sacred ties which bind 
The happiness of nations, hath npcall'd 
The sleeping Airy, Discord, from her den. 
Not finom the hundred brazen gates of Thebes, 
Hie tow'rs of Memphis, and those pregnant fields^ 
Enrich'd by kindly Nile, such armies swarm'd 
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\ Around ScMMtris; wbo with trophiei ftlTd 
j The vanquUli'd east; who o'er Ibe rapid fban 
. (K disUnt TaiudSy o'er the Borliux brrad 
Of Ganges, aeaU his formidabie name. 
I Kor yet in Asi^s fiu- extended boonds 
£*!« met nch nondyers; not when Ninas led 
' TV ABspian noe to oooqnest. Not the gitfes 
^Of Babylon along Enphrales pom'd 
Sudi myriwls arm'd ; when, emptying all her strccis, 
The nge of dire Semiramb they bore 
Beyond tlie Indus; there defeated, left 
His blood-stain'd cnrrent tmrbid with their dead. 

Tet of tlie cfaiefty contemplating this aceoe. 
Not one is Aaken. Undismay'd they stand ; 
Th^immeasniable camp with fearless eyes 
They traverse ; while, in meditation, near 
The treach^roos Malian waits, ooUeoting all 
His pMop of words to pahit tiie hostile pow'r ; 
Nor yet with fklsehood arms his fraadlbl tongue 
To fe^ a tale of terror. Tmdi, herself. 
Beyond the reach of flcdon to enhance. 
Now aids his treason, and with cold dismay 
Might pierce the bokl^ heart, onless secor'd 
By daonttess virtue, which disdains to live 
From liberty divor<fd. Reqoested so(m. 
He breaks his artftil silence. ' Gredw and ftiends. 
Can I behold my native Malian fiields. 
Presenting hoatiie millions to yoar sight. 
And not in grief suppress the horrid tale 
Whiflh yon exact from these ill-omen'd UpsT 
On Thradafs sea-beat verge I watdi'd the foes ; 
Whes^ joining Emrope to tlie Aaan strand, 
A mighty bridge restrain'd th' oatrageoos waves. 
And siemm'd ^ impetnoos cnrrent; while in arms 
The universal progeny of men 
Sleemfd trampling o'er the subjugated flood 
By thousands, by ten tlioasands., Persians, Medes, 
Afsyrinns, Saces, Indians, swarthy files 
From £ttiiopia, Egypt's tawny sons, 
AnMsuu, Bactrians, Parthiaos, all the strength 
Of Asia and of libya. Neptune groou'd 
fieneath their number, and, indignant, heiVd 
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Ilia neck against th' incumbent weight. In Tain 

/The violence of Euros and the north, 
With rage comUn'd, against th' unyielding pile 
Da^'U half the Hellespont. The easton worUl 
SeVn days and nights uninterraptcd pass 
To cover ThnKda's regions. They accept 
A Persian Iwd. TLey range their hardy race 
Beneath his standards. Macedonia's youth, 
The brave Thessalian horse, -with ev'ry Greek 
Who dwells beyond Thermopylae, attend, 
AasiEt a foreign ^rant. Sire of god«. 
Who in a moment, by thy will sniMreme, 
Canst qoetl the mighty in their proudest hopes. 
Canst raise the weak to safety, oh impart 
Thy instant snccoor I Interpose tliy arm! 
With lighming bbist their standards! 6b, eonfoond. 
With triple-bolted thnnder, Asia's tents. 
Whence mshing millions by tlie mom will poor 
An inundation to overwhelm the Greeks! 
BeaistancetiLse were vain against a host 
Which overspreads Thessalia. F^ beyond 
That Malian champaign, stretching wide below. 
Beyond the utmost measure of the sight 
iVom this aspiring cliflf, the hostile camp 
Contains yet mightier numbers ; who have draiu'd 
i The beds of copious rivers wifli their thirst ; 
Wl»o with their arrows hide the midday sun.' 

< Then we shall give them battle in the shade,' 
Dieneces reply'd. Not calmly thus 
Biomedon. On Persia's camp he bent 
His low'ring brow, whfch frowns had farrm>'d o'er, 

f Then fierce exclaim'd....* Bellona, turn, and view 
With joyful eyes that fieW, the fetal siage 
By regal madness for tliy rage prepar'd 
To exercise its horrors! Whet thy teetli» 

' Voracious death! All Asia is thy prey» 

■► Contagion, famine, and tha Grecian sword, 

I For thy insatiate hunger will provide 

' Vari^ of carnage.' He conclude* ; 

Kvhile on (he hort immense his cloudy brow 

lis flx'd, disdainful, and their strength defies. / 
Meantime an eastern herald down the paitf 
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Was leen slovr-naoving tow'rds the Phoci ui W4U. 
From Asia's monarch delegated, came 
Tigraoes and Pbraortes. From the hill 
Lt-ooidas conducts th' impatient ehlefli. 
By them environ'd, in his tent he aits ; 
Where thos Hgranes their <tftentioD calls.... 

' Ambaasadors fro n Persia'to Idng, we stand 
Before yon, Greci uis. To diq»!ay the pow'r 
Of our great master were a needless task. 
The name of Xerxe^ Ana'is mighty lord* 
Invincible, exatted on a throne 
SnrpasBing hnman lustre, most have reachM 
To ev'ry clime, and ev'ry heart impresh'd 
With awe an<l low aabinisMoo. Yet I swear. 
By yon refiilgent orb which flames above. 
The glorious symbol of eternal pow'r. 
This military Uirong, this shew of war. 
Well nigh persuade me yon have never heard 
That name, at whose comnianrling sound the banks 
Of Indus tremble, and the Caspian wave, 
Th* iEgyptlan flood, the Hellespontic surges 
Obedient roil. O impotent and rashi 
Whom yet the large beneAcence of lieav'n. 
And heav'nly Xerxes, roerciftil and kind, 
Deign to preserve, resign your arms! Disperse 
All to your cities I Tliere let humblest hands 
With earth and water greet your destinM lord.' 

As through tli' exteouve grove, whose leafy bo!ty;lL% 
Eatwining, crown some eminence with shade. 
The tempests rush sonorous, and between 
The erasliing branches roar; by fiei-ce disdain. 
By indignation, thus the Grecians, rons'd. 
In loudest clamour close the Persian's speech. 
But ev'ry tongue was bosh'd, when Sparta's kin; 
This brief reply <ieliver'd from his seat.... 



t . 



I. 



O Persian, when to Xerxes thou retum'st, 



Sa^ thou hast told the wonders of his pow'r. 
Tlicn say thou saw'st a slender band of Greeco, 
Which dares his boasted millions to the field.' 
He a<lds no more. Th' ambasttadors retire. 
Tliem o'er the limits of the Grecian lines 
Diotnerloaand Thespta's youth conduct. 
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In dow loleiDiiily they ail proceed, 

And snllen sUence ; baf their looks denote 

Far more than speech ooald ntter» Wrath contracts 

The forehead of Diomedon. His teeth 

Gnash widi impatjence of delay'd revenge. 

Disdain, \vhich sprung ftxHn conscloos merit, floahM 

The cheek of Dithyrambas. On the fyxx 

Of either Persian, arrogance, incensM 

By disappointment, lo«r*d. The ntmoet stnut 

TTjey now attain'd, ^liiidi open'd on the tenu 

Of Asia, tiiere discovering wide to view 

Her deep, immense arrangement. Thai the heart 

Of vain Tigranes, swelling at the sight. 

Thus overflows in k>nd and haogbty phrase.... 

' O Arimanips, origin of ill. 
Have we demanded of thy nnhleas powV 
Tlius with the corse of madness to i^ict 
These wretched men? Bat, since Iby dreadful ire 
To hresistible perdition do«ns 
The Grecian mce, we vainly sbonld opposo. 
Be thy dire will accohiplish'd. Let them li»ll. 
Their native soil be fiitten'd with their blood.* 

Enraged, the^stern Diomedon replies.... 
' Thou base dependant on a lawless king. 
Thou purple slave, thou boaster, dost^hou know. 
That I beheld the Marathonian field f 
Where, like the Libyan sands before the wind. 
Your host was scattered by Athenian spears? 
Where thou, perhaps by ignondnious fii^t. 
Didst fh>m ttiis arm protect thy shiVring limbs? 
O let me find thee in tonnorroVs fight 1 
Along this rocky pavement shalt thou lie. 
To dogs a banquet.' With uplifted palms, 
Tigranes then....' Omnipotent snppoit 
Of scepter^d Xerxes, Horomazes, hear! 
To thee his first victorious fruits of war 
Thy worshipper devotes, the gory spoils, 
Whicli from this Grecian, by the rising dawn. 
In sight of dtber host, my strength sliall rend.' ^ 

At length Phraortes, interposing, spake... 
• I too would find, among the Grecian chit f?. 
One who in battle dares abide my hiDoe.* 
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The pillant ycmlh of ThespU swttt replyM.... 
' Thoo look'at on me, O Perdan. Worthier fw 
Thoa mighfst hav« aingled from the nuako of Greece, 
Not one more willing, to csMy thy force. 
Yes, I win prove, before the eye of Mars, 
How far the prowen of her meaneit chief 
Bey<»Mi thy vannu deserves the pahn of ftmie/ 

This said, tbe Ftersians to thdr idi^ repair; 
Back to their camp the Gredana. There thqr find 
Each aoldier poising ids extended spear. 
His weighty hockler lanacbig on his arm. 
In wiu^ke prep a ration. Throos^ tlie files 
Eadk leader, moving vi^^lant, by praise. 
By exhortation, aids their native warmth. 
Alone tlie Theban Anaxander pinVl, - 
Who thos apart his Maiian friend beB()feike«.. 

* What lias thy lofty eloqaenee avaiPd, 
AlasI in vain attempting to confonnd 
Tlie Spartan vakwrl With redoubled fires. 
See 1k>w their boscnns glow, lliey wish to die ; 
They wait impatient for tfa' oneqoal fight. 
Too ibon tli' insnperable foes will spread 
Promiscnoos liavock roodd, and Tbebans share 
The do(Hn of Spartans. Hirongh the gnardtd pass 

Who will adventure Aaiit's camp to reach 

In oar behalf? tiiat Xerjtes may be warnU 

To spare Ids friends amid the gen'ral wreck; 

When his high-swoin resentment, like a flood 

Increa^d by atomy sbow'rs, shall cover Greece 

With desolation/ Efrialtes here.... 
' Whence, Anaxander, this onjast despair? 

Is there a path on Oeta's hills miknown 

To Epialtes? Over tracklen rocks, 

Throngh mazy woods, my secret steps can pass. 

Farewell ! I go. Thy merit shall be told 

To Persia's king. Thoo only watch the honr ; 

When wanted most, thy ready saoconr lend.' 
Meantime a weary, ocmiprehensive care 

To evVy part Lecmidas extends ; 

As in the hnn^ui frame tfaroagh ev'ry vein, 

And artery mumte, the mling heart 

Its Thai po^'rs disperses. In his teat • 
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The prudent chief of LocrU he consults; 

lit* sanunons Melibocus by the voice 

Of Agis. In humility not mean. 

By no unseemly ignorance depress'd, 

Th' ingenuous swain, by all th' illustiions house 

Of Ajax honoar'd, IhMn before the Icing, 

Who gracious spake.../ The confidence besto^'d. 

The praise by sage Oiieus might sUiBce 

To verify thy worth. Myself have watch'd. 

Have found thee skilful, active, and discreet. 

Thou know'st the region round. With Agis go, 

The upper straits, the Fhociau camp, explore.' 

* O condescension 1* Mcliboeus then, 

' More ornamental to the great than gems, 
A purple robe, or diadem ! The king 
Accepts my service. Pleasing is my task. 
Spare not thy servant. Exercise my Eeal. 
Oileus will rejoice, and, smiling, say 
An liumble hand may smooth a hero's path.' 

He leads the way, while Agis, following, ^[ukc... 
* O swain, distingnish'd by a Ub'ral mind. 
Who were thy parents? Where thy place of birth ? 
What chance depriv'd thee of a father's house? 
Oiieus sure thy liberty would grant. 
Or Sparta's king solicit for that grace ; 
When in a station equal to thy worth 
Thou ma/st be rank'd.' The prudent hind begm^.. 

* In diff'rent stations difl'rent virtues dwell. 
All reaping diff'rent benefits. The great 

In dignity and honours meet reward 

For acts of bounty and hei-oic toils. 

A servant's merit is obedience, truth. 

Fidelity ; his recompense content. 

Be not offended at my words, O chief! * 

They, who are free, with envy may behold 

This bondman of Oiieus. To his trust. 

His love exalted, I by nature's pow'r, 

From his pure model, could not fail to mould 

What thou entitlest Ub'ral. Wlience I came. 

Or who my parents, is to me unknown. 

In childhood seiz'd by robbers, I was sold. 

They took their price; they hush'd th' atrocious deed. 
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Dear to O'llem and hia nor, I throve ; 
i^nd, whether noble or ignoble bom, 
I am contented, stodioas of their Jove 
Alone. Ye sons of Sparta, 1 admire 
Your acts, yonr spirit, bnt confine my own 
To their condition, happy in my lord, 
Hiouelf of men most happy.* Agts bland 
Kejoins. ' O bom with talents to become 
A lot more noble, wliich, by thee ref^is'd, 
Hioa dost the more cleserve I Laconia's kiiig 
Discerns thy merit throogh its modest veil. 
Cooaiomiate pmdence in thy words I hear. 
lx>fig may contentment, justly priz'd, be thine ! 
Bot, shoold the state demand thee, I fore$;ee 
Thon wooldst, like others, in the field excel, 
Woaldst nhare in glory.' Blithe retnm'd the swain.... 

' Not evVy service is confiii'd to arms. 
Thmt dialt behold me in my present state 
Not Qselesp. If the charge P'llens gave 
I can accomplisB, meriting bis praise 
And thy esteem, my glory will t)e full.' 

Both pleas'd, in converse thns pnrsae their way, 
Where Oeta lifts her sommlts hnge to heavli 
In rocks abrupt, pyramidal, or tower'd, 
Like castles. Sadden from a tufUfd crag, 
Where goats are browsing, Meliboens hears 
A call of welcome. There his course he stays. 
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^e drcument* 

Tigranea and Phraorta repair to Xerxes^ mhont 
they find seated on a throne, 8urrottnded by his 
Satraps, in a magnificent pavilion ; while t/u 
Magi stand b^orc him, and sing a hymn, con- 
taining the religion of Zoroaxtres. Xerxes, not- 
withstanding the arguments qf his brothers, 
Hyperanthes and Abrocomes, gives no credit to 
the ambassadors, who report that the Grecians 
are determined to maintain the pass against 
him i but, by the advice of Artemisia, the queen 
qf Caria, ascends his chariot, to take a view of 
the Grecians himself, and commands Demara- 
tus, an exiled king qf Sparta, to attend him. 
He passes through the midst qf hi» army, con- 
sisting qf many nations, differing in arms, cus- 
toms, and manners. He advances to the entrance 
qf the straits, and, surprised at the behaovour 
qfthe Spartans, demands the reason qf it from 
Demaratusj which occasions a conversation be- 
tween them, on the mercenary forces qf Persia 
and the militia qf Greece, Demaratus, weeping 
at the sight of his countrymen, is con\forted by 
Hyperanthes. Xerxes, still incredulous, com- 
mands Tigranes and Phraortes to bring the 
Grecians bound b<fdre him the next day, and 
retires to his pavilion, Artemisia remains be- 
hind with her son, and communicates to Hype- 
ranthes her apprehensions qf a defeat at Ther- 
mopyUe. She takes an accurate view qf the past, 
chooses a convenient place for an ambuscade, 
and, on her departure to the Persian camp, it 
surprised by a reprffqffrom a woman <^ an 
tiw/ka appearance on a diffqf mount Oeta, 
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BOOK IV. 



THE plain beyond Thaino|>yl8B is girt 
Half roond by moantaiiWy half by Ncptnne lavM. 
The ardnoas ridge is broken deep in defts, 
Whidi open channels to pellndd streauMy 
In rapid flow aonwoos.' Quef in £anie, 
Sperdieos, boasting once liis poplars tall, 
Foama down a atony bed. Throagliont the flice 
Of tlu8 broad champaign, nnmberleas, are pitchM 
Barbarian tents. Along the winding flood 
To ridi Xhessalia's confines tliey eactend. 
They fill the vallies, late profbsely blessed 
In natnr^s varied beantiea. Hostile spears 
Now bristle horrid through her bingaid shrubs. 
Pale die her flowrets under barb'roas feet. 
Embracing ivy from its rock is torn. 
The lawn, disniantied of its verdure, Adev. 
Ibe poplar groves, tiprooted from the banks, 
Leave desolate the stream. Elaborate domes. 
To heav'n devoted in recesses green. 
Had felt rude force, insensible and' blind 
To elegance and art. The statues, basts. 
The fig;ai'd vases, mutilated, lie. 
With chisel'd colnmns, their engraven friesK, 
Their architrave uid cornice, all disjoined. 

Yet, unpolluted, is a part reserv'd 
In this deep vale, a patrimonial spot 
Of Aleuadian princes, who, allies 
To Xerxes, reign'd hi TTiessaly. Tbere glow 
Inviolate the shrubs. Tliere branch the tiees. 
Sons of the forest. Over downy moss 
Smooth walks and fragrant, hidd here and broad, 
There closed in myrtle under woodbine rooft, ^ 
Wind to retreats delectable, to grots. 
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To silvan stractures, bow'i'S, and cooling delby 
Enliven'd all, and masicalj with biitls 
Of vocal sweetness, in reiocent plames 
Innamerably varioos. Lolling falls 
Of liquid ci-ystal, from perennial foants. 
Attune their pebbled channels. Plere the qaeen, 
The noble dames of Persia ; here the train 
Of royal infants, each with eanoch guards. 
In rich pavilions, dazzling to the aght, 
Fossess'd, remote fh)m onset and surprise* 
A tranquil station. Ariana here, 
Ill-destin'd princess, from Darius sprang. 
Hangs, onctelighted, o'er melodious rills 
Her 4rooptng forehead. Lov4^dfiicted flur ! 
All inharmonious are the feathered choirs 
To her sad ear. ' From flow'rs and florid plants. 
To her the breezes, wafting (teA perftames. 
Transmit no pleasure. Sedulous in vain. 
Her tender slaves, in harmony, with lutes 
Of soothing sound, their warbled voices blend 
To charm her sadness. This, the precious part 
Of Asia's camp, Artacfaus holds in charge ; 
A Satrap, long experieuc'd, who presides 
O'er all the regal palaces. High rank'd. 
Bold, resolute, and f^tfafnl, he commands 
Tlie whole Sperchean vale. In prospect rise 
The distant navy, dandng on the foam, 
Th' unbounded camp, enveloping the plain. 
With Xerxes' tent, august in stmctore, plac'd 
A central object, to attract the eyes 
'Of subject millions. Thither now resort 
Tigranes and Phraortes. Him they find 
Enclos'd by princes, by illustrious chiefii. 
The potentates of Asia. Near his side 
Abrocomes and Hyperanthes wait. 
His gallant brothers, with M azaens brave, 
Faiidates, Intaphernes, mighty lords ! 
Their sceptred master flrom his radiant seat 
Looks down, imperious. So the stately tow'r 
Of Belus, mingling its majestic tHX>w 
With heav'n's bright azure, from on high sorvey'd 
The huge extent of Babylon, with all 
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Her vuaptacm domes and psdaccs beneath. 

This day hia banners to nnftarl in Greece 

The monarch's will decides; but first ordains 

That grateflil hymns should celebrate the name 

Of Hor<Mnaces: so tiie Perdans Qdl'd 

Hie world's great antfaor. Rob'd in porest white. 

The M^ rang'd before th' nnfokted tent. 

lire Uax'd beside them. Tow'rds tlie sacred flame 

They tom'd, and sent their tonefai praise to heav'u. 

From Zoroastres was the song deriv'd. 
Who on the hills of Persia, from his cave, 
£y flow'rs environ'd, and melodioas fonuts, 
Which aooth'd the solemn mansion, had reveal'd 
How Horomazes, radiant soorce of good,. 
Original, immortal, fram'd the globe 
In fmitfnlness and beanty : how with stars 
By him the heav*ns were spangled : how the snn, 
Kefolgent Mithm, purest ^ring of light 
And genial warmth, whence teeming nature smiles, 
Eorst from the east at his creating voicp ; 
When, strai^t beyond the golden verge of day, 
l^ight diew'd the horrors of her distant reign, 
Where black and hateful Arimanins frown'd. 
The author fool devil : how with shades 
iVom his dire manrion he deformed the works 
Of Iloromaxes: tnrn'd to noxious heat 
Tlic solar beam, that foodftil earth might parch ; 
That streams, eKhaling, might fc^sake their beds: 
Whence pestilence and £unine : bow the pow'r 
or H<M-omazes in the human breast 

Benev(dence and equity infos'd. 

Troth, temperance, and wisdom, sprung from heav'n r 

When Arimanlus blacken'd all the soul 
With falsehood and mjustioc, with desh«8 

Insatiable, with violence and rage, 

Kalignity and folly. If the hand 

Of Horomazes on precarious life 

Sheds wealth and pleaoire, swift th' infernal god 

With wild excess or av'rlce, blasts the joy. 

Thou, Iloromaaes, victory dost give. 

By tliee with fame the regal head is crown'd. 

Great Xc«cs owns thy succour. When m storms 
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The hate of direftil Arimaniiui mrell'd 
The Hdlespont, thoa o'er its dufing bretrt 
The deatin'd mailer of the world didat lead. 
This day his pronu»'d |^<Hies to enjoy : 
When Greece aftrighted to his arm shall bend; 
Ev'n as at last shall Arimaoias Ml 
Before thy migjht, and evil be no more. 

The Magi cea^d their harmony. Behold^ 
From her tall ship, between a donUe row 
Of naval waniors, while a gcrfden ray 
Shoots from her standard, Artemisia landa. 
In her enrich'd aocontrements of war. 
The OiU-wronght buckler and^high-created faeUn, 
In Carta first devis'd, across the beach 
Her tow'riDg form advances. So tli^ pine. 
From Tauma hewn, mafeore in spiry pride, 
l^ow by the sailor, in its canvas wings, 
Volnminoos, and dasziing pendants dreas'd,' 
On Artemisia's own imperial deck 
Is seen to rise, and overtop the grove 
Of crowded masta nrroandiDg. In her heart 
Deep scorn of courtly counsellors she bore. 
Who fill with impious vanity thdr king; 
As when he lash'd the Hellespont with rods. 
Amid the billows cast a golden chain 
To fetter Neptune. Yet her brow severe 
Unbent its rigour often, as 8he*ghuic'd 
On her young son, who, pacing near in anus 
Of Carian guise, proportioo'd to his years, 
Look'd up, and waken'd, by repeated smites. 
Maternal fondness, melting io that eye 
Which scowrd on purpled fiatterers. Her seal 
At the right hand of Xenes-she annmes. 
Invited ; while in adoration l)ow'd 
lllgranes and Fhraortes. Prone tltey lay; 
Across their fi>reheads spread their servile pafans, 
As flrom a presrat deity, too bright 
For mortal vision, to conceal thdr eyes. 
At length, in abject phrase, Tigraaes tha8.». 

' O Xerxes, live for ever I Gradons lord. 
Who dost pennit4fay servants to approach 
Thy awful si^t, and prostrate to confess 
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Thy majesty and nMllaiioef May tbe pov'r 
Of Horomazesitreldi diy regal arm 
O'er endkas oatkmB, from the IndiaB diorei 
To tixMe wide flooda which beat Iberian flbrnidt, 
Fran nortiieni l^nais to the atmree of NUel 
Sdfl from thy head may Arfmaniu bend 
Against thy foes Ills malice! Yonder Oreek^ 
Already amit with treaty by his wradi, 
Keject thy prolEer'd demency. They choose 
To magnify diy glory by then- tali.' 

The nmnarch) toraing to his brothers, qpake^.. 
' Say, Hyperanthes, can thy aool believe 
These ti^Ung;i? Sore these slaves liave never dar'd 
To Ace the Grecians, bnt deinde oar ears 
With base impostures, which Aear fear soggesti.' 

He fkxiwn'd, and Hyperanthes cafan rq>ly*d.... 
' O from, his servants may the king avert 
Ills indignation! Greece was fem'd of old 
For martial qpirit and a daaatiess l>reed. 
I once have by'd tiieir vaknr. To my words 
Abrocmmes can witness. When thy «fa« 
And ours, Darius, to Athenian shores, 
With Artaphemes brave and Datii, sent 
Oar tender yoatfa, at Marathon we foond 
How wealc the hope that nombers could dimay 
A foe, resolv'd on victory or deadi. 
Tet not as one c<«temptiWe, or base, 
Let me appear before thee. Thoa^ the Greeks 
With SQch persisting coantge be enda*d. 
Soon as the king shall sammon to the field. 
He shall bdi<M me in the dang'roos van 
£salt my spear, and pierce die hostile ranks. 
Or sink beneadi them.' Xerxes swift rejoin'd.... 

' Why over Asia, and the Waynn soil, ^ 
With alLtheir nations, doth my potent arm 
Extend its sceptre? Wherefore do I sweep 
Across the earth with mlDlons in my train Y , 

Why shade the ocean with nmnunber'd sails? 
Why all this powV, ttnless th* Almighty's wiU 
Decreed one master to the subject wwld ; 
And that the earth's extremity alone 
Shoald bonnd ray empire T He t^r this redac*d 
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The KUe*8 revolted sons, enlarged my sway 
With sandy Libya, and the sultry cUme 
Of Ethiopia. He for this sobda'd 
The Hellespootic foam, and taught the sea 
Obedience to my nod. Then dream no more 
That beav'n desertiog my imperial c^ose, 
With courage more than hnman will inspire 
Yon despicable GrecianB, and expunge 
Ihe common fears of nature from their breasts.' 

The monarch ceas*d. Abrocomes bcgon^.. 
' The king commands us to reveal our tliougbta» 
Incredulous he hears. But time and truth 
Not Horom^iices can arrest. Thy beams 
To instant Iig!>t'nittg, Mythra, may'st thou change 
For my destruction ; m^y th' offended king 
^FVown on his servant; cast a loathing eye. 
If the assertion of my lips be false : 
Our Airther march thoae Grecians will oppose.' . 

Amid th' encireling peers Argestes sat, 
A potent prince. O'er Sipylns he reign'd. 
Whose verdant smnmits overlook'd the waves- 
Of Hernaus and Pactolus. Either stream, 
Enrich'd by golden sands, a tribute pay'd 
To this great Satrap. Through the servile court 
Yet none was found more practis'd in the arts 
Of mean submission ; none more skill'd to gain 
The royal fovonr; none who better knew 
The phrase, the look, the gesture, of a sUve ; 
None more detesting Artemisia's worth ; 
By her none nu>re despis'd. His master's eye 
He caught, then spake.^* Display thy dazxUng stale, 
Thou deity of Asia. Greece will hide 
Before thy iM*e8e9noe her dejected face.' 

Last Artemisia, ruing stem, beg.m.... 
' Why sits the lord of Asia in his tent, 
Unprofitably wasting predoos hours 
In vain discussion, whether yonder Greeks^ 
Hang'd in defence of that important p<i». 
Will fight or fly 7 A question by the' sword. 
To be decided. Still to narrow straits. 
By land, by sea, thy council hath coiifin'd 
Each enterprise of war. In numbers weak,. 
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Twice have &* Adieniai» in Eobsa's frith 

Kepala'd thy navy. Bat, tvliate'er thy will, 

E« it enforced by vigour. Let the king 

The dUTrence ne, by trial In the field, 

Between amooCfa soond and Taloar. Then disMlrt 

These impotent debates. Aseend thy car. 

The fotore stage of war thyaelf explore. 

Behind tliee leave the vanity ofliope. 

That mch a foe to 9|riendoar will aabmit, 

^Vhom ateel, not gold, nmat vanqoiab. Ilioa provide 

Ihy mail, Argeatea. Mot in ailken robes. 

Not ai in oonncil with an oily tongue, 

Bnt spear to spear, and chuq^ diield to shield, 

Thon soon must grapple on a Ikeld of blood.' 

The king aroae. < Mo more. Prepare my car. 
Tbe Spartan exile, Deniaratns» call. 
We will ourselves advance to view tiie fiw.' 

Tbe'monardi wilt'd, and mddenly he beard 
His tramifling hwses. lilgh on silver wheels 
' The iv'ry car with amre sapphires siione, 
Caeralean beryls, and the jas|ier green, 
llie emerald, tlie mby's glovving bhiah. 
The flaming topaz witti its golden beam. 
The pearl, th* empurpled amethyst, and all 
The various gems, which India's mines afford 
To deck the pomp oi kings. In bnmish'd gold 
A acnlptar'd eagle from hdiind display'd 
His atnteiy neck, and o'er, the royal head 
Oattt«tch*d his daieling wings. Eiglit gen'roos steeds, 
Whicli qn the flun'd Miaaean plain wtine nursed 
In wintry Media, drew the radiant car. 
Mot those of old to Hercnles refhs'd 
By ftlae Laomedon ; nor th^ which bore 
The aim of Thetis through the scstter'd rear 
Or'Troy'k devoted race, with diese might vie 
In strength or beauty. In obedient pride 
They lie«- their lord. Exnltuig, in the air 
They toas ttidr fbreheads. On their gtist'itiiig chests 
The silver manes disport. Hie king ascends. 
Bcride his footstool Demaratns sit^. 
The chariotAr ngw shakes th' efl'algent reins. 
Strong Fathrampbes. At the agnal bonud 

£ 
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Th' attentive steeds; the chariot flies; behind, 
Ten thousand horse in thawler sweep the field. ^ 
Down to the sta-beat margin^ on a plain 
Of vast expansiuD, in battalia wait 
The eastern bands. To these Ih' imperial wheels, 
By princes foUow'd in a hundred cars, 
Procewl. The queen ©f Cai ia and her son 
"With Ilyperanthes rode. Tlie king's approach ^ 
Swilt through the wide arrangement is proclaim'd. 
He now draws nigh. Th* innumerable host 
Holl back by nations, and admit their lord* 
"With all his Satraps. As from crystal domes. 
Built underneath an arch of pendant seas, 
"When tliat stern pow'r, whose trident rules the floods, 
"With each cscrulcan deity ascends, 
Thron'd in his pearly chariot, all the deep 
Divides its bosom to tli' emerging god : 
So Xerxes rode between the Asian world. 
On either side receding : when, as down 
Th' immeasurable ranks his sight was lost, 
A momentary gloom overcast his mind, 
.AVhile this reflection fill'd his eyes with tears; 
That, soon as tune a hundred years had told, 
Not one among those millions should survive. 
^Vhence to obscure tliy pride arose that cloud? 
Was it that once humanity could touch 
A tyrant's breast? Or rattier did thy soul 
Repine, O Xerxes, at the bitter thought 
That alt thy pow'r was mortal? But the veil 
Of sadness soon forsook his brighfning eye. 
As with adoring awe those millions bow'd. 
And to his heart relentless pride recall'd. 
Elate, the mingled prospect he surveys 
Of gUtt'ring files, unnumber'd; chariots, scyth'd, 
On thund'ring axles roll'd; and hanghty steeds. 
In snmptuoustrappuigs clad; Barbaric pomp I 
"While gorgeous banners to the sun expand 
Their streaming volumes of relucent gold. 
Preeminent, amidst tiaras gemm'd. 
Engraven helmets, shields emboss'd, ami spears 
In number equal to the bladed grass, 
Whose living green in vernal beauty clothes 



^. 
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lliesaalh's vak- What pow'n of soondiiiG; verse 
Can to tbe mind present III' amaKing scene? 
Not tbee, wbom nunoar's fabling voice dcli{;ht9. 
Poetic fancy, to my aid I call ; 
But thoo, historic tratb, support my song. 
Which shall tbe varioas multitude riiq)iay. 
Their arms, their manners, and thiir native seats. 

Hie Persians first in scaly corselets shone; 
A gen'rous nation, worthy to enjoy 
The liberty their injnr'd fiithers lost, 
WboM arms for Cyras ovettnm^d the strength 
Of Bai>y]ofl and Sardis. Pow'r advanc'd 
'Hie victor's head above his country's laws. 
Their tongues were practid'<i 4n the words of tinth ; 
llieir limbs innrd to eVry manly toil. 
To brace the bow, to nile th' impetiioos steed, 
To dart the javelin ; but, untaught to form 
Hie ranks of war, witli unconnected force. 
With ineffectual fortitude, thty rusti'd. 
As on a fence of adamant, to pierce 
Th' indissolnble phalanx. Lances short. 
And osier-woven targets, they oppos'd 
To weighty Grecian spears, and massy shields. 
On cVry head tiaras rose like tow'rs, 
Impenetrable. With golden gloss 
BlazM their gay sandals, and the floating reins 
or each prond coarser. Daggers on tiidr tl<.it;l'f*, 
WeU>fumish*d quivers on tlieir sboulderii( hui.i;. 
And strongest bows of mighty size they bore, 
l^esembliug tliese in arms, the Medes are seen, 
The Cissians and Hyrcanians. Media once 
Fi'om her bleak mountains aw'd the subject enst. 
Her Idngs in cold Ecbatana were thron'd. 
The Ciasians march'd from Snsa's rrgal wails. 
From sultry fields, o'crspread with brancldng palms, 
Aufl white with lilies, water'd by the floods 
Of fam'd Choaspes. His transparent wave 
Tlie costly goblet wafts to Persia's kings. 
All other streams the royal lip disdains. 
Hyrcania 8 race forsook their IVuitAd cllm?, 
Dark in the shadows of expanding oaks, 
To Ceres dear and Bacchus. There the corn. 
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Bent by hi foodftii bardea% ahcds, onreaiird* 
Its plenteon* 8eed» impregnating the toU 
With fotare luurvcatB; whilst in ev'ry wood 
Their precimis laboore on the lotilea iMUghi 
The lioney'd swarms poraae. Aaiyria's sons 
Display their bnueen caaqoes, onskiltal work 
or rade Bariwrians. Each sustains a mace, 
O'eriaid with iron. Near Eaphiates* banks, 
Witliin the mighty Babylonian gates. 
They dwell ; and where, still mightier once in sway. 
Old Ninas rear'd its head, tfa' imperial seat 
Of eldest tyranik These Chaldaea joins. 
The land of shepherds. From the pastures wide 
' There Belos first discem'd tiie varions ooni'se 
Of beavVs bright planets, and the cluat'ring stars, 
With names distingaiah'd ; whence himself was deon'd 
The first of gods. Hb sky-ascending fane 
In Babylon the prond Assyiians rais'd. 
Drawn from (he boonteoos soil, by Ochas lav'd, 
The Bactrians stood, and, rough in skins of goats. 
The Paricanian archers. Caspian ranks, 
From barren mountains, from the joyless coast 
Around the stormy lake, whose name they bore. 
Their scymetars upheld, and cany bows. 
Tlie Indinn tribes a threefold hold compose. 
Part guide the courser, part the rapid car ; 
The rest on foot within the bending cane. 
For slaughter, fix the iron-pointed reed. 
Tlipy, o*er the Indus frcrni the distant verge 
Of Ganges passing, left a region, lov'd 
By lavish nature. There the season bland 
Bestows a double harvest. Honey'd shrubs. 
The cinnamon, the spikenard, blew their fields. 
Array'd in native wealth, each warrior shines. 
His ears br^ht-beaming pendants grace; hb bands, 
Encircled, wear a bracelet, starKd with gems. 
Such were tlie nations who to Xerxes sent 
Their mingled aids of infantry and horse. 

Now, Muse, recite what multitudes obsour'd 
The plain on foot, or elevated high, 
On martial axles or on camels, beat 
The looaenM mould. The Farthians first appear. 
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Hmq weak in maaben,.ttwn uifraitAil hilb. 

From woods, nor yet f<Mr warlike steeds reiiowii*d. 

Near diem the Sogdims, X>adice8, arranfe, 

Gandarims and Choraamians. Sadan tbitmga 

Urom cold Imans poor'd, fh>m Ornif wa^e, 

fW>m Cjrra, IwiU on laxarte^ brink,. 

A boond of Perda's empire. Wikl,. antam'd,. 

To fiuy prone, their desertsthq^ forso<A. 

A bow, a faldiion, and a pond*roas axe, 

The aavage legions arm'd. A pointed casqae 

O'er eadi grim visage rear'd an iron cone. 

In arms like Persians, die Saranges stood. 

High as tlieir knees, the shapely boddns clang 

Aroond their legs. MagniOoent they trod. 

In gammotB richly tinetnr'd. Next are seen 

The Pactian,.Mycian, and tlie Utiau train. 

In sidns of goats rode vested. Bntinsptrils 

Of tawny lions, and of spatted pards, 

Hie graceftd range of .Salopians diewa- 

An equal stature, and a beanteoos frame.- 

Their torrid region had imbrown'd their cheeks. 

And cnrTd their Jetty locks. In ancient song 

Benown'd for justice, riches they disdained, 

Aa foes to virtue. From their seat remote. 

On Nihis' v»ge above th' Egyptian boond, 

Forc'd by thehr king's malignity and pride. 

These friends af hospitality and peace, 

nieouelves nninjiar'd, wage rehKtant war 

Ag^nst a land, whose climate and whose name 

To them vrere strange. With hardesTatone they point 

The rapid arrow. Bows foar cnMts loDg» 

Fom^d of elastic branches firom the palm. 

They cany, knotted clobs, and lances, arm'd 

With iuniis of goats. The Paphtagonians marcfa'd 

Ttom where CaramMs, with projected broMrs, 

O'eriooics the dusky Eoxin, vtrapt in mirts; 

IVom where, throoi^flow'rB which paint his vatyd banlo^ 

PartiieniaB flovrs. The L^an bancto sooceed ; 

The Matienians, Mariandenians. next; 

To than die Syrian ranItita|yye^,^ho range 

Among the cedars on the Snded ridge 

Of libanos ; who cultivate die glebe> 
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Wide-wat?r*d by Orontes ; who reside 
Near Daphne's grove, or {rinck from loaded palms 
Tlie foodltil date, which closters on the plrins 
Of rich Damaaco!). Ail, who bear the name 
or Cappadocicms, swell the Syrian host, 
Witii those who gather from the fragrant ahrab 
The aromatic balsam, and extract 
Its milky jnice along tlie lovely side 
Of Jordan, winding, till, immcrs'd, he sle^ 
Bencnth a pitchy surface, which obscnres 
Th' Asphaltic pool. The Phrygians then advance ; 
To them tlieir ancient cok>ny are join'd, 
Armenia's sons. These see the gushing founts 
Of strong Euphrates cleave the yielding earth, 
Tlien, wide in lakes expanding, hide the plain; 
"Whence, with collected waters, fierce and sleep. 
His passage rending throagli dimmish'd rocks, 
To Babylon he foams. Hot so the stream 
Of soft Aruxes to the Caspian glides; 
He stealing imperceptibly, sustains 
The green profbsion of Armenia's meads. 
Now, strange to view, in similar attire. 
Bat far unlike in manners, to the Greeks, 
Appear the Lydians. Wantonness and sport 
Were all their care. Beside Cayster's brink. 
Or smooth Mteander, winding silent by; 
Beside Pactolcan waves, among the vines 
Of Tmolus rising, or the wealthy tide 
Of golden-sanded Hermns, they allure 
The sight, endianted by the graceful dance ; 
Or with melodious sweetness charm the air. 
And melt to softest langnislunent the soul. 
What to the field of danger could incite 
These tender sons of luxury? llie lash 
Of their fell sov'reign drove tlieir shi\'ring backs 
Through hail and tempest, which cnrag'd the main. 
And shook beneatii tlieir trembling steps the pile) 
Conjuiuing Asia and the western world. 
To them Moeouia, hot with sulph'rons mines. 
Unites her tro(q>s. No tree adorns their fields, 
TJnbless'd by verdure. Ashes hide the soil ; 
Black are the rocks, and evVy hill deform'd 
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fiy conflagration. Ilelihels press iheir brows. 
Two darts they branrlisli. On tlieir woolly vc^ls 
A sword is giit ; and hairy hidos compose 
'Iheir bucklers round and smaU. The M^sLias left 
Olympus wood^jnvelop'd ; left the meads 
Wash'd by Caicas, and the baneful tide 
Of Lycus, unrse to serpents. Next advance 
-An ancient nation, who in early times. 
By Trojan aims assail'd, their native 1 aid 
Esleem'd less dear than freedom, aad exchajig'd 
Tlieir seat on Strymon, where in Thrace he pmn 
A freeziDg current, for the distant flood 
Of fishy Sangar. These, Bithynians nam'd. 
Their habitation to the Sicred feet 
Of Dindimus extend. Ttt there th^ groan 
BeneatJi oppression, and their freedom monra 
On Sangar now, as once on Stiymon, lost. 

The ruddy skuis of foxes cioOi'd their heads. 

Their shields were fashion'd like tlie homed moon. 

A vest embrac'd their bodies ; while abroad, • 

Tiug*<l with onnumber'd hoes, a mantle flow d. 

But other Thraciaas, who their former name 

Retain'd in Asia, folgeat morions wore. 

With horns of bulls, in imitating bi-ass, . 

Carv'd o'er the crested ridge. Phoenician cloth 

I'hcir legs infolded. Wont to chase the wolf, 

A hunter's spear they gnasp'd. What nations still 

On either side of Xerxes, while he pass'd. 

Their huge array discov'riiig, swell his soul 

With more tlian mortal pride? Ibe closter'd bands 

Of Moschians and Macronians now appear ; 

The MosyniEcians, who, on berries fed. 

In wooden tow'rs along the Pontic sands 

Repose their painted limbs. The mirthfol race 

Of Tlbarenians next, whose careless minds 

Delight in play and laughter. Then advance. 

In garments buckled on their spidons chests, 

A people destin'd in eternal verse, 

Ev'n tWne, sublime Mceonides, to live. 

These are the Milyans; Solymi their name 

In thy celestial strains; Pisidia's hills 

Hieir dwelling. Once a formidable train. 
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They fac'd the atrong BeUerophon in wv: 

JHow, doomed a more trein«tid«iM foe to meet, 

Themaelves nimenr'd by thraidom, they most leave 

llieir putrid bodies to the dogs of Gnsece. 

The Mariuu follow. Next is Aii^s host. 

Drawn itam a region horrid all in thorn, 

A dreary waste of sands, which mock the toil 

Of patient coltore ; save one fovoor'd spot. 

Which from the wild emerges like an isle, 

Attir'd in verdure, intersper^d widb vines 

Of gen'rovs mutare, yieldmg juice which scorns 

The injuries of time : yet nature's hand 

Had sown thehr rocks with coral; had enrichM 

Hiehr desert hills with veins of sapphfares blue, 

Which <Ni the turban shine. On ev'ry neck 

Tlie coral blushes through the nnm'ktMui throng. 

The Allarodians, and Saspoian bands, 

Equipp'd like Colchians, wield a fistehioa small. 

Their heads are gpiarded by a helm of wood; 

Their lances short; of hktes nndress'd tfaeu* shields. 

The Cokdiians march'd from I^iasis; from the strand 

Where once Medea, fair endiantress, stood. 

And, wondering, view'd the fint advent'rous keel 

Wliich cut the Pontic foam. Vrma Argons side 

The demigods descended. They repair**! 

To her fSell sire's hospitable hall. 

His blooming graces Jason there diadoeTd : 

With eVry art of eloquence divine 

He cfadm'd the golden fleece. The virgin heard; 

She gas^d in Atal ravishment, and lov'd : 

Then to the liero she resigns her heart. 

Her magk tames the braxen-footedtmUs. 

She lulls the sleepless dragon. O'er the main 

He wafts the golden prixe, and genVons fair. 

The deatin'd victim of his treach'rous vows. 

The hostile Colchians then pnrsu'd their flight 

In vain. By ancient enmity hiflamM, 

Or to recal the k>ng4iQrgotten wrong, 

CompelFd by Xerxes, now they menace Greece 

With desolation. Kext in Median garb 

A crowd appear'd, vrtio left the peopled isles 

In FersialB gnlph, and round Arabia strewn. 
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Some in their native topaz were «ck>ni'd» 

Frota Ophiodes, from Topazoe sprung ; ' ' 

Some in the afaeHs of tortoifleS) which brood 

Around Casiti's verge. For battle range 

Those who reside where, ail beset with palms, 

Erythras lies entomb'd, a potent king, 

Who naun'd of old the £rythraeaa main. 

On chariots scyth'd the Ubyans sat, arrayVl 

In skinB terrific, brandishing their dails 

Of wood, well-temper'd in the luutFniug flame?. 

Kot Libya's deserts from tyrannic sway 

Conld hide her sons; mach less could tk«edom dwell- 

Amid the plenty of Arabia's fields; 

Where spi^ cassia, where the fragrant reed. 

Where myrrh and hallow'd frankinceose, perfume 

The Zephyr'^ wing. A bow of largest size 

Th' Arabian carries. O'er his lucid vest 

Loose flo<a8 a mantle, on his shoulder clasp'd. 

Two chosen myriads on the loi'ty backs 

Of camels rode, who match'd Hn fleetest horse. 

Snch were the numbers which, from Asia led» 
]b base prostratkm bow'd before the wheeli 
Of Xerxes' ciiariot. Yet what legions more 
The Malian sand o'ershadow? Forward rolls 
The' regal car through nations, who In arins» 
In order'd ranks, unlike the oiisnt tribes. 
Upheld the spear and buckler. But, untaught 
To bend the servile knee, erect they stood ; 
Unless that, mourning o'er the shamcfiil weight 
Of their new bondage, some their brows depressed. 
Their arms with grief distahiiog. Europe's sons 
Were these, whmn Xerxes by resistless force 
Had gather'd round his stand^s* Murm'ring here. 
The sons of Thrace and Macedonia rang'd ; 
Here, on his steed, the brave Ihessalidn frown'd ; 
There pia'd reluctant multitudes of Greece, 
Redundant plants, in colonies dispers'd 
Between Byzantinm and the Malian bay. 

Through all the nations, who ador'd his pride 
Or feaf'd hb pow'r, the monarch now was pas^d ;■ 
Kor yet among those miltions conld be found 
One, who in beauteous features might compare*. 

£ ^ 
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Or t<m-Ving size, whh Xenes. O ! poasen'd 

Of all bat viitue, doomed to shew how luean. 

How weak, without her U anbomided pow'rl 

The chann of beauty, and the Uaxe of atate. 

How ioaeoofre of happiiiewl bow vain 1 

Thoa, who cooldflt moora the couudod lot, fay heav'a 

From nooe withheld, which oft to thoasands proves 

Their only reftige firom a tyrants rage; 

Which in oonnming eickneaa, afe, or pain. 

Becomes at lait a soothing hope to all: 

Iboo, who cooldflt weep that nature^ gentle hand 

Sbonld^lay her weaiT'd offspring in the tomb; 

Yet cooldst, remorseless, firom their peaceAil seats 

Lead half the nations, victims to thy pride. 

To ftniine, plague, and maseacre a prey; 

What di(bt then merit from the injnrV world t 

¥^at soff'riDgs, to compensate for thetears 

Of Asia^ niolbert, for unpeopled realms, 

For all this waste-of natvrel On his host 

Th* eraltioginooardi bends his hangjbty sight. 

To Demarrtos tfien directs Ins Yoke.~. 

• My firther, great Darias, to thy mind 
Recal, O Spartan. Gradoos he received 

Thy wand*ring steps, expelfd thehr native home. 

My flivom- too remonber. To begqiie 

Thy benefiictor, and disfigore truth, 

Woold ill become thee. With consitfrate syes 

Look back on those battalions. Now declare 

If yonder Grecians will oppose their march.* 

To him the exite«..« Deem not, mighty lord, 
1 vviU deceive thy goodness by a tale 
To give them glory Who degnMled mine. 
Vor bethe king trfCended while 1 use 
Ibe voice of truth. The Spartans never fly.* 

OHitemptaous anil'd the monardi, and reaimU.» 
« Wilt thou, in Laoedaemon once supreme. 
Encounter twenty Persians f Yet these Greeks 
In greater disproportiott naut. engage 
Oar host tcMnonrow.' Demaratns then..^ 

* By single combat were tiie trial vain 
To shew the pow*r of weminited force. 
Which oft by military skUl snnnwmls 
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file wdght of Bumberk' I^ince, tbe diff 'rence Icani 

Between thy warrk»-8 and the sons of Greece* 

Hie llow'r, the safefoardy of thy nam'roiu cauip 

Are mefvenaiiea. Theie are canUHi'd roand 

Thy provinces. No fertile field demanda 

Their painAil hand to break the falUw glebe* 

Tbera to the nooin-day toil no harveA caili;- 

Nor on tfaie nKNUitein-fiiHs the atnbborn oak' 

By their lahoriuas aae^ Tbeur watchtel eyes 

Obaerve not how the flocks and heilin>feed.- 

To them, of wealth, of all possestthMis, voidr 

The name of ooontry with an empty loand 

Flies o^er the ear, nor warms their joyless heails, 

"Who share no country. Needy, yet in scorn 

B«iectii^ btbonr, wretched by their wants. 

Yet |Mt^gate throng indolence, with limbs 

£pervated and soft, with minds cornipt» 

¥rom misery, deUuicliery, and sloth. 

Are diese to battle drawn againat a foe 

Thdn'd in gymnastic exercise and armsr 

ImtrM to liarddiip, and tlie cliUd of toil,. 

Wont tluroaf^ the fireeang show'r^ the wintry storm, 

0*er Ids own glebe tlie tardy ex to goad. 

Or in the son's impctao«u heat to glow. 

Beneath the l)arden of his yellow sheaves ; 

Whence on himself, on her wlioae feithflil arms 

InfoM him joyfnl, on a growing race 

Wliich glad his dwelling, plenty he beitows 

With independence. When to batde call'd. 

For them. Ids dearest oMnfort, and his care. 

And for die harvest pronds'd to his toil. 

He lifts the sbitld, nor dinos oneqoal force. 

Such are tiie troops of ev'iy state in Greece. 

One only yields a breed more warlike still. 

Of wlKMn selected bands appear in sight. 

All citizens of Sparta. They the glebe 

Have never tnm'd, nor boond the golden sheaH 

They are devoted to severer tuks. 

For war alone, their sole delight and care. 

From infency to manhood they are train'd 

To winter watches, to inclement skies. 

To pinnge throagh torrents^ brave the tosky boar. 
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To arms and woDmb ; a discipline of pain 
So fierce, bo oonstaiit, tlut to tiiem a camp, 
Witli all its hardaliips, is a seat of rest. 
And war Kadf remission from tiieir toiL' 

* Thy words are ftMy/ with redonbied scorn 
Bclums the mmtarch. * Doth not flrecdom dwelt 
AmoDg the Spartans f Theretot; will they shun 
Superior foes. The anrestrain'd and free 
'Will fiy from danger; while my vassals, bom 
To absolute controulinent fh>m tlieir Icing, 
Know, if til' allotted station they desert. 
The scourge awaits them, and my heavy wratli.* 

To this the exile....* O conceive not, prince. 
That Spartans want an object wl.ere to.fix 
Iheir eyes in revVence, in obedient dread. 
To them more awfbl, than the name of king 
To Asia's trembling millions, is the law; 
"Whose sacred voice enjoins them to confront 
TJnnumber'd foes; to vanquisli, or to die.* 
Here Demaratus pauses. Xerxes halts. 
Its long defile Tliermopylae presents. 
The Satraps leave their cars. On foot they form 
A splendid orb aroond their lord. By chance 
The Spartans then compos'd th' external guard. 
They, in a martial exercise employ'd, 
Heed not the monarch, or his gaudy train; 
Bat poise the spear, protended, as in fight ; 
Or lift their adverse shields in single strife ; 
Or, trooping, forward rush, retreat and wheel 
In ranks unbrdcen, and with equal feet: 
"Wliile others, calm, beneatli their polishM helms 
Draw down their hair, whose length of sable carls 
O'erspread their necks with terror. Xerxes here 
The exile questions.. ..< What do these intend. 
Who with asdduous hands adjust their hairf 

To whom the Spartan....' O imperial lord. 
Such is their custom, to adorn their heads. 
When full dctermin'd'to encounter death. 
Bring down tfiy nations in resplendent steel ; 
Arm, if thou canst, the'genVal race of man. 
All who possess the regions unexplor*fl 
Beyond the Ganges, all whose wandVir.g steps 
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Above the Caspian range the S<7tfaian wild, 
With those who drink the secret foaot of Nile ; 
Yet to Laconian bosoms shall dismay 
Remain a stranger/ Fervour from his lips 
Thns breaks alood ; when, gashing from his tytM, 
Keastless grief overflows his cheelu. AAle 
His bead be tnms. He weeps in copious streams. 
The keen remembrance of his former state, 
Ilis diguity, liis greatness, and the idgfat 
Of tliofle brave ranlcs, which thos ansbaken stood. 
And spread amazement tliroog^ the world in arms. 
Excite thcse-sorrows. His impossion'd looks 
Review the godlike warriors, who beneath 
His standanl once victorious foa^A; who calPd 
Him onc3 their king, their leader: then again, 
Ccrcharg'd with angai£h, he bedews with tears 
His rcv'rend beard; in agony Hbemoans 
HLs folded honours, his illustrious name, 
Forgotten long, his majesty, defil'd 
By exile, by dependence. So obscnrM 
By scM-did moss, and ivy's creeping leaf. 
Some princely palace, or stupendous fme. 
Magnificent in run, nods; where time 
From under shelviiig architraves bath mow'd 
The column down, and cleft the pond'rons dome. 

Not nnobservM by Hyperanthes, moum'd 
Th* uniiappy Spartan. Kindly in his own 
He press'd the exile's hand, and thus humane..*. 
' O Dcmaratus, in this grief I see 
How just thy praLies of Laconia's state. 
Though cherish'd here with universal love. 
Thou still deplor'st thy absence from her face» 
Howe'er averse to thine. But swift relief 
From Indignation borrow. Call to mind 
Thy injuries. Tli' auspicious fortune bless. 
Which led thee far Arom calumny and fl^od. 
To peace, to honour, inHhe Persian coort.' 

As Demaratos, with a grateful mind, . 
His answer was preparing, Pcraa's king 
Stern interrupted....* Soon as morning shines, 
Bo yon, Tigranes and Phraortes, head 
The Medes and Cissian?. Bring these Grecians bound.* 
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This said, the monarch to his camp rctnrnB^ 
Th' attendimt princes reaseend thdr cars, . 
Save Hyperantfaefljby the Carian qaeen 
Detain'd, ivbo thos began.../ Impartial, bravey« 
Karafd in a court, yet virtnoos, let my heart 
To diee its feelings ondlsgniaM reveal. 
Thon heai'at thy uoyal brotherr He demands 
Tliese Grecian* bound. Why^ stops his mandate there i 
Why not conamand the mountains to remove^ 
Or sink to level plains. Yon Spartans view. 
Their wdghty arms, their countenance. To die 
My gratitude instmcts me in the cause 
Of our imperial master. To succeed 
Is not within the shadow of my hopes 
At thb dire pass. What evil genius swayst 
Tigranes,iieilse Argestes, and the rest,. 
In name a council, ceaseless have opposSd" 
My dictates, oft repeated in desf^te 
Of purpled flatterers, to embark a force, 
Wiiich, pouring on Laoonia, mig^t cmifiue 
These sons of valour to their own defence. 
Vain are my w<Ntis. The royal ear admits- 
Thcir sound alone; while adalati<m's notes 
Tn Siren sweetness penetrate his hearty 
There lodge ensnaring mischief.' In a sigh 
To her the prince....' O f^thftal to thy lord. 
Discreet adviser, and in action firm,. 
What can I answer? My afilicted soul 
Must seek its refuge in a fieeble hope. 
Thou mayst be partial to thy Doric race, 
Mayst magnify our danger.- Let me hope* 
Whatever tlie danger ; if extreme, believe 
That Hyperanthes for his prince can bleed 
Kot witii less seal than Spartans for tbeh- laws.' 

Tliey separate. To Xorxes he repairs. 
The queen, surrounded by the Carian guard. 
Stays, and retraces with sagacious ken 
The destin'd field of war, the vary'd space. 
Its deptb, its confines, both of hill and sea. 
Meantime a scene more splendid hath allur'd 
Her son's attention. His transported sig^t,. 
With ecatacy like worship, long pnnmea. 



LEONIDAS. 87 

The pomp of Xerxes in retreat, the throne^ 
'Which flhew'd their idol to the natioiu rouud* 
The bonneting ateedSf caparison'd in gold. 
The plomea, the chariots, ataodards. He excUct 
Her care, ex|Nrefa'd in these pathetic strains*... 
' liook on the king with gratitnde. His sire 
Protected tliine. Hioueh npholds oar state. 
By loyalty inflexible repay 
Hie obligation. To immortal pow'rs 
The adomtiou of thy sonl confine; 
And look nndarded on the pomp of man. 
Moat weak when liigliest. Then the Jealous gods 
Watch to sapjrfant hiiii. They his padis, his courts. 
His chambers, fiU with flatfry'tf pois'noos swarms, 
Whoae honey 'dhMiie, by kingly pride devoor'd. 
Consumes the health of kingdoms.' Here the boy. 
By an attentiim which surpassed his years. 
Unlocks her inmost bosom. ' Thrice accarsU 
Be those,* th' indignant her(»ne pames, 
' Those, who have tempted tiieir imperial lord 
To that prepofl^rons arrogance, which cast 
Chains in the deep to manacle the waves, 
Chaatis'd with stripes in heav'n's <^ended sight 
The Hellespont, and fondly now demands 
The Spartans bonnd. O child, my soufs delight, 
Train'd by my care to equitable sway. 
And imitation of the gods, by deeds 
To merit their protection, heed my voice. 
They, who alone can tame or swell the floods. 
Compose the winds, or guide their strong career, 
O'erwhefaning human greatness, will confound 
Soch vanity in mortals. On our fleet 
Their indignation hath already falVo, 
Perhaps oar boasted army is prepar'd 
A prey for death, to vindicate their powV.* 
This said, a carious search in ev'ry part 
Her eye renews. Adjoining to the straits, 
Frerii bloom'd a thfcket of entwining Phrabs, 
A seemitig fence to some seqnester'd ground. 
By travellers unbeaten. Swift her guai-ds 
Addressed their spears to part the plinnt boughs. 
Held back, they yield a passage to the quecu 
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And princely bof. Delicious to tlieir siglif. 
Soft dales, raeand'iing, shew their flowVy laps 
Among rnde piles of nature. In tlieir skies 
Of rock are mansions he^^n ; nor loadcn treca 
Of clustered trnit are wanting: bat no sound. 
Except of brooks in mnrmur, and die song 
Of winged warblers, meets the Ust'ning ear. 
No grazing herd, no flock, nor human form. 
Is seen ; no carcftil husband at his toil ; 
Beside her threshold no indo^ous wife. 
No playftil child. Instructive to her son 
Thej)rince8S then....' Already these abodes 
Are desolate. Ouce* happy in their homes, 
Th' inhabitants forsake diem. Pleading scene 
Of nature's bounty, soon will savage Mara ' 
Deform the lovely riuglets of thy shrubs. 
And coarsely pluck- thy violated fruits. 
Unripe ; will deafen, with his clangour fell. 
Thy tuneftil choirs. I mourn thy desUn'd spoil. 
Yet come thy first despoiler. Captains, plant. 
Ere morning breaks, my secret standard here. 
Come, boy, away. Thy safety will I trust 
To Demaratns; while thy m(^er tries. 
With these her martial followers, what sparks,. 
Left by our Doric fathers, yet inflame 
Their sous and daughters in a stern debate 
With other Dorians, who have never brcatU'd 
The sofl'ning gales of Asia, never bow'd 
In forc'd allegiance to Barbarian thrones. 
Thou heed my order. Those ingenuous looks 
Of discontent suppress. For thee this fight 
Were too severe a lesson. Ilion might*8t bleed 
Among the thousands fated to expire 
By Sparta's lance. Let Artemisil die. 
Ye allKlisposing rulers, but protect 
Her son.' She ceas'd. The lioness, who reigus 
Queen of the forest, terrible in strengtii, 
And prone to fury, tlios, by<Datnre taught. 
Melts o*er her young in biandishmmt and love* 

Now slowly towVds the Persian camp her steps 
In silence she directed; when a voice. 
Sent from a rock, accessible which seem'd 
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To nooe bat ftather'd puBengen of air, ~ 
By this reproof detaio'd her.../ CarU^s qaeen 
Alt tboa, to Greece by Doric blood all/d; 
Com*it thou to lay her frnkftil meadows waite, 
Thoa homager of tynmUf Upward gaxfd 
TV MtonMiM princesa. Lol a female shape, 
l^U and majestic, tVom th* impendent ridge 
Loolc'd awftel down. A holy fillet bound 
Her graceftil hair, loose flowing. Seldom wept 
Great ArtemJsla. Now a springing tear 
Between her eyelids gleam'd. * Too true,' die dg^'d, 
' A homager of tyrantsl Voice austere. 
And presence half^livine r Again the voice.... 

' O Artemisia, hide thy Doric sword. 
Let no Barbarian tyrant throogh thy might. 
Thy cpoosels, valiant as thoo art and wise, 
Cooaame the hxAj fiidfes, defiKe tlie tmnbs. 
Subvert die laws of Greece, her sons enthral.' 

The <|aeen made no reply. Her breastplate heav'd. 
Hie tremolons attire of oov'ring mail 

Goofeas'd her strugj^e. She at length ezdaim'd.... 
' Olympian ttnuNfrer, from thy ndf^b'ring hill. 

Of sacred oedis remind va&V Then aside 

She tonis, to shun that majesty of form. 

In 'aolemn sounds upbraiding. Tom her thoughts 

She lieelB. A painAil conflict she endures. 

With rectdlection of her Doric race; 

Till gratitude, reviving, arms her breast. 

Her royal benefactor she recals. 

Back to his sight precipitates her steps. 



LEONIDAS. . 



BOOK r. 



^e 9c0timeitt» 

rising hy break qf day, heart the tntail 
ligence which Agi* and Melibenu bring /)ro» 
the upper past; then eomtnandt a body qfAi 
dianStwUh the Plataant and Thespians^ to 
drawn out /br battle under the conduct 
JDeatophiiua in that part qf ThermopyUe which\ 
liet dote to the Phodan wail, JYont whence hti\ 
harangues theau The enemy approaches, D^\ 
omedon killt Tigranes in single combat. Both 
armies Join battle, DUhyrambus kills Phror | 
ortes. The Persians, entirely dtfeated, are pur- I 
sued by DemophUus to the extremity qf the pais, ' 
The Arcadians, inconsiderately advancing be- , 
yond it, fall into an ambuth, which Artemisia 
had laid to cover the retreat qf the Persians. 
She kills Ctonius, but is herself repulsed by 
hemophilus, Diomedon and DUhyrambus give 
chace to her brohenf&rces over the plains in the 
sight qf Persians camp, whence she receives no 
assistance. She raUies a smaU body, and, facing 
the enemy, disables DUhyrambus by a blow on 
his helmet. This puts the Grecians into some 
cor^kuion, and gives her an opportunity qf pre- 
serving the remainder qf her Cartons by a 
timely retreat. She gains the camp, accuses 
Argestes qf treachery; but, pacified by Demo- 
ratus, is accompanied by him wUh a thousand 
horse to collect the dead bodies qf her soldiers 
Jbr ttpulturt* 
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AUROBA down'd. Leonidaf aroee. 
With Meliboeos Agb, now retained, 
Addrefl^d the king....* Along the mountain's dde 
We bent oor journey. On oqr way a voice, 
Loud from a crag, on Melilxnu call'd. 
He loofc'd and answer'd. Mycon, ancient friend! 
Far haat thoa'driVn thy bearded train to-day ; 
But fortunate thy presence. None like thee, 
InhaMtant of OeU from thy hirth. 
Can ftimish that intelligence which Greece 
Wants for her safety. Mycon shew'd a track. 
We mounted high. The sunmiit, where we utopt. 
Gave to the sight a prospect wide o'er hills, 
Cer dales, and forests, rocks, and dashing flood* 
In cataracts. The object of our search 
Benes^ ns lay, the isecret pass to Greece, 
Where not five warriors in a rank can tread. 
We thence descended to the Fbocian camp. 
Beset with scatter'd oaks, which rose and spread 
In height and shade; on whose sustaining boughs 
Were hung, in snowy folds, a thousand tents. 
Containing each a Iliocian, beavy-maird. 
With two light-weapon'd menials. Northward ends 
The vale, contracted to that narrow strait 
Which first we saw with Mycon.* * Prudent care 
like you« alleviates mine,' well-pleas'd, the king 
Reply'd. * Now, Agis, from Arcadia's bands 
Select a thousand spears. To them unite 
The Thespians and Plataeans. Draw their lines 
Beneath the wall which fortifies the pass. 
There, close-embody'd, will their miglit repulse 
The nnm'rous foe. Demopbilus salute. 
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Approv'd in martial aer\iee, him I name 

Tiie chief saprcme.' Obedient to his will, 

Th' appointed warriors, issuing from the tents. 

Fill their deep files, and watch tlie high command. 

So roand their raouarch, in his stormy hall. 

The winds assemble. From his dosky thrtMie 

II is dreadful raandates^.£oias proclaims 

To swell the main, or heav*n with cloads deform^ 

Or bend the forest from the moontain's brow. 

Laconia's leader ,'from the rampart's height. 

To battle thus the liat'ning host inflames.... 

' This day, O Grecians, countrymen, and friends, 
Yom* wives, your ofl&priug, your paternal seats. 
Your parents, country, liberty, and laws, 
Demand your swords. You, gen'rons, active, brave, 
Vers'd in the various discipline of Mars, 
Are now to grapple with ignoble foes, 
In war unskilful, nature's basest dross. 
And thence a monarch's mercenary slaves. 
Relaxed thein limbs, their spirits are deprav'd 
By eastern sloth and pleasures. Hire dxeir caasc. 
Their only fruit of victory is spoil. ^ 

They know not freedom, nor its lib'ral cares. 
Such is the flow'r of Asia's host. The rest. 
Who fill her boasted numbers, are a crowd 
Forc'd fi-ora their hotnes; a populace in peace 
By jealous tyranny disarmM, in war 
Their tyrant's victims. Taught in passive grief 
To bear the rapine, cruelty, and spurns. 
Of Xerxes' mercenary band, tliey pine 
]n servitude to slaves. "With terror sounds 
The trumpet's clangour in their trembling oars. 
Unwonted loads, the buckler and the lance, 
Tlieir hands sustain, encumber'd, and present 
The mockery of war....But ev*ry eye < 

Shoots forth impatient flames. Your gallant brexistt 
Too long their swelling spirit have confin'd. 
Go tlien, ye sons of liberty ; go, sweep 
These bondmen from tlie field. Resistless, rend 
Tiie gliti'ring standard from their servile grasp. 
Hurl to the ground tlieir ignominloos heads. 



Tite wanior's helm profiuiiiig. Think the shades 
Of your forefJBthen Ult thdr sacred brows, 
Here to enjoy dw glory of their sons.' 

He spake. Loud peeans issue from the Greeks. * 
Jn fierce reply. Barbarian shoots ascend 
Prom hostile nations, thronguig down the pass. 
Such is the roar of i£tna, when bis mouth 
Dbplodes eomboation from his sulphVous depths. 
To blast the amilea of nature. Dauntless stood 
lo deep array, before the Hiocian wall 
The phalanx, wed^d with implicated shields. 
And spears protended ; like the graceful range 
Of ardnoos elms, whose interwoven bongbs 
Before snne rural palace wide expand 
Their venerable umbrage, to retard 
The North's impetuous wing. As o'er the main 
In lucid rows, the rising waves reflect 
The sun's effulgence; so the Grecian helms 
Jletmu'd hia light, wbicli o'er their convex ponr'd 
A splendour, scattcr'd through the dancing plumes. 

Down rush the foes. 'Exulting, in their van 
Their haughty leader sliakes his threafniiig Unce, 
Provoking bnttle. Instant from his rank 
Diranedon bursts furious. On he strides ; 
Confrcmts Tlgranes, whom he thus defies.... 

* Now art thou met, Barbarian. Wonldst thou prove 
Thy actions equal to thy vaunts, command 
Thy troops to halt, while thou and 1 engage' 

Tlgi-anes, taming to die Persians, spake.... 
' My friends and soldiers, check your martial haste, 
>¥hile my strong lance that Grecian's pride coufotmds.' 

He ceased. In dreadful bpposition soon 
Each combatant advanc'd. Their sinewy hands 
Grip'd fust their i^ars, liigh-brandlsh'd. llicy thrice 

drove, 
With well directed force, t1i6 pointed steel 
At cither's throat, and thrice their weary sliickis 
Kepel'd the menac'd wound. The Asian chief 
At length, with pow'rs collected for the stroke. 
His weapon rivets in the Grecian targe. 
Aade Dioniedon inclines, and shuns . 
Appronchiug fate ; tlicn all his martial skill 
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Undaanted nminoiw. Ilis fonaken spear 

Beside him cast, his falchion he onsheatLs. 

The blade descending on Tigranes* arm. 

That instant rtrnggUog to redeem his lance. 

The nervoQS hand diasevera. Pale affright 

Unmans the Persian ; while his active foe 

PtUl on his neck discharg'd the rapid swonl. 

Which open'd wide the parple gales of death. 

Low sinks Ttgranes in eternal shade. 

His prortrate iimbe the cfwqoeror bestrides ; 

Then, in a tuft of bioodKiistilling hair 

His hand entwining, from the mangled trunk 

The head disjohas, and whirls with matchless strvnglh 

Among the adverse legions. Allindi^ad 

Hecoil'd, where'er the ghastly visage flew 

In sangome circles, and porsuM its track 

Of horror throogh the air. Not more amaz'd, 

A barbarous nation, whom the cheerftal dawn 

Of science ne'er illnmln'd, view on high 

A meteor, waving its portentous fires; 

Where oft, as snperstitkm vainly dreams. 

Some demon sits amid the baneftal blaze. 

Dispersing plague and desolation round. 

Awhile the stem Djomedon remain'd 

Triumphant o'er the dire dismay, which froze 
The heart of Persia ; then, with haughty pace. 
In suUen joy, among bis gladsome friends 
Resam'd his station. SUU the hostUe throng. 

In consternation motionless, suspend 

The charge. Ilieir drooping hearts Phraortes wanns.. 
* Heavti I can one leader's fate appal this host, 

Whidi counts a train of princes for its chiefs! 

Behold Phraortes. FVom Niphrates' ridge 

I draw my subject filek My hardy toil 

Through pathless Ti'oods and deserts hath explored 

The tiger's cavern. ITjis unconquer'd hand 

UhA from the lion rent his shaggy hide. 

So through this field of slaughter will I chase 

Yon vaunting Greek.' His ardent woitls rxjvive 

Dechniog valour in the van. . His lance 

Then fa the rear he brandishes. The crowd, 

Before his tiireal'ning ire alBigfated, roil 
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Itieir mmiben headlong on the' Grecian steel. 
ThaSf with his trideiit, ocean's angry god 
From their vast bottom tarns the mighty mass ' 
Of waters upward, and o'erwhebns the beach. 

Treuiendoos frown'd the fierce Piataean chief. 
Pull io the bale's finont. His ample shield. 
Like a strong bulwark, prominent he rais'd 
Before the line. There thonder'd all the storm 
Of darts and arrows. His ondaonted train 
In emalating ardoar charged the foe. 
'Where'er they turn'd the formidable spears. 
Which drenched the glebe oi Marathcn in blood. 
Barbarian dead lay heap'd. Diomedon 
ll£d on the slaughter. From his nodding crc^ 
The sable pliunes shook terror. Asia's host 
Shrunk back, as blasted by the piercing beams 
Of that unconquerable sword which fell 
"With lightnings swiftness on dissevered helms. 
And, menacing Tigranes' doom to all, 
Their multitude dispersed. The flirious chief, 
Encompaas'd round by carnage, and besmear'd 
With sanguine drops, inflames his warlike friends..., 

* O Dithyrambns, let thy deeds this day 
Surmount their wmited lustre. Thou in arms, 
Demophiius, worn grey, thy youth recal. 
Behold, these slaves without resistance bleed. 
Advance, my hoary friend. Propitious fame 
Smiles on thy years. Slie grants thy aged hand 
To plock fresh laiirels for thy honoured brow.' 

As, when endu'd with Proraeth^n h^, 
The molten clay respir'd, a sudden warmth 
Glows in the venerable Thespian's vc-ins ; 
In ev'ry sinew new-born vigour swells. 
His falchion, tbnmPring on Cheruunes' lielm, . 
The forehead cleaves. Ecbatana to war 
Sent forth Cherasmes. iVom her potent gates 
He, proud in hope, her swarming mimbers le<l> 
Him Ariazus and Peacestes join'd. 
His martial brothers. They attend his fate, 
By Dithyrambus pierc'd. Their hoary sire 
Shall o^er his solitary palace roam ; 
Lamenting loud his childless years, aliall curse 

F 
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Ambition's ftiry, and the lust of war; 
Then, pining, bow in angui&h to the grav?. 

'Sext, by ttie fierce Platsean's fatal sword, 
Expir'd Damates, once the bobt and friend 
Of fali'n Tigranes. By his side to fight, 
lie left his native bands. Of Syrian birth. 
In Daphn^ he readed, near the grove 
'Whose hospitable laurels, in their shade* 
Conijeal'd die vu-gin fugitive, averse 
To young Apollo. Hither she retirVl, 
Far from her parent stream. Here fables ix-isn. 
Herself a laurel, chang'd iter golden hair 
To verdant leaves in this retreat, the grove 
Of Dapbn^ caird, the seat of rural bliss, 
Fann'd by the breath of Zephyn, and with rills 
IVom bubbling founts irriguons, Syria's boast. 
The happy rival of Ibessalia's vale; 
Now hid for ever from Damates' eyes. 

Demophilne, wise leader, soon improves 
Advantage. All the vef rans of his troop. 
In age his equals, to condense the files. 
To rivet close their bucklers, he commands. 
As some broad vessel, heavy in her strength. 
Bat well compacted, when a favoring gale 
Invites the skilful master to expand 
The sails at large, her slow but steady course 
Impels through myriads of dividuig waves; 
So, unresisted, throng^ Barbarian throngs 
The hoary phalanx passed. Arcadia's sons 
PnrsuM more swift. Gigantic Clonhas pres:Ad 
The yieldiiig Persians, who before him sunk, 
Cnish'd, like vile stubble underneath the steps 
Of some glad peasant, visiting his fields 
Of new-shorn harvest. On the genVal rout 
Phraortes look'd intrepid still. He sprang 
O'er hills of carnage to conftx)nt the foe. 
His oun inglorious friends he thus reproachVI.... 

' Fly then, ye cowards, and desert your chief. 
Yet, single, here my target &hall oppose 
Ihc shock of thonsands.' Raging, he impels 
His deathful point through Aiistander's breast, 
liim Dithyrambns lo> 'd. A sacred bard. 
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Rever'd for jnatice, for hb vcrae renoWn'd, 

He sung the deeds of heroes ; those who fell, 

Or those who cooqaer'd, in their country's caose ; 

Th* enraptured soul inspiring with the love 

Of glory, earu*d by viftne. His hl^ strain 

The Muses favour'd from their neighboring bow'rs, 

And biess'd with heav'nly melody his iyre.. 

^'o more from Thespia shall his feet ascend 

The shady steep of Helicon ; no more • 

The stream divine of AganippeOiB fount 

Bedew his lip, harmonious ; nor bis hands,. 

"Which, dying, grasp the unforsaken lance. 

And prostrate buckler, ever more accord 

His lofty numbers to the sounding shell. 

I^ I Ditliyrambus weeps ! Amid the rage 

Of war and conqdest, swiftly-ashing tears 

Rnd one sad moment's Interval to fall 

On his pale friend. But soon the victor proves 

His stern revenge. Tliroog^ shield and corselet plunged. 

His forceful blade divides the Persian's chest; 

Whence issue streams of royal blood, deriv'd 

From ancestors who sway'd in Ninas old 

Th' As^-rian sceptre. He to Xerxes' throne 

A tributary satrap, rulM the vales . V^S^^* 

W'bere Tigris swift, between the parted hiUt jdS ^i" 

Of tall Niphati.s, drew his foamy rtde. 

Impregnating the meads. Phraortes sinks, 

^'ot wstantly expiring. Still his eyes 

Flash mdignation, while tlie Persians fly. 

Beyond tiie Malian entrance of the straits N;'^ .^ n 
Th' Arcadians rush ; when, unperceiv'd till felt, 
Spring, from concealment in a thicket deep, 
^'ew swarms of warriors, clustoring on the flank 
Qf these unwary Grecians. Tow'rds the bay 
They £iiriok. They totter on the fearful edge, 
Which overhangs a precipice. Snrpris'd, 
The rtrengtJi of Clonius fsils. His giant bulk 
Benejith the chieftain of th' assuling band 
Falls pro!>trate. Tliespitns and Platseaiis wave 
Auxiliar enifigns. TlM«y encoimter foes 
Ifesembliug Greeks in discipline and arms. 
Dire is the ^ock. What less than Caria's queeo^ 
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In their career of victory, could check 

Sach warriors? fierce she stmg^es; while the root 

Of Medes and Ciaaians carry to the camp 

Contagious terror? thence no succour flo^n^j 

Demophilns stands firm ; the Carian band 

At length recoil before him. Keen pursuit 

He leaves to others, lilce th' almighty are, 

Who sits unshaken on his throne, while ftoods. 

His iiutranfents of wrath, o'erwhelra the earth. 

And whirlwinds level on her hills the growth 

Of proudest cedars. Through the yielding crowd, 

Plataea's chief and Dithyrambns range. 

Triumphant, side by side, Thus o'er the field 

Where bright Alphcus heard the rattling car. 

And concave hoof along kus eclioing banks. 

Two gen'rous coursers, link'd in mutual reins. 

In speed, in ardour equal, beat tiie dust 

To reach tlie glories of Olympiads goal. 

Th' intrepid heroes on the plain advance. 

They press the Carian rear. Not long the queen 

Endures that shame. Her people's dying groans 

Transpierce her bosom. On their bleeding limb* 

She looks maternal, feels maternal pangs. 

A troop she rallies. Goddess-like, slie turns. 

Not less than Pallas with her Goi^n shield. 

Whole ranks she covers, like th* imperial bird, 

Extending o'er a nest of callow young 

Her pinion broad, and pointing fierce her beak, 

Ilcr claws outstretch'd. The Thespian's ardent hand. 

From common lives refraining, hastes to snatch 

More splendid laurels firom that nobler iiead. 

His pond'rous falchion, svdft descending, bears 

Her buckler down ; thence glancing, cuts the thong 

Which holds her headpiece fast. That golden fence 

Drops down. Thick tresses, unconfin'd, disclose 

A female wartior; one, whose summer pride 

Of fleeting beauty had begun to fade. 

Yet by th' heroic character supply'd. 

Which grew more awful, as the touch of time 

Homov'd the soft'iiing graces. Back he steps, 

Unman'd by wonder. With indignant eyes. 

Fire-darting, she advances. Botli her hands 
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l^all on his crest discharge the furions hladf . 

Hie fcNTceftil blow compels him to recede 

Tet farther back, onwounded, thoagh confiis'd. 

His soldiers flock aroand him. From a scene 

Of blood more distant speeds Flataea's chief. 

The fair occasion of suspended fight • 

Sbe seizes, bright in glory wheels away, 

And saves her Carian remnant. While his firicnd 

In fervent eoonds Diomedon bespake.... 

' If then art slain, I corse this glorious day. 
Be all thy trophies, be my own, accors'd.' 

The youth, recover'd, answers in a smiie.... 
' I am onhurt. The weighty blow proclaimed 
The queen of Caria, or Bellona's arm. 
Our longer stay Demophilas may blame. 
l£t as prevent his call.' Ihis said, their steps 
They torn, both striding throagh empurpled heaps 
Of arms, and mangled slain, themselves with gore 
Distain^d ; like two grim tigers, who have forced 
A nightly mansion, on the desert raised 
By some lone-wand'ring traveller, then, dy'd 
In homan crimson, through the forest deep 
Back to their covert's dreary gloom retire. 
Stem Artemisia, sweeping o'er the field. 
Bursts into Asia's camp. A farious look 
She casts around.- Abrocomes remoto 
With Hyperanthes from the king- were sent. 
She sees Ai^estes in that quarter chief. 
Who from fa«ittalions numberiess had spared 
Not one to~saccour, but his malice gorged 
With her distress. Her anger now aogment?. 
• Revenge frowns gloomy on her darkened brow. 
He cautious moves to Xerxes, where he sat 
High on his car. She follows. Lost her helm ; 
Resign'd to sportive winds her clustered locks. 
Wild, but majestic, like the waving boughs 
Of some prond elm, the glory of the grove. 
And full in foliage. Her emblazon'd shield 
With gore is tamish'd. Pale around are seen. 
All faint, all ghastly from repeated wounds. 
Her bleeding soldiers. Brandishing her sword. 
To them she points, to Xerxes thus she speaks...« 
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Behold these mangled Cariaiw, who have ipoA 
Tlieir viul caiTout in the klug's defence, 
Ev'u iu he sight ; while Af des aorl Ciasians fled, 
By these protectatl, whom Arggstes saw 
Puj su'd by slanglitcr to ihy very camp. 
Yet left iinhel/d to perisii. Rntiog aire. 
Let iforoma^ be t ly name, or Jove, 
To thee appealing, of the king I claim 
A d;iy for justice. Monarch, to my arm 
Give him a prey. Let Artemisia's truth 
Chastise his treason.' With an eye submta, 
A mien obseqnioos, and a soothing tone. 
To cheat the king, to moderate her ire, 
Ai-gf«<,8 uttoi-s these fallacious words.«. 

* May Horomazes leave the fiend at lai^ 
To blist ray eartiily happiness, confine 
Amid the horrors of his own abode 

My ghost hereafter, if tlie sacred charge 
Of Xerxes' person was not my restraint. 
My sole restraint! To him onr all is due; 
Our all how trifling, witli his safety weigh'd! 
His preservation I prefer to fame. 
And bright occasion for immortal deeds 
Forego in duty. Else ray helpful sword. 
Fair heroine of Asia, hadst thou seen 
Among the foremost blazing. Lo ! the king 
A royal present will on thee bestow. 
Perfumes and precious angnents on Uie dead, 
A golden wreath to each survivor brave.' 

Aw'd by her spirit, by the flatt'rer's spell 
Deluded, languid through dismay and shame 
At his defeat, the monarch for a time 
Sat mute, at length uulock'd his falfring lips.... 

'ITiouhear'st, great princess. Rest content. His wonb 
I ratify. Yet, farther, I proclaim 
Thee of my train first counsellor and chief.' 

* O eagle-ey'd discernment in the king! 
O wisdom equal to Ids boundless power !' 
The purpled sycophant exclaims. « Thon seest 
Her matchltss talents. Wanting her, thy fleet. 
The floating bulwark of onr hopes, laments, 
FoU'd in her absence, in her condnct safe. 
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Thy poictratiiig nght directs the field; 
Tbere let her woith be baxiirded uo more/ 

' Thy words are wiae/ tiie biiacleit prinop rejoins* 
* Return, brave Carian, to thy naval charge/ 

Ttins, to remove her from the royal ear, 
Malidoas guile prevail& Redoubled rage 
Swcik in her bosom. Demaratas sees. 
And C4lni9 the storm, by rendering up his charge 
To her mitcmal hand. Her flon, belov'd. 
Dispels the furies. Then the Spartan thtt8..M 

' O Artemisia, of the king's command 
Be thoo observant. To thy sianghter'd friends 
Inunediatc care, far other than revenge, 
la due. The ravens gather. From his nost 
Among those clifts, the eagle's rapid fligiit 
Denotes his scent of carnage. Thon, a Greek 
Well know'st the duty sacred to the dead. 
Depart; thy guide is piety. Ck>Uect, 
For honourable sepulchres prepare, 
Tliose bodies, mark'd with honourable wonnds. 
I wilt assist thee. Xerxes will intraat 
To my command a chosen guard of horse.' 

As oft, when storms in summer have overcast 
The night with doable darkness* only pierc'd 
By heav'n's blue fire, wliile thunder shakes the pole. 
The orient snn, diffiisiug genial warmth. 
Refines the troubled air ; the blast is mute ; 
Deatit-pointed flames disperse; and placid Jove 
Looks down in smiles : so pmdence from the lips 
Of Demaratns, by his tone, his mien. 
Ilia aspect strength'ning smooth persnaaon's flow, 
CompoaTd her spirit. She with him departk 
The king assigns a thousand horse to guarrl 
Th' illostrioos exile and heroic dame. 
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BOOK VI. 
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The Grecian commandtn,ofter the pursuit frdire 
for rtfrethment to a cave in the side qf mount 
Oeta. Demophilus returns to the camp; Di' 
cmedon remains inthecavej while Dithyrambus 
discovering a passage through it, ascends to the 
temple qf the Muses, Jifter a long discourse 
mth Melissa, the daughter qf (Xileusysheintnut* 
him with a solemn message to Leonidas, Di' 
thyrambus deputes this charge to Megistias, the 
augur. Leonidas, recalling the f&rccs first en- 
gaged, sends down a fresh body, JXomedonand 
Dithyrambus are permitted, on their own re- 
guest, to continue in the field wUh the Plataans. 
By the advice qf Diomedon, the Grecians ad- 
vance to the broadest part qf ThermopyUe, where 
they form a line qf twenty in depth, consisting 
qfthe Platitans, Mantineans, Tegteans, Th^bans, 
Corinthians, Phliasians, and Mycerueans, The 
Spartans compose a second line in a narrower 
part. Behind them are placed the light armed 
troops under Alpheus, and further b€u:k a pha- 
lanx qf Locrians under Medon, the son qf CXilcus, 
Dieneces commands the whole* 
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BOOK VL 



NOW UtthyramboB and Platea*^ chief, 
Theii' former post attaining, had rejoin'd' 
Bemophllos. Recombent on h\» shield, 
Fhramtes, ga8[ring there, itftracts their sight. 
To him in pity Thesjria'g gallant youth, 
Approaching, thtu liis gen'roos aonl expressed.... 

' liv'tt thon, brave Persian t By propitioos Jove, 
fhmi whom the pleasing stream of mercy flows 
Through mortal bosoms, leas ray soul rejoic'd. 
When fortnne blea^d with victory my arm, 
Than DOW to raiae thee from this field of death.' 

His languid eyes the dying prince nnclos'd. 
Then with expuing voice.M.* Vain man, forbear 
To proffer me what soon thyself must crave. 
The day is quite estingaish'd in these orbs. 
One moment fate allows me to disdain 
Thy niercyjOrecian* Now I yield to death.^ 

This effort mide, the haughty spirit fledr 
So shoots a meteor's transitory gleam 
Through nitrous folds of black nocturnal clouds, 
Then disapatcs for ever. O'er the corse 
His rev'rcnd face Demophilus inclin'd, 
Foi^d on his lance, and tlius addressed the slain.... 
' Alas I how glorious were that bleeding breast. 
Had justice brac'd the buckler on thy arm. 
And to preserve a people bade thee diel 
Who now shall mourn thee? Tliy ungrateful king 
Win soon forget thy worth. Thy native land 
May raiae an empty monument, but feel 
l?o public sorrow. Thy recorded name 
Shall wake among thy countrymen no sighs 
For their lost hero. What to them avall'd 
Thy might, thy dauntless spiiit? Not to guard 
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Their wives, their offspring, from th' oppre9Bor*s hand. 

Bat to extend oppression, didet thou fall. 

Perhaps, with inborn virtues in thy sool. 

Which, bat thy firoward destiny fwbade. 

By fVeedom cheriali'd, might have blessed mankiniL 

All-boonteods nature, thy impartial laws 

To no selected race of men confine 

The sense of glory, fortitude, and all 

The nobler passions, which exalt the mind. 

And render life illastrious. These tboa planfst 

In ev'ry soil. But freedom, like the son. 

Mast warm the gen'rous seeds. By her alone 

Tlicy bloom, they flourish ; while oppi^easion blasts 

The tender virtues: hence a spurious growth. 

False honour, savage valour, taint the soul. 

And wild ambition: hence rapacious pow'r 

The ravag'd earth unpeoples, and the brave, 

A feast for dogs, th' ensanguin'd field bestrew.' 

He said. Around Ihe venerable man 
Tlie warritNTS throng'd, attentive. Conquest husL'd 
Its joyful transports. O'er the hcMrid field, 
Kudc scene, so late of tumult, all was calm. 
So, when the song of Thracian Orpheus drew 
To Hebrus' margin, from their dreary seats. 
The savage breed which Hsemus, wrapt in clouds, 
Fangaeus cold, and Rhodopean snows. 
In blood and discord nurs'd, the soothing strain 
Flow'd witii enchantment through the ravish'd ear, 
Tiieir fierceness melted, and, amaz'd, they leam'd 
The sacred laws of justice, which the bard 
Mix'd with tlie music of his heav'niy string. 

Meantime th' Arcadians, with inverted arms 
And banners, sad and solemn, on their shields 
The giant limbs of Glomus bore along, 
To spread a gen'ral wo. The noble corse. 
Dire spectacle of carnage, passing by 
To those last honours which the dead partai^e. 
Struck Dithyrambus. Swift his melted eye 
Revievtr'd Phraortcs on the rock supine ; 
Then on the sage Demophilns he look'd 
Intent, and spake....* My heart retains thy word*. 
This hour may witness how rapacious pow'r 
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The earth unpeoples. Clonias is no more. 

But he, by Greece lainented, will acquire 

A signal lotnb. T1ii» gallant Persian, cnnlfd 

Beneath my fortanej batli'd in bloud, etili wann. 

May lie forgotten by his thankless king; 

Yet not by mc neglected diall remain 

A naked coi-se.' The good old man replies..^ 

' My gen'f cos child, deserving that success 
Thy arm hath gain'd! Whtm vit;u breati< is fled, 
Onr friends, oar foes, are eqnal dust. Both claim 
The fnn'ral passage to that feture seat 
Of being, where no enmity revives. 
There Greek and Persian will together qnaff 
In amarantliine boVrs the cap of bliss 
Immortal. Him, thy valour slew on earth. 
In that bless'd rcf;ion tlum mayst find a friend.' 
This said, the rt.'ady Thespians he commands 
To lift Phraortes from his bed of death, 
Th' empurpled rock. Oolstretch'd, on targets broad, 
Snstain'd by hands late hostile, now humane, 
-He follows Clonins to the fun'ral pyre. 

A ciiye, not distant from the Fliocian wall. 
Through Oeta's cloven side, had nature f<Min'd, 
In spacious windings. This in moss she clad ; 
O'er half the entrance, downward from the roots. 
She hung the shaggy trunks of branching firs. 
To heavVs hot ray impervious, ^ear the^nouth 

Kelucent laurels spread before the sun ' 

A broad and vivid foliage. High above 
The hill was darkened by a solemn shade, 

Diffus'd from ancient cedars. To this cave 

Dioroedon, Demophilus resort. 

And Thespi^s youth. A deep recess appears. 

Cool as the azure grot where Thetb sleeps 

Beneath the vaulted ocean. Whisper'd sounds 

Of waters, trilling firom the riven stone 

To feed a fountain on the rocky floor. 

In purest streams o'erflowing to the sea. 

Allure the warriors, hot with toil and thirst. 

To this retreat serene. Against the sides 

Their disenaimber'd hands repose their shields; 

The helms they loosen from their glowing cheeks; 
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Propt on their spears, they rert: When Agia brinff 

From LacedasmoB's leader these coftunaiKls^.. 

* Leoiiidas recab yoa from yoor toite. 
Ye meritorioos Grecians. Yoa have reaped 
The first bright harvest on the field of feme. 
Our eyes in wonder, from the Fhocian. wall. 
On your uneqoall'd deeds incessant gaz'd.' 

To whom Plataea'achief.^/ Go, Ag«, say 
To Xaccdaemon's ruler, that, nntir'd, 
Diomedon can yet exalt his spear, 
Kor feels the armoor lieavy on his limbs.' 
Then shall I qiiit the contest? Ere he sinks. 
Shall not this early san again behold / 
The slaves of Xerxes tremble at my lance, 
Shoald they adventure on a fresh assault P 

To him the Tliespian youth*..' My friend, my guide 
To noble actions, since fliy gen'rous heart. 
Intent on fame, disdains to rest, O grant 
I too thy glorious labours may paitiUce, 
May learn once more to imitate thy deeds. 
Thou, gentlest Agis, Sparta's king entreat 
Not to command us from the field of war.* 

' Yes, persevering heroes,' he repl/d, 
' I will return, will Sparta's king entreat 
Not to command you from the field of war.' 
Then interpos'd Demophilns....* O friend. 
Who lead'st to conquest brave Plataea's sons ; 
Thou too, lov'd ofispring of the dearest man, 
"Who dost restore a brother to my eyes ; 
My soul your magnmiimity applanda:- 
But, O reflect that unabating toil ' 
Subdues the mightiest! Valour will repine 
When the weak hand obeys the heart no more. 
Yet I declining through the weight of years. 
Will not assign a measure to your strength. 
If still you find your vigour undecay'd. 
Stay, and augment your glory. So, when time 
Casts from your whiten'd heads the helm aside> 
When in the temples your enfeebled arms 
Have hung their consecrated shields, the land 
Which gave you life, in her defence employ'd^ 
^haU then by honours, doubled on your age,. 
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Heqnite die gen^nms l^kxin of yoar prime.* 
So spake Uic senior, and fonook the cave. 
But tVom the fount Diom e tlon receives 
Th' o'erflowing waters in his concave helm, 
Addreasiog thus the genius of the stream.... 

* Whoe'er thou art, divinity nnstain'd 
Of this fair fountain, till onsporing Mars 
Ileap'd carnage round thee, bounteous are thy streaoM 
To me, who ill repay thee. I agam * 

Thy ulver-gleaming current must pollute, 
%Vhicb, mix'd with gore, shall tinge the Malian slime.' 

lie said, and lifted in his brimming casque 
The bright refreshing moisture. Thus repairs 
Hie spoOedpanther to Hydaspes' side, 
Or eastern fndns,*fea^ted on the blood 
Of some torn deer, which nigh his cruel graqp 
Had roamed, unheeding, in Ihe sea et shade ; 
Rapacious o'er the humid brink he stoops. 
And in the pure and fluid crystal cools 
His reeking Jaws. Meaiitime the Thespian's eye 
Roves round the vaulted space ; when sudden sounds 
Of music, ntter'd by melodious harps 
And melting voices, distant, but in tones 
By diatwce soften'd, while the echoes agh'd! 
In lolling replication, fill the vault 
With harmony. In admiratiou mute, 
"With nerves unbrac'd by rapture, he, entranced. 
Stands like an eagle, when his parthig pliuncs 
The balm of sleep relaxes, and his wiiigs 
Tall from his languid side. Platassa's chief. 
Observing, rous'd the warrior. * Son of Mars, 
Shall music's softness from thy bosom steal , 
The sense of glory? Prom his neighb'ring camp 
Perhaps the Persian sends fresh nations down. 
Soon in bright steel Tliermopylae will blaze. 
Awake ! Accustom'd to the clang of arms. 
Intent on vengeance for invaded Greece, 
My ear, my spirit, in tliis hour admit 
lio new sensation, nor a change of thought.' 
The Thespian, starting from oblivious sloth 

Of ravishment and wonder, quick reply'd.... 
* These sounds were more tlian human. Hark! Again! 
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O honoured frkaad, no advene banner streams 

In sight. No alioat proclaims the Feraan freed 

Trom his late terror. Deeper let as plunge 

In this myrterious dwelling of the nymphs, 

\Vho8e voice* charm its glutMn.' In snules rejoin^i 

Diomedon.../ I see thy sodl entfaraU'd. 

Me thoa wonldat rank among th' onletter'd rwA 

Of yon Barbariansy should I jH-ess thy stay. 

Time favours too. Till Agis be retom'd 

We camiot act Indulge thy eager search. 

Here will I wait, a centinel unmov'd. 

To watch thy comiog.' In exploring haste 

Th' impatient Hicspiam p^etrates the cave. 

He finds it bounded by a steep ascent 

Of rugged steps; where, down the hollow rock, 

A modulation clear, distinct, pd slow. 

In movement solemn, from a lyric string. 

Dissolves the stagnant air to sweet acowd 

With these sonorous lays. Celestial maids! 

While, from our cliffs contemplating the war. 

We celebrate our heroes, O impart 

Orphean magic to the pious strain ! 

That from the mountain we may call the groves; 

Swift motion through these marble fr^;nients breatlie. 

To overleap the high Oetaean ridge. 

And crush the fell invaders of our peace; 

The animated hero upward springs. 
Light as a kindled vapour, which, confin'd 
In subterranean cavities, at length 
Pervading, rives the surface, to enlarge 
The long imprisoned flame. Ascending soon. 
He sees, he stands abash'd, then revVent kneels. 

An aged temple, with insculptur^d forms 
Of Jove's harmonious daughters, and a train 
Of nine bright virgins, round their priestess ranged. 
Who stood in awful majesty, receive 
His unexpected feet. The song is hnsh'd. 
The measared movement on the lyric chord 
In faint vibration dies. The priestess sage,. 
Whose elevated port and aspect i-ose 
To more than mortal dignity, her lyre 
Conargniug graceful to attendant hands, 
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Ijock* vrkb reproof. Th« looee, nncover'd hair 
Shades his inclining forehead ; while a flush 
Of modest crimson dyes his yontliAil cheelc. 
Her pensive visage soOens to a smile 
On worth so blooming, which she thus accosts.... 

' I siioald reprove thee, inadvertent yonth, 
Who, throof^ the sole access by natore left 
To thb pore mansion, with intruding steps 
I>o6t interrupt oar lays. Bat rise. Thy sword 
Perliaps embellish'd tiiat triam|4iant scene 
Whidi walc'd tiiese harps to celebrating uotM. 
What is tlie impress on thy warlilce shield 1* 

' A golden eagle on my shield I bear,' 
Still bending low, he answers. She pursues.... 

' Art thoa possessor of that glorious orb. 
By me distinguiah'd in tlie l4te defeat 
Of Aria, drivVi before thee ? Speak thy name. 
Who is thy siret Where lies thy native seatf 
Com'st tlKm for glory to tins fiital spot. 
Or flrom Barbarian violence to goard 
A parent's age, a spouse, and tender babesy 
Who call &ee fiitherf Humlriy he again.... 

' I am of Thespia, Dithyrambus nam'd, 
'Ilie 8<m of Harmatides. Snatched by fiite. 
He to his brother, and my second sire, 
Demophilus, consiga'd me. Thespia's sons 
By him are led. His dictates I obey; 
Him to resemble strive. No infant v<Moe 
Calls me a fitther. To die nuptial vow 
I am a stranger, and among the Greeks 
The least entitled to thy partial pndse.' 

' None more entitled,' interposM the daxae» 
* Deserving hero ! thy demeanour spedu^ 
It justifies the fome, so widely spread. 
Of Harmitfides' hdr. O grace and pride 
Of that fair city, which the Moses love, 
Ihee an accepted visitant I hail 
In this their ancient temple ! Hion shalt view 
Their sacred haunts.' Descending ft-om the dome, 
%e thns pursoes....' First, know my yoothftal houss 
Were csccrds'd in knowledge. Homer's Muse 
To daily nfeditation won my soul. 
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With my ywA^ spirit mix'd undying sparks 
Of her own rapture. By a father sage 
Conducted, ritit-s, manners, men 1 saw. 
Their institutes and costmns. I rvtnni'd. 
The voice of Locrb cali'd me to sustain 
The holy function here. Now throw thy sight 
Across that meadow, whose enliven'd blades 
Wave in the breeze, and glisten in the sim 
Behind the hoary fane. My bleating tram 
Are nonrish'd there, a spot of plenty, spar'd 
From this surrounding wilderness. Remark 
That fluid mirror, edg'd by slirab^and flow'rs; 
Shrubs of my cnlmre, flow'rs by Iris dreesTd. 
Nor pnss tliat smiling concave in the hill. 
Whose pointed crags are soften'd to the sigiit 
By figs and grapes.' She pauses; while around 
His eye, deliglited, roves; in more delight 
Soon to the spot returning, where she stood 
A deity in semblance, o'er the place 
Presiding awful, as Minerva wise, 
August like Jono, like Diana pure. 
But not more pure than fair. The beauteous lake, 
The pines wide*branching, falls of water clear. 
The multifarious glow on Flora's lap. 
Lose all attraction, as her gracious lips 
Resume their tale....* In solitnde remote 
Here I have dwelt contemplative, serene. 
Oft ^trough the rocks responsive to my lyre. 
Oft to th' Amphictyons in assembly fhll. 
When at this shrine their annual vows they pay, 
In measnr'd declamation I repeat 
The praise of Greece, her liberty and laws. 
From me the hinds, who tend their wand'ring goats 
In these rude purlieus, modulate their pipes 
To smoother cadence. Justice flrom my tongue 
Dissensions calms, which ev'n in deserts rend 
Th' unquiet heart of man. Kow fbrions war 
My carenil thoughts engages, which delight 
To help the free, th* oppressor to confound. 
Thy feet auspicious fortune hither brings. 
In thee a noble messenger I find. 
Go, in these words Leonidas address.... 
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** Melissa, priestess of the tanefnl nine, 

£y their Iiebe^-ts iii\'itv» thy huoottrVl feet 

T(i her divine abode. Iliee, fiiit of Greeks, 

To coDterence of high impoil she calls." 
Th' obed ent Thespian dowu the holy cave 

Retarnfi. His swiitneas suddenly prevents 

His nrieiid's iiupatience, wlio salutes tdin thus.... 
' Let thy adventure be hereailer told. 

liook yonder. Fresh battaiions fixm the camp 

File throng the Fhocian barrier, to construct 

Another phalanx, moving towV of war. 

Which scorns the strength of Asia. Let as arm ; 

Tliat, ready station'd in the glorioos van, 

We may secure permission from the king 

Tliere to continue, and renew the fi|^t.' 
That instant brings Megietias near the grot 

To Sparta's phalanx his p^mal hand 

Was leading Meualippus. !Not nnheard 

By Dithyrambus in their alow approach. 

The fi^er warns a young and lib'ral mind.... 
< Sprang ft-om a distant bonodary of Greece, 

A foreigner in Sparta, cherish'd there, 

Instmcted, honom-'d, not unworthy held 

To fight for Lacedaemon in her line 

Of discipline and valoar, lot my son. 

The hoar is come to prove thy genVons heart; 

That in thy hand, not ilUntnnted, shine 

The spear and buckler, to maintain the cause 

Of thy protectress. Let thy mind recal 

Leonidas. On yonder balwark plac'd. 
He overlooks the battle; he discerns 
The bold and fearful. May the gods I serve 
Grant me to hear Leonidas approve 
My son ! No other boon my age implores.' 
The aagnr pau^d. The animated cheek 
Of Menalippus glows. His eager look 
Demands the fight. This struck tlie tender sire. 
Who tlicn with moisten'd eyes....' Kemember to* 
A father sees thy danger. Oh I my child. 
To me thy honour, as to thee, is dear; 
Yet court not death. By ev'ry filial tie. 
By all my fondness^ all my cares, I sue I 
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Amid the conflict, or the warm porsoit. 

Still by the wise Dieneces abide. 

His prudent valour knows di* onerring paths 

or glory. He admits thee to his side. 

He will direct thy ardour. Go.' They part. 

Megistias, turning, is accosted tfaiis - 
By Dithyrambns....* Venerable seer. 
So may that son, whose merit I esteem. 
Whose predoos head in peril I would die 
To giiard, retam in triumph to Uiy breast. 
As thou deliver'st to Laconia's king 
A high and solonn message. Wliile anew 
The line is forming, firom th' embattled field 
I must not stray, oncaird. A sacred diai^ 
Throogh hallow'd lips wUl beat approach the king.' 

The Acamanian in so^nae remains 
And silence. DiUiyrambos quick relates 
Melissa's words, describes Ae holy grot. 
Then qolts th' instmcted angnr, and attends 
Diomedon's load call. That fervid duef 
Was reassoming his distinguish'd arms. 
Which, as a splendid recompenoe, he bore 
Prom grateful Athens, for adiievements bold. 
When he with brave Miltiades redeemed 
Her domes fhHn Asian flames. The scolptnr'd hdm 
Enclosed his manly temples. From on high 
A four-fold plumage nodded; iKiiile.beneatii 
A golden dragon, with effulgent scales. 
Itself the crest, shot terror. On his arm 
He brac'd his buckler. Bwd'riog on the rim, 
Gorgonian serpents twin'd. Within, Uie form 
Of Pallas, martial goddess, was embosefd. 
Low at her feet the graceful tnnic flow'd. 
Betmxt two grifiins, on her helmet, sat 
A sphynx, with wings expanded ; while the face 
Of dire Medusa on her breastjriate firown'd. 
One hand supports a javelin, which confounds 
The pride of kings. The other leads along 
A blooming virgin. Victory, whose brow 
A wreath encircles. Laurels she presents ; 
But from her shoulders all her plumes were flhonia 
In fovour'd Athens ever now to rest. 
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Hiifl dread of Asia on his mighty arm 
Diomedon aprear'd. He anatch'd his lancey 
Then spake to DitliyraoibasM..' See, my fk'iend. 
Alone, of all the Grecians who aastain'U 
The former onset, inezhaasted stand 
Flalaea's sons. They well may keep the field. 
Who with imsiacken'd nerves endnr'd that dHy 
Which saw ten myriads pf Barbarians driv'n 
Back to dieir ships, and Athens left secure. 
Charge in oar line. Amid the foremost rank 
Thy valoDr diall be plac'd, to share command. 
And ev'ry honour with Plataea's chief.' 

He said no more, but towards the Grecian van, 
Impetnoas, ardent, strode. Nor dow behind. 
The pride of Thespia, Dithyrambos mov'd, 
Uke yoothAil Hermes in celestial arms; 
When lightly, graceftal, with his feather'd feet, 
Alimg Scamander's flow'iy verge he paas'd 
To aid th' incens'd divinities of Greece 
Against the ^rygian toVrs. Their eager haste 
Soon brings the heroes to th' embattling ranlu. 
Whom thus the brave Diomedon exhorts.... 

' Not to contend, bot vanquish, are yc come. 
Here, in tlie blood of ftogitives, your spears 
Shall, unoppo^d, be stain'd. My valiant ft-icnds. 
But chief, ye men of Sparta, view that space, 
Wliere Arom the Malian galph more diBtaiit rise 
Th' Oetaean rocks, and less confine the straits. 
There if we range, extending wide oar front. 
An ampler scope to havock will be giv'n.' 

To him Dieneces. < Platacan friend, 
Well dost tliou connsel. On that wid'ning ground. 
Close to the mountain, place thy vctVan files. 
Proportion'd numbers ftom thy right shall stretch 
Quite to the shore, in phalanx deep, like thine. 
The Spartans wedg*d in this contracted pait, 
^Vill I contain. Behind- me Alphens waits 
With lighter bodies. Further back the line 
Of Locris forms a strong reserve.' He said. 
The diff' rent bands, cpnfiding in his skill. 
Move on successive. Tlie Platasans first 
Ag^iiust the hill are station'd. In their van 
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Is Dithyrambus rank'd. Triamphant joy 

Diatends their bosoms, sparkles ia their eyes. 

* Bless'd be the great Diomedon,' they sliout, 
* Who brings another hero to our line. 

Hail, DithyrambasI Hail,illustrion.syoatb! 

Had tender age permitted, thoo hadst gAin'J 

An early palm at Marathon.' Hii pobt 

He takes. IDs gladness Washes on his cheek 

Amid the fore:itost rank. Ai oaud him crowd 

The loDg-try'd waniors. Their minumber'd scars 

Dlscov'ring, they in arajfle phrase recount 

Their various dangers. He their wounds surveys 

In veneration, nor disdains to hear 

Hie oft-repeated tale. From Sparta's king 

Retarn'd, the gracious Agis these address'd.... 

* Leonidas salutes Plataea's chief. 

And Dithyrambus. To your swoi-da he gi-auts 
A ftirther effort with Plataea's band. 
If yet by toil uuconqner'd. But i see 
That all, unyieldhig, court the promised fight. 
Hail, glorioas vefransi This signal day 
May your victorious arras augment the wreaths 
Around your venerable heads, and grace 
Thermopylae with Marathonian fame.' 

This said, he hastens back. Aleantime advance 
TTie Mantinean, Diophantns brave. 
Then Ilegesander, Tegea's dauntless chief. 
Who near Diomedon, in equal r^nge, 
Erect their standards. Next the Thebans form. 
Alcmseon, bold Enpalamns, succeed. 
With tlieir Corinthian and Phliasian bands. 
Last, on the Malian shore, Mycenae's youth 
Aristobnlus draws. From Oeta's side 
Down to the bay, in well-connected length. 
Each gleaming rank contains a hundred spears,^^ 
While twenty bucklers cv'ry file condense. 
A sure support, Dieneccs behind ^ 

Arrays the Spartous. Godlike Agis here. 
There Menalippns, by their leader stand. 
Two bulwarks. Breathing ardour \n the rear. 
The words of Alphens fan the growing flame 
Ol expectation thix>ngh his light-<u-m'd''force ; 
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While Tolydona, prefcnt in liis thoaghtt. 
To vengeance siiarpens his indignant aoal. 

No foe is aeen. No distant sbont is lieard. 
This pause of action Dithynunbos chose. 
The solemn scene on Oeta to his friend 
He open'd large; poortray'd Melissa's form, 
Reveal'd her mandate ; when Piatasa's chief.... 

' Such elevation of a female mind 
Bespeaks Melissa worthy to obtain 
The conference she asks. This wond'roos dame. 
Amid her hymns, conceives somtf lofty tlioag^t 
To make these slaves,' who loiter in their camp. 
Dread ev'n oar women. Bat my gentle friend. 
Say, Ditbyrambns, whom the liquid spell 
Of song enchants, shoold I reproach the gods, 
Who forat'd me cold to music's pleasing pow'r? 
Or should I thank them that the sodding chanu 
Of sound or numbers ne'er dissolv'd my soal? 
Yet I confess thy valour breaks that cLarm, 
Which may enrapture, not anman thy breast.' 

To whom his friend....' Doth he whose lays record 
The woes of Priam, and the Gi-ecian fkme. 
Both he dissolve thy spirit? Yet he flows 
In all the sweetness harmony can breathe.' 

' No, by the Gods,' Diomcdon rejoins, 
' I feel that mighty muse. I see the car 
Of fierce Achilles, see tli' encainber'd wheels 
O'er heroes driv'n, and clotted with their gore. 
Another too demands my soul's esteem. 
Brave .£schylas of Athens. I have seen 
His mose begirt by ftaries, while she sweli'd 
Her tragic numbers. Him, in equal rage 
His coQiitry's foes o'erwhelming, I belield 
At Marathon. If Phoebus would dilluse 
Siidi fire tlirougfa ev'ry bard, the tuneful band 
^^Iiglit in tliemselves find heroei for their SMigs. 
But, son of Ilarmatidcs, lift tliine eye 
To yonder point, remotest in the bay. 
Those seeming clouds, which o'er the billows fleet 
Successive round tlie jutting land, are sails. 
Th' Aljicuian pendant hastens to salute 
Lcopidas. O i£schylus, ray friend, 
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First in the train of Fhoebiu and of Mars, 

B« tliou on board 1 Swift*boandiog o'er the waves, 

Come, and be witness to hiaroic deeds! 

Brace thy atrcmg liarp with loftier-soonding diords, 

To celebrate this battle! Fall who may ; 

But if they fidl with honoar, kc their names 

Round festive goblets in thy nnmbers ring, 

And joy, not grief, accompany the song.* 

Conversing thus, dieir ooorage tliey bcgufl'd, 
Which else, impatient of inactive boors, 
At loDg-Mupended glory, had repin'd. 
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SOOK FII. 



^ Viz 9tstimem« 



MegisHaa delioen MUis8a*s menage to LeonieUu. 
Medon, her brother, conducts him to the Tan- 
pie, Sherfiamishea Leonidas with the meofu of 
executing a design he had premeditated to annojf 
the enemy. They are Joined by a body qf ma- 
riners under the command qf JEachylus, a celt- 
broJted poet and warrior among the Athenians, 
ZeonidMs takes the necessary measures j and ob- 
servingtfrom a stwimit qf Oeta, the motions qf 
the Persian army, expects another attack : this 
is renewed with great violence by Hyperantha, 
Abrocomes, and the principal Persian leaders, 
at the head qfsome chosen troops. 
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BOOK Vll. 

liTEGISTIAS, urging to nnwontcd speed 

^^ His aged steps, by Dithyrambiu charg*d 

"With sage Meliasa^s words, liad now rejoin'd 

The kisg of Laoedsemon. At his side 

Was Maron posted, watchful to receive 

His hi^ injunctions. In the rear they stood 

Behind two thousand Locrians, deep array'd 

By warlike Medon, Arom O'lleas sprung. 

Leonidas to them his anxioos mind 

Was thus diKloidng.../ Medon, Maron, hear. 

From this low rampart my exploring eye 

But half commands the action, yet hath marked 

EnoQg^ for caotion. Yon barbarian camp. 

Immense, exhaustless, deluging the ground 

With myriads, still o'erflowing, may consume. 

By endless numbers and unceasing toil. 

The Grecian strength. Not marble is our flesh, 

Kor adamant our sinews. Silvan pow'rs. 

Who dwell on Oeta, your superior aid 

We must solicit. Your stopeudous cliffs. 

In those loose rocks and branchless trunks, contain 

More fell annoyance than the arm of man.' 

He ended ; when Megistias....' Virtuous king, 
Melissa, priestess of the tuneAil nine. 
By their behests, invites thy honour^ feet 
To her chaste dwelling, seated on that hill. 
To conference of high import she calls 
Thee, first of Oredaus.' Medon interposVI.. .. 

' She is my sister. Justice rules her ways 
With piety and wisdom. To her voice 
The natioqs round give ear. The muses breathe 
Their inspiration through her spotless soul. 
Which borders on divinity. She calls 
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On thee. O, traly sty I'd the first of Greeks, 

Regard her call I Yon cliff's projecting head 

To thy disceniincnt will afford a scope 

More flill, more certain ; tlience thy skflful eye 

WiU best direct the fi^t. Melissa'k sire 

Was ever present to the king in thought. 

Who thus to Medon....* Lead, aliens' son: 

Before the daughter of Oilens pUice 

My willing feet.* They hasten to the <ave. 

Megistias, Maron, foUow. Through the rock 

Leonidas, ascending to the fa«c, 

Bose, like the God of morning from tlie cell 

Of night, whoa, shedding cheerfulness and day 

On hiU and vale, emj)lai6'd with dewy geins. 

He gladdens nature. Lacedaemon's kiiig. 

Majestically graceful and serene, 

Dispels the rigour in that solemn seat 

Of holy sequestration. On the f^ce 

Of pendve^y'd religion rapture glows. 

In admiration of the godlike man. 

Advanc'd Melissa: He her proffer»d hand* 

lo hue. In purity, like snow, receiv'd. 

A heav*n4Unmin'd dignity of look 

On him she flx'd. Rever*d by all, she spake.«. 

* Hail, chief of men, selected by the gods 
For purer fiune thaa Harculep acquired I 
This hour allows no paused She leads the king. 
With Medon, Maron, and Megistias, down 
A slope, jleclining to the mossy verge 
Which terminates the mountain. While they paaa 
She tlius proceeds....* These marble maaes view, 
Wliich lie dispers'd around you. Tliey were hewn 
Prom yonder quarry. Note those pond'rons bcdoaa, 
The silvan offspring of that hill. With thefc. 
At my request, th' Amphictyons, from their seat 
Of gen'ral council, piously decreed 
To raise a dome, the ornament of Greece. 
Observe those wither'd firs, tliose raould'rmg oaks* 
-Down that declivity, half-rooted, bent. 
Inviting human fortSl:. Then look below. 
There lies Thermopylae.'.....' 1 see,' exclaims 
The high-conceiving hero. * I rccal 
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Tliy fathered words and forecast. He presag'd 

I shoald not find bis daughter's coaoscl vain. 

He, to accomplish what thy wisdom plans. 

Hath amplest means suppl>'d. Go, Medon, bring 

The tboasand peasants, from th' Oiiean vale 

I>etach*d. Their leader, Meiiboens, bring. 

Fly, Maron. EvVy in>trament provide 

To fell the trees, to drag the massy beams. 

To lift the broad-hewn A'agments.'....' Arc not these 

For sacred nse reservWV Megi^stias said. 

* Can these be wieldetl by the hand of Mars 

Withoat pollution T* In a solemn tone 

TTie priestess answered....* Rev*rend man, who bcar'st 

Pontific wreaths, pnd thon, great captain, bear. 

Forbear to think that my unprompted mind. 

Calm and scqnester'd in religion's peace, 

Could have devis'd a stratagem of war ; 

Or, nnpemiitted, coold resign to Mara 

llieae rich materials, gatlier'd to restore. 

In strength and splendour, yon decrepit walisj 

And that time-shaken roof. Kejectuig sleep, 

Last niglit I lay, contriving swift revenge 

On these Barbarians, whose career profane 

0*ertnrns the Grecian temples, and devotes 

Their holy bow*rs to flames. 1 left my coach 

Xiong ere the sun his orient gates uabarrM. 

Beneath yon beach my pensive head reclined* 

The rivulets, the fountains, warbling round. 

Attracted slumber. In a dream I saw 

Calliope. Her sisters, all with harps. 

Were rang'd around her; as their Parian forms 

She^v in the temple. ** Dost thou sleep?" she said ; 

'* Melissa, dost thou sleep? The barb'rons host 

Approaches Greece. . The first of Grecians comes. 

By death to vanquisli. Priestess, let him hurl 

Tliese marble heaps, these consecrated beams, 

Onr fane itself, to crush the impious ranks. 

Tlie hero summon to our sacred hill. 

Reveal the promised succour. All is dne 

To liberty against a tjrranl's pride." 

She struck her shell. In concert full reply'd 

The i4ster lyres. Leonidas they sung. 
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: and (Select yot known, 
> new, in Lu^qage yet to come.* 
Ii^d. Then Me^atwk.^* Dear to heaVte, 
hoQonrV], and, in towMug thought* 
preeminent, thy words 
To me, a soldier and a priest, aoffioe. 
I hesitate no iooger.' But the king. 
Wrapt in ecstatic oonten^rfi^on, stood, 
Rerolvii^ deep an answer, wliidi mi^ snit 
His dignity and hers. At lei^jth he spake.... 

' Not Lacedaemon's whole collected state 
Of senate, people, ephori, and Idnp; 
Not the Amphictyoos, wiioae convention holds 
The nniversal majesty of Greece, 
E'er drew such rev'irence as thy single fonn, 
0« all-anrpasang woman, worthy child 
Of timecenown'd O'ilens I In thy voice 
I hear the goddess liberty. I see. 
In thy sablimity of look and poet. 
That duster bri^t of Eleutfaerian Jove. 
Me thoQ hast prai^d. My consdkms spirit feeb 
That not to triumph in thy virtnous praise 
Were want of virtne. Yet, Ulnstrioos dame. 
Were I aasor'd dut oracles delnde ; 
That, unavailing, I should spill my Mood; 
That all the Muses of subjected Greece 
Hereafter would be dlent, and my name 
Be ne'er transmitted to rec<Mding time ; 
There b in virtne, for her sake alone. 
What should uphcdd my resolution firm. 
My country's laws I never would survive.' 

Mov'd at hb words, reflecting on hb fiite. 
She had relazfd her dignity of mind. 
Had sank in sadness; but her brother's helm- 
Before her beams. Relumiidng her night. 
He through the cave, like Hesperus, ascends, 
Th' OKlean hinds conducting, to achieve 
The enterprise she connseb. Now her ear 
Is pierc'd by notes, shrill sounding fVom the YAuIt. 
Upstarts a dlff'rent band, alert and light, 
Athenian sailord. Long and separate files 
Of lusty shoulders, ea^d by union, bear 
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Thicks weH-compacted cables, wont to heave 

The restiff anchor. To a nnval pipe. 

As if one booI invigorated all. 

And all conapoe^d one body, they had trod 

In eqnal paces, maxy, yeC onbroke, 

Throai^oat their passage. So the spinal strength 

Of aoaae porlentoas aerpent, whom the heata 

Of X4bya breed, indisaolably knit. 

But flexible, across the sandy plain. 

Or np the moanttin, draws his spotted length. 

Or Mrbere a winding excavation leads 

Throngh rocks abrupt and wild. Of stature large. 

Id arms, which shewed rimpiicity of strength, 

Ko decoration of redundant art, 

WHh aable horse-hair floating down bis back, 

A warrior moves behind. Compos'd in gait, 

Aoderely grave and thooghtfal, on his diieid 

Hie democratic majesty he bore 

Of Athens. Carv'd in emblematic brass. 

Her ifni^ stood, with Pallas by her A6k, 

AmuA trampled under each victorious foot 

A regal crown, <me Peruan, one nsnrpt 

By her own tyrants, on the well-foaght plain 

Of Marathon confounded. He commands 

These ftatore guardians of their country's weal. 

Of gen'ral Greece the bulwarks. Thdr high deeda 

From Artonisinm, fh>m tfa' empurpled shores 

Of S.tlamis, renown shall echo wide ; 

Shall fell posterity, in latest times. 

That naval fortitude controls the worlds 

Swift Maron, following, brings a vigorous band 

Of Helots. Ev'ry instrument they wield 

To delve, to hew, to heave : and, active, I;t.'t 

Bounds Meliboens, vigilant to urge 

The tardy forward. To Laoonia's king 

Advanc'd th' Athenian leader, and began.... 

< Thou godlike ruler of Eurotas, hail I 
Thee by my voice Themistocles salutes. 
Hie admiral of Athens. I conduct, ^ 

By public choice, the squadron of my tribe. 
And ^schylus am call'd. Our chief hath giv'a 
Three d^ys to glory on Eutxea's coast. 
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Vfbcee promantories almost rise to meet 
Hiy ken from Oeta's cliffs. This morning saw 
The wonted foe, from Artemisium driv'n. 
Leave thdr disabled abipst and floating wrecks. 
For Grecian trophies. When the fight was closed 
I was detach'd to bring th' auspicious news. 
To bid thee welcome. Fortnnate, uiy keel 
Hath swiftly borne me. Joyful I concur 
In thy attempt. Apprised by yonder chieft, 
Who met me landing, instant from the ships 
A thousand gallant mariners I drew, 
Who till the setting sun shaU lend their toil.' 

* Tbemistoeles and thou accept ray heart,' 
Leonidas reply*d, and closely strain'd 
The brave, the learn'd Athenian to his breast. 
* To envy is ignoble ; to admire 
The activity of Athens will become 
A king of Sparta, who, like thee, condemn'd 
His country's sloth. But Sparta now is arm'd. 
Thou shalt commend. Behold me, station'd here 
To watch the wild vidssitndes of war, 
Pirect the course of slaughter. To this poet 
By that superior woman I was calPd. 
By long protracted fight lest fainting Greece 
Should yield, outnumbered, my enlightenM soul 
Through her, whom heav'n enlightens, hath de^i^d 
To whelm the num'rons, persevering foe 
In hideous death, and signalize the day 
With horrors new to war. The Muses prompt 
The bright achievement. Lol from Atiiens smiles 
Minerva too. Her swift, auspicious aid 
In thee we find, and these, an ancient race, 
By her and I4eptnne cherish'd/ Straight he meet9 
The gallant train ; majestic, with his arms 
Ontstretch'd, in this applauding strain he spake.... 

' O lib'ml people, earliest arm'd, to diield 
Kot your own Athens more than gen'ral Greece^ 
Yon best deserve her gratitude. Her praise 
Will rank you foremost on the rolls of feme.* 

They hear, they gaze, revering, and rever*d» 
Fi^sh numbers muster, rushing from the hills. 
The thickets round. Melissa, pointing, spake.^ 
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' I am fheir leader. Natives of the hills 
Are these, the mral w(»3hippers of Pan, 
Who breathes an ardoor throogh their hnmbis minds 
To join yoa warriors. Vassals these, not mine. 
Bat cf the Moses, and their hallowed laws, 
Adminiater'd by me. Tlieir patient hands 
Make cnltnre smile, where nature seems to chide ; 
Nor wanting my instmctions, or my pray'rs. 
Fertility they scatter, l^ their toil. 
Around this aged temple's wild domain. 
Is Meliboeas here? Thon fence secure 
To old Oileas from the cares of time. 
Thrice art thoa welcome I Usefhl, wise, belov'd. 
Where'er dioa sojoomest, on Oeta known. 
As oft a boanty of a father's love 
Tbon on MeHna's solitude dost pour* 
Be thou director of these mountain hinds !* 

Th' important labour, to inspiring airs. 
From flutes and harps, in symphony, with hymns 
Of holy virgins, ardent all perform. 
In bands divided under dilf' rent chieft. 
Huge timbers, blocks of marble, to remove 
Ihey first attempted; then assembled stones, 
L,ooBe in their beds, and wither'd trunks, uptorn 
By tempests; next dismemberM from the rock 
Broad, ragged Augments; A-om the-mountiUn hew'd 
Thcfa* venerable firs and aged oaks. 
Which, of tlieir branches by the lightnuig bar'd. 
Presented still against the blasting flame 
Their hoary pride, unshaken. These the Greeks, 
Bat chief th* Athenian mariners, to force 
U niting skill with massy leavers heave. 
With stiong-knit cables drag; till, now disposed 
Where great Leonidas appoints, the piles ' 

Nod o'er the straits. This new and sudden scene 
Afight lift iraagitvition to belief 
Tliat Orpheus and Amphion from their beds 
Of ever-blooming asphodel bad heard 
The Muses call ; had brought their fabled harps. 
At whose mellifluent charm once more the trees 
Ilad burst their fibrous bands, and marbles leap'd 
In rai^d motion firom the quarry's womb, 
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That day to follow harmony^ in aid 
Of geuYooB valour. Fancy mig^t discern 
Cerulean Tbetb, from her coral grot 
Emerging, seated on her pearly car. 
With Nereidi!, floating on the nirge below. 
To view, in wonder, from the Malian bay 
The attic sons of Neptane, who forsook 
Their wooden walls to range tfa* Oetiean crags. 
To rend the forests, and disjoin tiie rocks. 

MeanUme a hondred sheep are slain. Their limbft^ 
From boming piles fume grs^efhl. Bounty ^re^s 
A decent board. Simplicity attends. 
Then spake the priestess....' Long enduring chieiiB, 
Your eflfbrts, now accompUj«h'd, may admit 
Refection, due to this liard-labonr'd train. 
Due to yourselves.' Her hospitable smile 
Wins her well-chosen guests, Laconia's king. 
Her brother, Maron, -Sschylus divine. 
With Acamania's priest. Her first oonunandi 
To Meliboeos, sedulous and blithe. 
Distribute plenty through the toiling crowd. 
Then, screen'd beneath close umbrage of an oak. 
Each care4ivested chief the banqnei shards. 

Cool breezes, whisp'ring, flutter in the leaves^ 
Whose verdure, pendant in an arch, repel 
Tlie westMng sun's hot glare. Favonins Wand 
Ilia breath impregnates with exhaling^weets 
From flow'ry beds, whose scented clu.'^terR dtck 
The gleaming pool in view. Ftat by a brook. 
In limpid lampscs, over native steps 
Attune his cadence to sonorous strings. 
And liquid accents of Melissa's maids. 
The floating air in melody respires." 
A rapture mingles in the calm repast. 
Uprises .Eschylus. A goblet ftiU 
He grasps....' To those divinities who dwell 
In yonder temple, this libation first ; 
To thee, benignant hostess, next I pour ; 
Then to thy fame, Leonidas.* He said. 
His breast, with growing heat distended, prompts 
His eager hand, to whose expressive sign 
One of the virgins cedes her sacred lyre. 
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Their cboral aong complacency re«traii». 
The 9oal of niasic, bursting from his tj>uch. 
At once gives birth to sentiineat sabliine. 

< O Hercales and Ferseos/ he began, 
' Star-spapgled twins of Leda, and the rest 
Of Jove*8 immediate seed, your splendid acts 
3IaDkind protected while the race was r«de; 
While o*er the earth's nncivilix'd extent 
The savage monster and the ruflian sway'd, 
More savage still. No policy, nor laws. 
Had firam'd societies. By single strength 
A single ruflkn or a moubter felL 
The leipslator rose. Three lights in Greece, 
Lycurgas, Solon, and Zalencus, blax'd. 
Then, sulMtiUiting wisdom, Jove, profuse 
Of his own blood no longer, gave as more 
In discipline and manners, which can form 
A hero like Leonidas, than all 
The god-begotten progeny before. 
The pnpils next of Solou claim the mnse. 
Soand yoor hoarse conchs, ye Tritons. Yon beheld 
Tlie Atlantean shape of sldughter wade 
Throogfa your ast<»ish'd deeps, his purple arm 
Uplifting hi|^ before th' Athenian line. 
Yoa saw brif^t conquest riding on the gale 
Which swell'd (heir saite; saw terror at their helms. 
To guide thehr brazen beaks on Asia's pride. 
Her adamantine grapple from their decks 
Fate threw, and ruin on the hostile fleet 
Inextricably fastened. Sound, ye nymphs 
Of Oeta's mountains, of her woods and streams. 
Who hourly witness to Melissa's worth. 
Ye Oreads, Dryads, Naiads, sound her praise! 
Proclaim ZHleucus by his daughter grac'd, 
Like Solon and Lycnrgns by their sons.' 

liaoonia's lien>, and the priestess, bow'd 
Their foreheads grateftil to the bard sublime. 
She, rising, takeaf the word....' More sweet tliy lyre 
To fHendship's ear than terrible to foes 
Thy spear in battle, though the keenest pc^t 
Which ever pierc'd Barbarians. Close we here 
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The foog and banqiiec. Baric! adiatant dia 
IVom AbU's camp reqidres imm »rfi»f<i care f 

She kadi. Along the rocky ver^ they psas. 
In calm deli|^, Leonidu annreys 
All in the order which he la^ angn'd. 
As o*er Tbennopybe beneath he cast 
A wary look; The monntain's farthest crag 
Now reached, Melissa to the king began.... 

* Observe that ^pace below, dispenM in d^ets 
In h<rflows, winding throogh diasever'd rocks. 
The slender ooUet, screoiM by yopder siimbs, 
I^ads to the pass. Th«% stately, to my view 
The martial qoeen of Caria, yester son 
Descending ihew'd. Her loudly I reprov'd. 
Bnt she, devoted to the Persian king. 
In ambosh there preserved his flying host. 
She last retreated; but, retreating, prov'd 
Her valour eqodl to a better cause, 
^gain I see the heroine approach.* 

Megisiias then....* I see a pow'rftal arm, 
SostainiDg firm the large, eiablason'd shield. 
Which,. fashioned first in Caria, we have learnM 
To imitate in Greece. Sablime, her port 
Bespeaks a mighty spirit. Priestess, look. 
An act of piety she now performs. 
Directing those, pertiaps her Carian band. 
To bear dead brethren from the bloody field. 
Among the boisdben an exalted form. 
Like Demaratus, strikes my searching eye. 
To me, recalling his transcendent rank 
In Sparta once, he seems a languid son, 
"Which dimly sinks in exhalations dark. 
Enveloping his radiance.* While he spake. 
Intent on martial duty, Medon views 
The dan^rons thicket ; Lacedzemon's chief, 
Aronnd the region his conadVate eye 
Extending, marks each movement of the foe. 

Th' imperial Penman, from his lofty car. 
Had, in the morning's early conflict, seen 
His vaoqnish'd army pouring from the straits 
Back to thtir tents, and o'er hb camp dispersed 
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In consternation ; as a river bursts 
Impetnons fhun his foantain, then, enlarg'd, " 
Spreads a dead surface o'er some level marrii. 
Th* astooish'd king thrice started from his seat ; 
Shame, fear, and iodignation rent his brea&t; 
Aa ruin irresistible were near 
To overwhelm his millions. ' Haste P h^calVd 
To Ilyperauthes, * haste, and meet the Greelu. 
Their daring rage, thdr insolence, repel. 
From such dishonour vindicate oar name.' 

Ilia royal brother through tb' extenave camp 
Obedient mov'd. Deliberate and brave, 
Each aictive prince, from evVy tent remote. 
The hardiest troops, he summon'd. Caria's queen. 
To Ilyperanthes bound by firm esteem 
Of worth, nnrivaird in the Persian court. 
In solemn ^pace was now returning idow 
Before a band, transporting from the field « 

Ibeir slain companions to die sandy beach. 

She stopt, and thus addressed him. * Learn, O prince. 
From one whose wishes on thy merit wait. 
The only means to bind thy gallant brow 
In fairest wreaths. To break the Grecian line 
In vain ye struggle, nnarray'd and lax, , 

Depriv'd of union. Try to form one band 
In ordered ranks, and emulate the foe. 
If or to secure a thicket next the pass 
Forget. Selected numbers station theip 
Farewell, young hero I May thy fortune prove^ 
Unlike to mine. Had Asia's millions spar'd 
One myriad to sustain me, none had seen 
Me quit the dang'rous contest. But the head 
Of base Argestes on some flitare day 
Shall feel my treasur'd veng >ance. Vtom the fleet 
I only stay till burial rites are paid 
To these dead Marians. On this fktal strand 
May Artemisia's ^ief appease your ghosts, 
Idy f^thftal subjects, sacrific'd in vain.' 

The hero grateftil and respectftal heard 
What soon his warmth neglected, at the sight 
Of spears which flara'd innumerable round. 
Deyond the rest in lustre was a band. 
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The satellites of Xerxes. They forsook 

Their coustaut orbit round th' imperial throne 

At this dread crisis. To a myriad fix'd. 

From dielr unchanging namber they derivM 

The title of hnmorub. L^t their spears ; 

Set in pomegmiates of reftilgent gold, 

Or barnish'd^ver, were the slender blades. 

Magnificent and stately were the ranks. 

The prince, commanding mate attention, spake..^ 

' In two divisions part your namber, cliicfs. 
One will I lead to onset. In my ranks 
Abrocoraes, Hydames, shall advance, 
Pandales, Mindas, Intaphernes brave. 
To wrest this short-liVd victory from Gi-eecc. 
Thou, Abradates, by Sosarmes join'd, 
Orontfs and Mazaeos, keep tlie rest 
From action. Ftatare snccour they mast lend, 
Shonld eiivions fxte exhaust our num'rous files; 
For, O pure Mlthra, may thy radiant eye 
Ne'er see us, yielding to ignoble flight. 
The Peraan name dishonour. May the acts 
Of our renown'd progenitors, who, led 
By Cyrus, gave one monarch to the east. 
In us revive. O think, ye Persian lords. 
What endless infamy will blast your names. 
Should Greece, that narrow poition of tlie eartli. 
Your pow*r del^when Babylon hath lowYd 
Her tow'ring crew; when Lydia*s pride is qnell'd 
In Crcesus vanquishM ; when her empire! lost 
Ecbatana deplores I Ye chosen guard. 
Your king's immortal bulwark, O reflect 
What deeds from your superior swords he claims I 
You share his lai^est bounty. To your faith, 
Your constancy and prowess, he conunils 
His throne, his person, and this day his fiunel' 

Hiey wave their banners, blazing in the sun. 
Who then three hours tow'id Hesperus had driv'n 
From his meridian heiglit. Amid their shouts 
Tlie hoarse^'eBoanding biUows are not heard. 
Of diff 'rent nations, and in dl£f 'rent garb, 
Innnmerons and vary'd, like the shells 
By restless Thetis scattered on the beach 
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O'er wbidi they trod^ the maltitnde advancM, 
Sti-aight by Leouidas deflcry'd. The van 
Abrocomes and Hyperanthes led, 
Pandates, Mudos. Violent their march 
Sweeps down the rocky, hollow-fioundiDg pas?. 
So, where th* aneqnal globe in mountains s%\ell8, 
A torrent roUs his thnnd'ring surge betv«|p 
The steep-erected clifilB; turaultnotis dash 
llie waters, bursting on the pointed crags; 
The valley roars: the marble channel foams. 
Th' nndannted Greeks immoveably withstand 
The dire encounter. Soon th' impetuous siiock 
Of tboosands and of myriads shakes the groundr 
Stnpendons scene of terror! Under hills, 
^Vhoae sides half-arching o'er the hosts project. 
The onabating fortitude of Greece 
Maintains her line ; th' antraihM Barbarians charge 
In savage fiiry. With inverted trunks. 
Or bent obliquely from the shagged ridge^ 
The silvan horrors overbade the fight. 
The clanging trump, the crash of mingle<1 spoars, 
The groan of death, and vrar's discordant sliouts. 
Alarm the echoes in their neigiib'ring caves ; 
WoodSj cliSs, and ^ores, retinn the dreadful soand. 
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tLpt ZxQumtnu 

Hifp^ranthes ditcontimUng the fight while he waits 
for ^reit\forcementSf Teribazus, a Persian re- 
markable for his merit and learning, and 
highly beloved by Hyperanthes, but wthappy 
in his passion for Ariana, a daughter qf Da- 
rius, advances from the rest qfthe army to the 
rescue of a friend in distress, who lay wounded 
on the field of battle. Teribazus is attacked by 
Diophdnttis, the Mantinean, wham he overcomes ; 
then, engaging with JHthyrambus, is himself 
slain, Hyperanthes hastens to his succour. A 
general battle ensues, where Diomedon distinr 
guishes his valour. Hyperanthes and Abro- 
conies, partly by their own ^orts, and partly by 
the perfidy qf the Thebans, who desert the line» 
being on the point qf forcing the Grecians, arc 
repulsed by the Lacedtemonians, Hyperemthes 
composes a select body out qf tJie Persian stand- 
ing forces, and making an improvement in their 
discipline, renews the attack; upon which Leoni- 
das changes the disposition qf his army, Hy- 
peranthes and the ablest Persian generals are 
driven out qf the field, and several thousands qf 
the Barbarians, circumvented in the pa$»t are 
entirely destroyed. 
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MID the van of Persia was a yoatb, 
Kam^d Teribazns; not for golden stores; 
Not for "wide jpastures, travers'd o'er by bcrdiiy 
By fleece abounding sheep, or gen'roos steefls. 
Nor yet for pow'r, nor splendid honours, fiun'd. 
Rich -was his mind in ev'ry art divine ; 
Through ev'ry path of science had he walkM, 
The votary of wisdom. In the years 
When tender down invests tlie raddy cheek. 
He with tlie Magi tnrn'd the hallow'd page 
Of Zoroastres, Then his tow'ring thoughts 
High on the plumes of contemplation soar'd. 
He, from the lofty Babylonian fane. 
With leam'd Chaldeans trac'd the heav'nly sphere; 
There nmnber'd o'er the vivid fires which gleam 
Oh night's bespangled bosom. Nor unheard 
Were Indian sages from sequcster'd'bow'rs. 
While on the banks of Ganges they disdos'd 
The pow'rs of nature, whether in the woods. 
The fruitful glebe, or flow'r, the healmg plant» 
The limpid waters, or the ambient air. 
Or in the purer element of fire. 
The realm of old Sesostris next Ije view'd, 
Mysterions Egypt, with her hidden rites 
Of Isas and Osiris. Last he sought 
Th* Ionian Greeks, from Athens spmng; nor pass'd 
Miletus by, which once in rapture heard 
The tongue of Thalcs ; nor Priene's walls. 
Where wisdom dwelt with Bias; nor the seat 
Of Pittacus, rever'd on Lesbian shores. 

Til* enli^ten'd youth to Susa now retnm'd,' 
Place of his birth. His merit soon was dear 
To Hyperanthes. It was now the time 
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Hutt diMontent and marmnr on the banks 

Of Nile were loud and tfareaf ning. C^embea tbere 

Hie only faitfaflil «tood, a potent lord. 

Whom Xerxes held by fHromia'd napCial-tiefl 

With bla own blood. To this iEgyptiao prince 

Bright Ariana was the destin'd flpooso, 

IVom the same bed with Hyperantfaes born. 

Among her goards wa&Teribasos nakn'd 

By that fond brother, tender of her weal. 

Th* iE^ptian boaodaries they gain. They bear 
Of innrrecdon, of the Phariau tribes 
In arms, and Ohembes in the tumult slain. 
They pitch their tents, at midnight are assailM, 
Sarpris'd, their leaders massacred, die slaves 
Of Ariana captives borne away. 
If er own pavilion Ibrc'd, her penon seized 
By ruffian liands; when timely, to redeem 
Her and th' invaded camp from fbrther spoil* 
Flies Terilmos with a rally'd band, 
Swift on her chariot seats the royal f^. 
Nor waits the dawn. Of all her menial train 
None but three female slaves are left. Her goide. 
Her comforter and guardian, iate provides 
In him, distingoisli'd by bis worth alone, 
Ko prince, nor satrap, now the single chief 
Of her surviving guard. Of regal birth. 
But with excelling graces in her soul. 
Unlike an eastern princess, she inclines 
To his consoling, his instructive, tongne 
An humbled ear. Amid the converse sweet. 
Her charms, her mind, her virtues, he explores. 
Admiring. Soon his admiration chang'd 
To love ; nor loves be sooner than despairs. 
IVora morn to ev'n her passing wheels he goards 
Back to Euphrates. Often, as she mounts 
Or quits the car, bis arm her weight sustains 
Willi trembling pleasure. His assiduous hand 
From purest fountains wafts the living flood. 
Nor seldom, by the fair one's soft command 
Would he repose him, at her feet reclined ; 
While o'er liis lips her lovely forehead bow'd. 
Won by his gratelhl eloquence, which soothHl 
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'Widi sweet variety the tedkMS march, 

Bcgoiling time. He too woald then forget 

1 ii» pains awhile, in raptnres vaiu entranced ; 

l>elosion all, the fleeting rays of joy. 

Soon overcaflt by more intense despair. 

IJke wintry cloods, which, op'ning for a time, 

^Tinge their black folds with gleams of scatter'U light. 

Then, swiftly closing, on the Ihtow of mom 

Condense their horrors, and in thickest gloom 

The mddy beanty veil. They now approach 

llic tow*r of Belns. Hyperanthes leads 

llirongb Bal^lon an army to chastize 

The crime of iEgypt. Teribazns here 

Parts ttom his princess, marches bright in steel 

Beneath his patron's bauner, gathers paluu 

On conqner'd 1^'ile. To Sasa he returns^ 

To Ariana's residence, and bears 

Deep in Ids heart th' immedicable wound. 

But nnreveai'd and silent was his pain ; 

Nor yet in solitary shades he roam'd, 

Kor shun'd resort: bat o% his sorrows cast 

A sickly dawn of gladness, and in smiles 

ConceaFd his aogiush ; while the secret flame 

Raifd in his bosom, and its peace consam'd. 

His sool still brooding o'er these mournful thoughts 

' Can I, O Wisdom, find relief in thee. 
Who dost approve my passion? From tlie mares 
Of beauty only thou wooldst guard my heart. 
But here thyself art charm'd ; where softness, grace* 
And eVry virtue, dignify desure. 
Yet thus to love, despairing to possess. 
Of all the torments, by relentless fate 
On life inflicted, is the most severe 
Do I not fieel thy warnings in my breast. 
That flight alone can save me ? I will go 
Back to the learn'd Chalda^ans, on the banks 
Of Ganges seek the sages; where to heav'n 
With thee my elevated soul shall tow'r. 
O wretched Teribazus I all conspires 
Agaiust thy peace. Our mighty lord prepares 
To overwhehn the Grecians. Ev'ry yoath ' 
Ii CHird to wai- ; and T, who ktely poised 
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With no inglorioos vm the soldier's Isnce, 
Who near the dde of Hyperanthes fought, 
Miut join the diroi^;. How therefore can I fly 
From Ariana, who with AsU't qneens 
The splendid camp of Xerxes must adorn f 
Then be it so. Again I will adore 
Her gentle virtaefl. Her delightful v<^ee. 
Her gracious sweetnen, shall again difiiiae 
Reasttess magic through my ravidi'd heart; 
Till passion, thus with double rage infiamfdy 
Swells to distraction in my tortnr'd breast : 
Then....bnt in vain tiuroa^ daricness do I search 
My fate..„Despair and fortune be my guides I* 
The day arriv'd when Xoxes first advattc*d 
His arms firom Susa's gates. The Persian duaes. 
So were accustom'd all the eastern fair. 
In snmptnoos cars accompany'd his march ; 
A beauteous train, by Ariana grac'd. 
Her Teribazns follows, on her wheels 
Attends and pines. Snch woes oppress die youtii. 
Oppress, but not enervate. FVom the van 
He in this second conflict had withstood 
The threafning frown of adamantine Mars ; 
He shigly, while his bravest friends recoil'd. 
His manly temples no tiara bonud. 
The slender lance of Asia he disdain'd. 
And her light target Eminent he towVd 
In Grecian arms the wonder of his foes ; 
Among ih' looians were his strenuous limbs 
Tnua'd in the gymnic school. A fhlgent casque 
£nclos!d his head. Before his face and diest, ^ 
Down to the jknees, an ample shield was spread. 
A pondVous spear he shook. The well-aim'd point 
Sont two Phliasians to the realms of deaiQi, 
With four Tegaeans; whose indignant chief. 
Brave Hegesander, vengeance breath'd in vain. 
With streaming wounds repuls'd. Thus far, nanutchM, 
His armprevaird; when Hyperanthes calPd 
From fight his faindng legions. Now each band 
Their languid courage reinforc'd by rest. 
Meantime with Teribazns thus conferred 
Th' applauding prince....' Thou mnch deserving yonUv 
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Had I w en t y warriors in the dang'roaa vm 
Like thee maiotain'd th« oniet, Greece had wept 
Her prostrate ranks. The weary'd flght awhile * 
I now relax, till Abradates strong, 
Orontes and MazaenSi are advanc'd« 
Th^n to the conflict will I give no pause. 
If not by prowess, yet by endless toil 
Successive nombers shall exhanst the (be.* 

He said. ImmersM in sadness, scarce repl/d. 
But to himself complain'd, the amorous yoath. 

* Still do I langniah, monmiDg o'er the fame 
My arm acquires. Tormented heart! thou seat 
Of constant sorrow, what decdtftil smiles 
Yet canst thou borrow from unreal hope 
To flatter life? At Ariana's feet 
What if with supplicating knees I bow. 
Implore her pity, and reveal my love. 
Wretch I canst thou climb to yon refhlgent orb. 
And share the splendours which irradiate heav'n t 
Do6t thou aspire to that exalted maid. 
Great Xerxes' sister, rivalling the claim 
Of Aaa's proudest potentates and kings? 
UnlesB within her-bosom I inspir'd 
A passion fervent as my own, nay more. 
Such as, dispelling ev'ry virg^ fear, 
Might, unrestrain'd, disclose its fond desire. 
My love is hopeless; and her willing hand. 
Should die bestow it, draws fk^m Asia's lord 
On both perdition.* By despair benamVd, 
His limtM their action lose. A wish for death 
O'ercasts and chilis his soul. When sadden cries 
From Ariaumes rouse his drooping pow'rs. 
Alike in manners, they, of equal age. 
Were friends, and partners in the glorious toil 
Of war. Together they victorious chas'd 
Ttie bleeding sons of Nile, when Egypt's pride 
Before the sword of Hyperanthes fell. 
That lov'd companion Teribazus views 
By all abandoned, in his gore outstretch'd. 
The victor's spoil. Ilis languid spirit starts ; 
He rushes anloit from tlie Persian line; 
The wounded warrior in his strong embrace 
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He bean nny. By indigaadoa atong, 

neree from the Grecians, DiopbantDs aeads- 

A load defiance. Teribazos leaves 

His rescn*d friend. His massy shidd he rears ; 

High brandisliing his fwmidable spear ^ 

He tnms intrepid on th* approaching foe. 

Amaxement fc^ows. On he strides, and abakea 

Hie plumed honoors of his shining crest. 

Th' iU-:fated Greek awaits th' oneqnal fight ; 

Fierc'd in the thro^ with aoondiug arms he fidlfl. 

Throngh ev'ry file the Mautineans moom. 

Long on the dain the victor fi]f d his sight 

With these reflections....* By thy splendid arms 

Thoa art a Greek of no ignoble rank. 

From thy ill fortune I perhaps derive 

A more conspicuoas lustre. What if heaven 

Should add new victims, such as thou, to grace ' 

My undeserving handt Who knqws but she 

Might smile upon my trophies? Oh ! vain thoog^! 

1 see the ptlde of Ada's monarch swell 

With vengeance, fatal to her beauteous head. 

Disperse, ye phantom hopes I Too long, torn heart;. 

Hast thou with grief contended.. Lo I I plant 

My foot this moment on tlie verge of deitth,. 

By fame invited, by despair impellM, 

To pass th' irremeable bound. No more 

Shall Teribazus backward turn his step. 

But here conclude his doom. Then cease to heave. 

Thou troubled bosom ; ev'ry thought be calm 

Now at th' approach of everlasting peace.' 

He ended ; when a mighty ibe drew nigii, 
Kot leas than Bithyrambns. Ere they joiu'd 
The Perrian warrior to the Greek begah.... 

' Art thou th' unconquerable chief, who mow'd 
Our battle dowJi ? That eagle on diy shield 
Too well proclaims thee. To attempt thy force 
I rashly purpos'd. That my single arm 
Thou delgn'st to meet, accept my thanks, and know 
The thought of conquest less employs my soul 
Tlian admiration of thy glorious deeds. 
And that by thee T cannot fall disgrac'd.' 

He ceas'd^ These words tlie Tlicspiin youth r^torii'd. 
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*^ Of all the praises from tby'gen'roas moalb« 
The only portion my desert may claim 
Is this my bold adventare, to confront 
Thee, yet nnmalcb'd. What Grecian hath not markM 
Thy flaming steel? From Asia's boandleas camp 
Not one bath eqnall'd thy victorions might. 
But whence thy armoar of the Grecian fonn ? 
Whence thy tall epear, thy helmet t Whence the wei^ 
Of that strrnig shield 1 Unlike thy ea&tcra Mends, 
O if thoa be'st smne ftagitive, who, lost 
To liberty and virtue, art beccone 
A tyrant's vile stipendiary, that arm, 
That valour, thus trlaraphant, I deplore. 
Which, after all thdr eflRMrts-and success. 
Deserve no honour from the gods or men/ 

Here Teribazns in a s%h rejoin'd.... 
* I am to Greece a stranger, am a wretch 
To thee unknown, who eoorls this hour to die. 
Yet DOt ignobly, but in death to raise 
My name from darkness, while I end my woes/ 

The Grecian then....' I view thee, and I mourn. 
A dignity, which virtue only bean. 
Firm resolution, seated on thy brow. 
Though grief hath diram'd lliy drooping eye, demand - 
My veneration : and, whatever be 
The malice of thy fortune, what the cares - 
Infesting thus thy quiet, they create 
Within my breast tiie pity of a friend. 
V.liy then, constraioing my rclnctant Itand 
To act against tliee, will thy might snp()orr 
Tb' unjust ambition of raaiignaut kiugHf 
The foes to virtue, liberty; and peace 1 ■ 
Yet, free from rage or enmit^j I lift 
My adverse weapon. Victory I ask. 
Thy life may fate for happier days reserve.' 

This said, ttieir beaming lances they protend, 
Of hostile hate or fury both devoid, 
As on the Isthmian or Ofymfac sands 
For fame alone contending. Either hosC, 
Pols'*! on their arms, in alent wonder gaz'd. 
The figlit commences. Soon the Grecian spear, 
Whidi,allthe duy in constant battle worn. 
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UnnuinbcrVl shields and oMmlets bad tramfix''<f» 
Against ihe Persian bockler, sbiv'ring, breaks, 
lu mastci-'B haml disarming. Then began 
llie sense of h<moar and Uie dread of shame. 
To swell in Dithyrarobas. Undismaj-'d, 
lie grappled with his foe, and instant sfiz'd 
His thrcat'ning spear, before th' nplifled arm 
CoQid execnte the meditated wound. 
The weapon barst between thek stroi^liDg grasp. 
Ihtir hold they loosen, bare tlieur shining sword& 
With equal swiftness to defend or cliarge. 
Each active youth advances and recedes. 
On eveiy side they^versc. N6w direct. 
Obliquely now, the wheeling blades descend. 
Still is the conflict dubious; when the Greeks 
Diaembling, points his falchion to the groundy 
His arm depressing, as o'ercome by toil ; 
While with his buckler cautions he repels 
T^e blows, repeated by his active foe. 
Greece trembles for her hero. Joy pervades 
The ranks of Asia; Hyperanthes strides - 
Before the line, preparing to receive 
His friend Jtriumphant; while the wary Greek 
Calm aiid defensive bears th' assault. At last* 
As by Ui' incautious ftiry of his strokes. 
The Persian swTMig his covVing shield aside; 
The fatal moment Ditbyrambas seiz'd. 
Light darting forward, with bis feet outstrctch'd. 
Between th' ungnaided ribs he plung'd his steel. 
Affection, gd.^f, and terror, wing the spr ed 
" Of Hyperautlies. . From his bleeding foe 
The Greek retires, not distant, and awaita 
The Persian pi-ince. But he, with wat'ry cheeks. 
In speechleas anguisli clasps his dyii^ friend ; 
From whose cold lip, with interrui»d phrase. 
These accer.ts break../ O dearest, best of men I 
Ten thousand thoughts of gratitude and love 
Are stiTJggling in my heart.... O'erpow'ring fot« 
Denios my voice the utfrance....O my ftieudl 

IlypcrauthesI Hear my tongue unfold 

What, had I livM, thou never shouMst have known. 

1 loVd Uiy sistur^ With despair I lov'd! 
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Solicitiiig this honoarable doom, 
Without regret, in Persia i si|^ and thine, 
I fail.' Th' inexorable hand of fate 
Weiglis down his eyelids, an<l the gloom of death 
His fleeing light eternally o'ershades. 
Him on Choaspes o'er the blooming verge 
A frantic mother shall bewail; shall strew 
Her silver tresses in the crystal wave ; 
While all the shores reecho to tlie name 
Of Teribai&us lost. Th' afflicted prince, 
Couteinpiaticg in tears the pallid corse. 
Vents in tliese words the bitterness of grief. 

* Oh Teribazns I Oh my friend ! whose Ion 
I will deplore for ever. Oh what pow'r. 
By me, by tiiee offended, cios'd thy breast 
To Hyperanthes, in di£tru8t nukind ! - 

She shoald, she mnst have lov'd thee I Now no more 
Thy placid virtaes, thy instructive toDgne, 
Shall drop their sweetness on my secret hours. 
£nt in complaints doth friendship waste the time, 
Which to immediate vengeance should be giv'nf 

He ended, ruahirg fnrions on the Greek; 
Who, 'while his gallant enemy expu''d, 
WhiK- llyperanthfs tenderly receiv'd 
Tl>e Ia.':t embraces of his gasping friend, 
Stood nigh, recliu'd iu sadness on his shield. 
And in the pride of victory repin'd. 
Umnark'd, his foe approach'd. But forward sprung 
Diomcdon. Before the Thespian youth 
Aloft he raisVI his taige, and loudly thus.... 

* Hold thee, Barbarian, from a life more worth 
Than thou and Xerxes, with bis host of slaves.' ~ 

His words he seconds with his rapid lance. 
Soon a treiixcudous conflict liad ensu'd ; 
Bat Intaphernes, Mindus, and a crowd 
Of Persian lords, advancing, fill the space 
Betwixt th' encount'rir.g chiefs. In mutual wrath. 
With fruitless efforts, they attempt the tight. 
So rage two bulls along tli' opposing banks 
Of some deep flood, which parts the fruitful mead. 
Defiance thunders from their aiigry mouths 
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In vain ; in vain the fiurow'd 8od tiiqr read ; 
Wide roUs the streain, and iutorcept* the vrar. 

A% by malignant fortnue» if a drop 
Of moistare mingles vrith a baming mass 
or liquid metal, instant sItoVrs of death 
On evVy side th' exploding fluid spreads; 
So disappointment irritates the flame 
Of fierce Plataea's chief, whose vengoince bmnats- 
In -wide destruction. Embas, Dancos, fall ; 
AraacQs, Ochns, Mendes, Aitias, die; 
And ten most hanly of th' immortal guard; 
To shivers breaking on the Gredan sliield 
Their gold embeliish'd weapons, raise a moond 
O'er thy pale body, Oh in prime destroy'd. 
Of Asia's garden once tlie fairest plant, 
Fall'n Teribaans! Thy distracted friend 
From tliis tliy tenporary tomb is dragg'd 
By forcefhl «eal of satraps to the shore ; 
yrhere then the brave Abrocomes arranged 
The saccoors new, by Abradates brought, 
Orontes and Mazaeiis. Turning swift, 
Abrocomes informM his brother thus.... 

* Strong reinforcement from ti»* immortal guard 
Pandates bold to Intaphemes leads, 
In charge to harass, by perpetual toil. 
Those Grecians next the mountain. Thou unite 
To me thy valour. Here the hostile ranks 
Le^ stable seem. Our joint iaipreadon try ; 
Let all the weight of battle here impend. 
House, Hyperanlhes ! Give regret to winds. 
Who hath not lost a friend this direful day? 
Let not our private cares assist the Greeks, 
Too strong already, or let sorrow act : 
Mourn and rcvonge.' These animating words 
Send Hyperanthes to the foremost line. 
His vengeful ardour leads. The battle joins. 

Who atemm'd this tide of onset? W'ho imbrnU 
His shining spear the first in Persian bloodi 
Eupalamus. Ariembares he slew. 
With Derdas fierce, whom Caucasus had rear'd 
On his tempestuous brow, the sava^ sons 
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'Of violence and rapine. Bat their do<Hn 

Hres Hyperantlies, whose vindictive blade 

Arrests the victor in his baaghty courw. 

Beneath the strong Abroccraes o'erwlielm'd, * 

lieJissas swells tlte number of tlie dead. 

None could Mycenae boaat of prouder birth 

Than yoong Melissos, who in silver mail 

The line eiubellish'd. He in Cirrha*s mead, 

Where hi|^ Parnassus from his dooble top 

O^eraiiades the Pythian games, the envy'd prize 

Of fame obtained. Low sinlLS hb hinrell'd head 

In death's cold nif^t, and horrid gore deforms 

The graceful hair. Impatient to revenge, 

Aristobnlos strides before the van. 

A storm of fury darkens all bis brow. 

Aroond he roils his gloomy eye. For death 

Is Alyattes mark'd, of regal blood, 

Deriv'd from Crcesus, opce imperial lord 

Of nations. Him the nympbs of Halys wept, 

VThea, with delusive oracles beguU'd 

By Delphi's god, he pass'd their fatal waves 

A mighty empire to dissolve : nor knew 

Tb' iU-destin'd prince that envious fortune watch'd 

That direfiil moment, tram his hand to wrest 

The sceptre of his fathers. In the shade 

Of hnmble life his race on Tmolus' brow 

Lay hid, till, rons'd to battle, on this field > 

Sinks Alyattes, and a royal breed 

In him eiuinct for ever. Lycis dies. 

For boisf tons war ill chosen. He was skili'd 

To tune the lulling flute and melt the hevrt. 

Or with his pipe's awak'ning strain allure 

The lovely dames of Lydia to the dance. 

They on the verdant level graoeftil mov'd 

In vary'd measures; while the cooling breew*. 

Beneath their swellmg gam^enta wanton'd o'er 

Their snowy breasts, and smooth Caysler's stream. 

Soft-gliding, munnur'd by. The hosdle blade 

Draws forth bis entrails. Prone he fUls. Kot lon^ 

The victor triumphs. From the prostrate coise 

Of Lycis, while, insulting, he extracts 

The reeking weapon, Hyperanthei^ steel 
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Invades his knee, and cots the sinewy cords. 

The Mycenaeans with opUfted shields, 

Corinthians and Phliasians, close around 

The wounded chieftain. In redonbled rage 

The contest glows. Abrocomes incites 

Each noble Per^an. Each his voice obeys. 

Here Abradates, there MaKsens press, 

Orontes and Hydames. None retire 

From toil or peril. Urg'd on ev'ry dde, 

Mycenae's band to fortune leave their chief. 

Despairing, raging, destitute, he stands, 

Propt on his spear. His wound forUds threat. 

None, but his brother Enmenes, abides 

The dhre extremity. His studded orb 

Is held defensive. On his arm the sword 

Of Hyperanthes rapidly descends. 

Down drops the buckler, and tlie severed hand 

Resigns its hold. The unprotected pan: 

By Ada's hero to the ground are swept; 

As to a reaper crimson poppies lowV 

Hicir heads hunriant on the yellow plain. 

From both their breasts the vital corr^nts flow. 

And mix their streams. Elate, the Persians pour 

Their numbers, deepening on the foe, dismay'd.. 

The Greeks their station palnftaUy maintain'. 

This Anaxander saw, whose Mthless tongue 

His colleague Leontiades bespake.... 

* The hour is come to serve our Persian Maids. 
Behold, the Greeks are jn-eas'd. Let Thebes retire, ' 
A bloodless conquest yielding to the king.' 

This said, he drew the Thebans fh>m their poet, 
Not with unpunish'd treachery. The lance 
Of Abradates gor*d their foul retreat; 
Nor knew the Asian chief lliat Asia's friend 
Before him bled. Meanthne, aa mighty Jove, 
Or he more ancient on the throne of heav*n. 
When from the womb of Chaos dark the world 
Emerg'd to birft, whene'er he view'd the jar 
Of atoms jret discordant and nnform'd. 
Confusion thence with pow'rftil voice dispeH'd^ 
Till light and order universal rdgn'df 
So fromthe hill LeontdBS snrvey'd 
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The various war. He saw tlie Theban root ; 

That Corinth, PiiUiu, and Mycenae, looked 

Affrighted backwanl. Inatantly his charge 

"is borne by Marou, wliom obeiJieooe wiijgs»> 

Precifntating down the sacred cave. 

That Sparta's ranks, advancing, siKMiid repair 

Tlie disunited phaianx« Ere tiiey move 

Dieneces inspires Uiem^.^' Fame, my fHendSr 

Calln forth yuur vuloor in a signal hoar. 

For yon Uiis ^orioos crisis she reserv'dy 

Xaconia's splendoor to assert. Toong man. 

Sod of Megistias, follow.' lie condocts 

Th' experienced troop. They lock their shields, andf 

wcdg^ 
In dense arraogfexneht, repooen the void 
X«lt by the faithless Ihebaus, and repulse 
Tt* exalting Persians. When, with effiirts vain, 
Theae oft renevr'd the contest, and reooil'd 
As oft, confounded with duninisl^d ranks, 
Lol Ilypenuitheablosh'drrepeatiJiglate 
Hie words of ArtemisLu../ Leam,0 cbieft. 
The only means of glory and success. 
Unlike the otiiers, whom we newly chased, 
Theae are a band selected from the Greeks, 
Perhaps the Spartans, whom we often hear 
By I>emHratas praised. To break their line 
In vain we straggle, nnarray'd and lax. 
Deprived of anion. Do not we preside 
O'er Asia's arniit«, and oar courage boasfr 
Our martial art above the vulgar herd? 
lift ns, ye chiefs, attempt in order'd ranks 
To form a troop, and emulate the foe.' 

They wait not dubious. On the Malian shore , 
In gloomy depth a column soon is form'd 
Of all the nobles; AtNradates strong, 
Orontes bold, Mazaeus, and the mig^t 
Of brave Abrocomes, with each who bore 
The highest honours, and excelled in ama; 
Themselves the lords of nations, who before 
The tlirone of Xerxes tributary bow'd. 
To these succeed a chosen number, drawn 
i'lom Asia's legions, vanntefl most in fight ; . 
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Who from tfadr king perpetnal stipends i 
WbOy stadon'd ronmi the provitices, by force 
His tyranny Ofrfiold. In ev'ry part 
la Hyperanthea active, ardent, seen 
Throughoat the huge battalion. He adJBsts 
Their eqnal rangp, dien, cimti<ws, lest on tavdh 
Their aDaoontomM wder ahoold relax, 
Fkill in the centre of the foremost rank 
Orontcs plants, committing to his hand 
Th' imperial standard ; whose expanded folds 
Olow'd in the air, presenting to the son 
Tlie richest dye of Tyre. The royal bird 
Amid the gorgeons tincture shone express'd 
In high-embroider'd gold. The wary prince 
On this conspicnoos, lea<ling, sign of war. 
Commands each satrap, posted in the van, ' 

To fix bis eye regardfol, to direct 
By this alone his even pace and slow, 
Ketiring, or advancing. So the star. 
Chief of the spangles on that fimcy'd bear. 
Once an Idiean nymph, and nnrse of Jove, 
Bright Cynosura, to the Bor^l pole 
Attracts the sailor^ eye, when distance hides 
The headland signals, and her gniding ray, 
New-ris'n, she throws. The hero next appoints 
Tliat ev'ry warrior through tlie lengthening fiies^ 
•Observing none b«t thoe^ before him plac'd. 
Shall watch their motions, and their steps pnrsae. 
Nor is th' important thicket next the pass 
Forgot. Two thousand of tti*.immortal gnarrl 
That station sclie. His orders all perform'd. 
Close by the standard he assames bis post. 
Intrepid, thence be animates bis friends.... 

* Heroic chieftains, whose unconqnerM force 
Rebellions Egypt and the Libyan felt. 
Think what the splendour of your former deeds 
From yon exacts. Remember, from the groat 
Illustrions actions are a debt to fame. 
No middle path remains for them to tread. 
Whom sbe hath once ennobled. Lo ! tfiis day 
By trophies new will signalize yonr names. 
Or in dishonour will for ever ckmd.* 
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He mid, and ▼ig'roiM all to fight proceed. 
Asy viiien tempefltnoas Earns ttems the weight 
Of western Neptone, atnugUng throogh the straits 
Which bonnd Alcides^ labours, here ttie storm 
With rapid wing revorberates the tide ; 
Theite the contending sarge, with ftirrvw'd tops. 
To mmintauas swells, and, whelming o^er the beach 
On dther coast, impek the hoary foam 
On Manritanian and Iberian strands : 
Soch is the dreadftil onset Penia Iceeps 
Her foremost ranks onbroken, which are fiUM 
By chosen warriors; while the nam'roas crowd* 
ThoQgh still promiscuons pouring from behuid. 
Give weight and pressure to th' embattled chieft. 
Despising danger. like the mural strength 
Of some prood dty, bulwark'd round, and arm'd 
With rising tow'rs, to guard her wealthy stores. 
Immovable, impenetrable, stood 
Laconia's fenyd phalanx. In their face 
Grim tyranny her threat* ning fetters shakes, 
lied havock grinds, insatiable, his jaws. 
Greece is behind, intrusting to their swords 
Her laws, her freedom, and the sacred urns 
Of their forefathers. Present now to thought 
Their altars rise, tlie mansions of tlieir birth. 
Whatever they honour, venerate, and love. 

Bright in the Persian van th' exalted lance 
Of Hyperanthes flam'd. B^de him press'd 
Abrocomes, Hydarnes, and the bulk 
Of Abradatos, terrible in war. 
Firm, as a Memphian pyramid, was seen 
Dieneces; while Agis, close in rank 
With Menalippus, and the added strength 
Of dauntless Maron, their connected shields 
Upheld. Each unrelaiL'd array maintains 
The conflict undecided ; nor could Greece 
Repel the adverse numbers, nor the weight 
Of Asia's band select remove the Greeks. 

Swift from Laconia's king, perceiving soon 
The Persian's new arrangement, M edon flew. 
Who thus the staid Dieneces address'd.... 

< Leonidas commands the Spartan ranks 

n 8 
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To measure back some paoee. Sooo he deems. 

The nnexpcriejic'd foes in wild pnrsait 

Will break their order. Then the char^ renewJ^ 

This heard, the agnal of retreat is giv'n. 
The Spartans seem to yield. The Persians stop. 
Astonishment restrains them, and the doubt 
Of anexpectcd victory. Their skHh 
Abrocomes awakens..^* By the son. 
They fly before as. My victorioas fHends, 
Bo yoo delay to enter Greece t Away ! 
Rash on intrefHdl I already hear 
Oor horse, our chariots, thnndVing on her plains, 
I see her temples wrapt in Persian fires.' 

He spake. In harry'd violence they roll 
Tumultooas forward. All in headlong pace 
Disjoin their order, and the line dissolve. 
This when the sagft Dieneces descries. 
The Spartans halt, retnrning to the chai^ 
With sadden vigoar. In a moment, pierced 
By his resistless steel, Orontes falls. 
And qoits th* imperial banner. Tins the chief 
In triomph waves. The Spartans press the foe. 
Close-wedg'd and sqpiare, in dow, progressive pace. 
O'er heaps of mangled carcasses and arms, 
Invincible they tread. Composing flutes 
Each thought, each motion, harmonize. No mge 
Untunes their souls. The phalanx yet more deep 
Of Medon follows; while the lighter bands 
Glide by the flanks, and reach the broken foo. 
Amid their flight what vengeance from the arm 
Of Alliens falls t 0*er all in swift pursnit 
Was he renownM. His active feet had matdi'd 
Hie son of Peleos in the dusty coarse ; 
Bat now the wrongs, the long-rememberM wrongs 
Of Folydorus animate his strength 
With tenfold vigoar. like th' empurpled moon. 
When in eclipse her silver disk hath lost 
The wonted light, his buckler^ polish'd £m» 
Ts now obscured ; the fignr'd bosses drop 
In crimson, spouting from his deathfnl strokes. 
As when, with horror wiiig'd, a whirlwind reoda 
A ehatler'd navy from the ocean cast. 
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£nonnoas fragments hide the level be idi ; 
Such as dejected Persia late beheld 
On Theasaly's unnavigable strand : 
Thos o'er the champaign satraps lay bestrewn 
By Alpheas, persevering in porsuU 
Beyond the pose. Mot Phcebos conld inflict 
On l^iob^ more vengeance when, incensVl 
By her maternal arrogance, vrtiidi scorn'd 
Latona's race, he twang'd his ireftil bow, 
And one by one, from yooth and beauty, hiul'd 
Her s<ms to Plato ; nor severer pangs 
That mother felt than pierced die gen'rons sool 
Of Hyperanthes, while his noblest friends 
On ev'ry side lay gasptng. With despair 
He still contends. Th' immortals, from their stand 
Behind th' entangling thicket nest the pass,- 
Hb signal rouses. Ere they clear their way, 
Well-caotion*d Medon from the close defile 
Two thousand Locrians poors. An aspect new 
The fight assoroes. Through unplicated shrubs ' 
Confusion waves each banner. Falchions, spears, 
And shields, are all encombei-'d; till the Greeks 
Had forced a passage to the yielding foe. 
Then Medon's arm is felt. The dreadfid boar. 
Wide-wasting once the Calydonian fields, 
In fury breaking firom his gloomy lair, 
• Ran^d with less faavock dumigh ongoarded folds 
Than Medon, sweeping down the t^itt*ring files. 
So vainly styi'd immortal. FVom the cliff 
Divine Melissa and Laeonia's long 
Enjoy the glories of Oilens' son. 
Fierce Alphens too, retaming from his chase. 
Joins in the slaughter. Ev'ry Persian falls. 

To him the Locrian chief....' Brave Spartan, thanks. 
Throngh diee my purpose is accomplish'd fhll. 
My piialanx here with levellM rows of spears 
Shall guard the shelter'd boshes. Como what may 
From Atiia's camp, th' assailant, flank'd and driv'u 
Down yonder slope, shall perish. Gods of Greece, 
You shall behold your fanes prottisely deck'd 
In splendid ofTrings firom Barbarian spoils, 
Won by your fhw^born sapplicants this day.' 
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TUs said, he formi his ranks. Tlieir threaening poiols 
Gleam throagh the thicket, whence the shiv'ring foes 
Avert their sight, like paasengers disDUi3r'd, 
Who on theur conrte by Nile's portentoos batiks 
Descry, in ambosli of perfidious reeds, 
'ihe crocodile's fell teeth. Contlgaoiis lay 
Thermopylae. Dieneces secor'd 
The narrow mouth. Two lines the Spartans ^cwM: 
One tow'rds the plain observ'd the Perriau caxup; 
One, led by Agis, fiic'd the interior pass. 

Mot yetdiscoorag'd, Hyperanthes strives 
The scatter'd host to rally. He exhorts. 
Entreats; at length, indignant, tfius exclaims.... 

* DegenVate Pereians I to sepnldiral dost 
CoaM breath return, your fathers from the tomb 
Would utter groans. Inglorious,- do ye leave 
Behind yoQ Persia's standard to adoni 
Some Grecian temple? Can your splendid cars. 
Voluptuous couches, and delicious boards. 
Your gold, your gems, ye satraps, be preaer\''d 
By cowardice and flight? The eunuch slave 
Will scorn such lords, your women loath your beds.' 

Few hear him, fewer follow ; wliile the fight 
His unabating courage oft renews. 
As oft repnls'd with danger; till, by all 
Deserted, mixing in the gen'ral rout, 
He yields to fortune, and regains the camp. 
Jq short advances, thus the dying tide 
Beats for a while against the shelving strand. 
Still by degrees retiring, and at last 
Within the bosom of the main subades. 

Though Hyperanthes firom the fi^t was driv'n ; 
Close to the mountain, whose indented side 
There gave the widen'd pass an ample space 
For numbers to embattle, still his post 
Bold Intaphernes, underneath a cliff. 
Against the firm Plataean line maintained. 
On him lool^d down Leonidas, like Death, 
When, fVom his iron cavern calPd by Jove, 
He stands gigantic <m a mountain's head ; 
Whence he commands th' affrighted eailh to c|nake. 
And, crags and forests in his direftil grasp 
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Hi^i-wielding, dariies on a town below, 

Whose deeds of black impiety provoke 

The long-endnring Gods. Aroond the verge 

Of Oeta, curving to a crescent's Aape, 

■Hie marUes, timbers, frs«ment», lay ainaa^d. 

The Hek)to, peasants, mariners, attend 

In orderuigh Leonidas. They watch 

His look. He gives the signal. Rous'd at once. 

The force, the skill, activity, and zeal, 

OfthoasandsarecombiQ'd. Down rash the piles. 

Trees roll'd on trees, with mingled rock descend, 

Unintennitted ruin. Load resound 

The hollow trunks against the mountain s side. 

Swift bounds each craggy mass. The foes below 

Look up aghast, in horror 8hrink,'and die. 

Whole troops, o'erwheUn'd beneath th' enormous load, 

Ue hid and lost, as never they had known 

A name or being. Intaphcmes, clad 

In regal splendour, progeny of kings, 

■Who ml'd Damascus, and the Syrian plains. 

Here slept for ever. Thousands of his train 

In that broad space the ruius had not reach d. 

Back to the camp a passage they attempt 

Through Lacedaemon's line. Them Agis stopt. 

Before his pow'rftil arm Pandates feU, 

So«arme8,Tachos. Menalippusdy'd 

Hb youthful steel in blood. The miglitier spear 

Of Maronpierc'd battalions, and enlarg'd 

n« track of slaugiiter. Backward turn d therout. 

Nor found a nulder fate. Th' anwary*d swords 

Of Dithyrambus and Diortiedon, 

Who from the hill are wheeling on their flank, 

StiU flash tremendous. To the shore they fly, 

At once enveloped by successive bands 

Of different Grecians. From the gnlph profound 

Perdition here inevitable flrowns, 

WhUe there, encircled by a grove of spears. 

They stand devoted hecatombs to Mars. 

Now not a moment's interval delays 

Their gerfral doom ; bat down the M^ steep 

Prone are they hurry'd to th* expanded arms 

Of horror, rising firom the oozy deep. 



158 LEONIDAS. 

And grasping all dkelr iminbers as tiicy fall. 

Tbe dire confusion like a storm invades 

The chafing sni^. Whole troops Bellona roils 

In one vast ruin from the cra^^ rid^ . 

O'er all their arms, their ensigns, deep^ingnlph'd, 

With iildeotts roar the waves for ever close. 
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BOOK JX. 



Night coming on,th£ Greciang retire to their taitt. 
A gttard is placed on the Phocian wall, under 
the command qf Agis, He admits into tfie camp 
a Ittdyt accompanied by a single slave, and con- 
ducts them to Leonidas; when she discovers h<r- 
ac{fto be Ariana, sister tff Xerxes and Hjfperan- 
theSf and sues for the body of Teribazus ; which 
being found among the slain, she kills herself 
upon it. The slave, who attended her, proves to 
be Polydorus, brother to Alpheus and Mann, 
and who had been formerly carried into capti- 
vity by a Phoenician pirate. He relates, before 
an assembly qf the chiefs, a message from De- 
maratus to the Spartans, which discloses the 
treachery of the Thebans, and of Epialtes the 
Malian, who had undertaken to lead part qfthe 
Persian army through a pass among the moun- 
tains qf Oeta, This infttrmation throws the 
council into a great tumult, which is pacified by 
Leonidas, who sejuls. Alpheus to observe the mo- 
tions of these Persians, and Dieneces, with a 
party qf Lacedaemonians, to support the Phoci- 
ans, with whom the defmce of these passages in 
the hills had been intrusted. . In the mean tims 
Agis sends the bodies qf Teribtuua and Ariana 
to the camp qf Xerxes, 
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BOOK IX. 



I IT mble vestare, spangled o'er with tbn. 
The night aasam'd her throne. Reciil'd fnxn war, 
Tbeir toil protracted long, the Greeks foi|;et. 
Dissolved in silent slumber, ail bat those 
"Who watch'd th* ancertaia perils of tl^dark, 
A hnndred warriors. Agis was tiieir chief. 
High on the wall, intent, the hero sat. 
Fresh winds across the nndiilating bay 
'¥Vom Asians host the varions din conveyed 
In one deep mormnr, swelling on Uis ear; 
When, by the sound of footsteps down die pass 
Alarm'd, he calls aload....'*What feet are these 
Which beat th' echoing pavement of the rock) 
Reply, nor tempt inevitable fiite.' 

A voice reply*d....< No enemies we come. 
But crave admittance in an humble tone.' ' 

The Spartan answers....' Through the mklnig^it shade 
What purpose draws your wand'ring steps abroad? 

To whom the stranger....' We are friends to Greece. 
Through thy assistance we implore access 
To Lacedaemon*s idng.' The cautious Greek 
Still hesitates; when mnsicaliy sweet 
A tender voice his wondering ear allures. 

* O gen'rous warrior, listen to the prayV , 

Of one distressed, whom grief alone hath led 
Through midnight shades to these victorious tents ; ; 

A wretched woman, innocent of firaad.' ^ 

The chief, descending, throogh th' unfolded gates 



TJpheld a flaming torch. The light disclosed 
One first in servile garments. Near his side 
A woman graceftal and majestic stood; 
Not with an aspect rivalling tlie pow'r ^ 
Of fotal Helen, or th* ensnaring charms 
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Of love*sioft queen; but sach as far sorpaa^cT 
Whalefer the lily, blauUDg wiUi th« nne. 
Spreads on the cheek of beauty, soon to fade ; 
Such as expreas'd a mind by wisdom ru]*d. 
By sweetness temper'd ; viitue^ poreat light 
lUomining the countenance divine: 
Yet could not soften rig'ttms iaU, nor charm- 
Malignant fortune to revere the good ; 
Which oil with anguish rends a spotless heart,- 
AaA oft asBodates wisdom with despair. - 
In eottrteoQS phrase began the chief hamane.... 
* Exalted ^ir, whose form adwns the night. 
Forbear to blame the vigilance of war. 
My slow compliance to the ligld laws 
Of Mars impute. In me no longer pause 
Shall from the presence of our king withhold 
Tliis tliy apparent dignity and Wwth.' 

Here ending, he conducts her. At the call 
Of his lov'd brother, fh>m his conch arose 
Leonidas. In wonder he surveyed 
Til' illustrious virgin, whom his presence aw'd. 
Her eye submissive, to the ground declined, 
In veneration of the godlike man. 
His mien, bis voice, her anxious dread dispel. 
Benevolent and hospitable thns...< 

' Thy looks, fair stranger, amiable and great, 
A miad delineate which from all commands 
Supreme regard. Belate, thou noble dame. 
By what relentless destiny compelFd, 
Thy tender feet the paths of darkness tread ; 
Behearse th' affiictions whence thy virtue mcNims.* 

On her wan cheek a sadden hiwh arose, 
like day first dawning on the twilight pale ? 
When, wrapt in grief, these words a- passage foond... 

' If to be most unhappy, and to know 
That hope is irrecoverably fled, 
If to be great and wretched, may deserve 
Conmiiseration from the brave ; beboM, 
TIiou glorious leader of unconqneHd bands. 
Behold, descended from Darius' loins. 
Til' afflicted Ariana ; and my pray'r 
Accept with pity, nor my tears disdain. 
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Fint, that I Iov*d the best of hnman race. 
Heroic, wise, adorn'd by ev*iry art. 
Of shame mioDiucioos, doth my heart reveal. 
Ibis day, in Grecian armscODSpicooas clad, 
He foogbt, he fell. A paadon long coaccal'd. 
For me, alas! within my brodier'B arms 
His dyiog breath resigning, he diaclos^. 
Oh! I will stay my sorrows t will forbid 
My eyes to ftream before thee, and my breast, 
O'erwhelm'd by anguish, will from sighs reetraiu ! 
For why should thy humanity be grievM 
At my distress, why learn from me to mourn 
The lot of mortals, docmi'd to pain and wo ! 
Hear then, O kufig, and grant my sole request. 
To seek his body in the heaps of slain." 

Thus to the hero su'd the royal maid^ 
Resembling Ceres in majestic wo, 
"When supplicating Jove, from Stygian g^m, 
And Pluto's black embraces, to redeem 
Her lov'd and lost Proserpina. Awhile 
On Ariana fixing stedfort eyes, 
These tender thoughts Leonidas recal'd..» 

* Such are thy sorrows, O for ever dear, 
Who now at lacedsnnon dost deplore 
My everla^ing absence!' Then aside 
He tnm'd and sigh'd. Recovering, he addressed 
His brother.../ Most beneficent of men. 
Attend, assist this princes T Kight retires 
Before the purple-winged morn. A band 
Is calM. The well-remember*d spot they find 
Where Teribams from His dying hand 
Bropt in their si^t bis formidable swords 
Soon from beneath a pile of Asian dead 
They draw the hero, by his armour RnoWn. 

Then, Ariana, what transcending pangs 
Woe thine! what horrors! In thy tender breast 
Love still was mightiest. On the bosom cold 
Of Teribauis, grief-dii^racted maid. 
Thy beauteous Umbs were thrown. Thy snowy hue 
The clotted gore disfigur*d. On his wounds 
Loo0eflow'd thy hafa-, and, bubbling from thy eyes. 
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Iinpemoas sorrow hv'<i di' emparpled cl^. 

When foi th iu groaus these lameotalioiu broke^^ 
' O, torn for ever from these weeping eyes! 

Tttou, who, de^spairing to obtun a liewt 

Which tlion most lov'd thee, didst untimely yield 

Tliy life to fate's ineviiabks dart 

For her, who now in agony reveals 

Her tender passion, who repeats her vows 

To tliy ile.ir cHfj who fondly to her own 

Uuites Uiy cheek insensible and oold. 

A\m\ do tboio onoioviDg, ghastly, orbs 

Perceive my gashing sorrow I Can that heart 

At my complaint dissolve the ice of death, 

To fibare my sufferings t Never, never more 

Shall Ariana bend a list'niog ear 

To thy enchanting eloqaence, nor feast 

Her mind on wisdom from thy copious tongae! 

Oh I bitter, insarmoontafllfe distress f 
She could no more, invincible deqnir 

Suppressed all utt'rance. As a marble form, 

Hx'd on the solemn sepulchre, inclines 

The silent head, in imitated wo. 

O'er some dead hero whom his country lov'd, 

Entranc'd by anguish, o*er the breathless clay 

So hniig the princess. On the gory breach. 
Whence life had issu'd by the fatal blow. 
Mute for a space, and motionless, she gaz'd; 
When thus in accents firm. * Imperial pomp. 
Foe to my quiet, take my last farewell I 
There b a state where only virtue holds 
The rank supreme. My Teribazus there 
From his high order must descend h> mine.* 

Then, with no trembling hand, no change of lookj 
She drew a poniard, which her garment veil'd 1 
And, instant sheathing in her heart die blade. 
On her slaiu lover silent sunk iu death t 
The unexpected stroke prevents tiie care 

' Of Agis, pierc'd by horror and distress, 
like one who, standing on a stormy beach. 
Beholds a found'ring vessel by the deep 
At«nce engulph'd. Ids pity feeb and moama. 
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35epriv*d of pow'r to aave ; ao Agis view'd 

The prostrate pair. He dropt a tear, and thn?.... 

* Oh, rancli lamented I Heavy on yonr liead» 
Hath evil fall'n, virhich o'er yoor pale remains 
CoxDmands this sorrow from a stranger's eye, 
lllnstrioas minsl May the grave impart 
That peace which life deny*dl And now receive 
Tills pions ofBce from a hand nnknown.* 

He spake, nnclasping from his ebonlders broad 
His ample robe. He strew'd the waving folds 
O'er each wan visag*- ; turning tlien, addressed 
The slaye, in mote dejection standing near.... 

* Thon, who, attendant on this baplein fair. 
Hast view'd this dreadful spectacle, reinm. 
These bleeding reliqnes bear to Perria's king ; 
Thoa with four captives, whom I free fr6m bonds.* ' 

* Art thoo a Spartanf interrnpts the slave. 
•Doat thou command me to return, and pine 
In climes nnblessM by liberty or laws? 
Grant me to tee Leonidas. Alone 

Jjet him decide if, wretched as I ?«eem, 

I may not claim protection fiom this camp.* 

* Whoe'er tlion art,' rejoins the cliief, fflooaa'd. 
But not oflTended, * thy ignoble garb 
ConpeatYrl a spirit which I now revere. . 

Thy countenance demands a better lot 

Than I, a stranger to thy hidden worth. 

Unconscious, offerVl. Freedoni dwells in Greece^ 

Humanity and justice. Thou shall pee 

T^eonidas, their guardian.' To the king 

He leads him straight; presents him in these words..- 

* In mind superior to the base attire 
Which marks his limbs with shame, a stranger comes, 
Who thy protection claims.' Tlie slave subjoin?.... 

' I stand tliy suppliant now. Thou soon shall learn 
If I deserve thy favour. I request 
To meet th' assembled chieftains of this host. 
Oh! I am fraught with tidings which import- 
The weal of ev'ry Grecian.' Agis Fwift, 
Appointed by Leonidas, convenes 
The diff'reht leaders. To tlie tent they speed. 
Before them tail'd^ the stranger thus began..*. 
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' O Alphensf MaronI Hither turn yotnr eighty 
And know jroar brother I* Frum their seats they start. 
From either breaks, in ecstasy, the name 
Oi Polydonu. To his dear embrace 
Each tuudly strives to rash ; but he withstands; 
While down his cheek a flood of angnisli poan 
Fh)in bis dejected eyes, in tortore bent 
On tiiat vile garb, diahonooring his fmrm. 
At length these accents, mtermU'd with graina^ 
A passage I'ound, while mote attention gaz'd. 

< Von first siiouid know it'tiiis anhappy slave 
Yet merits your embraces/ Then approach'd 
Lconidas. Before him all recede, 
Ev'n Alpbeus' self, and yields his brotiier'a iuod. 
Which in his own the reg!il hero preas'd. 
Still Pulylonis on liis gloomy front 
RepiigoHiice stern to cunaoliOion bore ; 
When thus liic idug with majesty benign.... 

• Lol every heart is open to thy worth. 
Injurious fortune anil enfeebling time. 
By servitude and grief, severely try 

A li !)Val spii it Try 'd, but not snbda'd, 

Do.t thou appear. Whatever be our lot 

Ts hea\''irs appointment. Patience best becomes 

The citii^eu and soldier. Let the sight 

Of friends and brethren diissipate thy gloom/ 

Or' men the gentlest, Agis too advanced. 
Who with iucreasM homauity began.... 

* Now in thy native liberty secure, 
S:iiile on thy past affliction, and relate 
What chance restores thy merit to the arms 
Of friends an.l kindred.' Poiydoms tiien.... 

. ^ * I was a Spartan. When my tender prime 
On manhood border'd, fi-om Laconia's shores 
Snatch'd by Plioeuician pirates,*-! was sold ' 

A slave, by liyperanthes boag^t, and giv'n 
To Arixna. Gracicxfi was her hand. 
But [ rcm.dn'U a bondman, still estrang'd 
From Lacedaemon. DemaratOs ott. 
In friendly sorrow, would my lot deplore; 
Nor less his own ill-fated virtue monru'd, 
Lost to his country in a servile conrt. 
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The centre of oonupdon ; wherein smiles 
Are painted cavy, treachery, aod hate, 
^Vith rankling malice; where* alone aincere, 
Tlie diasolnte aeeic no disguise; where tlio8e» 
Poaseasing all a monarch can bestow. 
Are ikr less happiy than the meanest heir 
To n-eedom, far more grov'liug than the slave 
Who serves their cmel pride. Yet here the son 
Ten times his yearly circle hath renewM 
Since Poiydorus hath in bondage groan'd. 
My bloom is |)as8*d, or, pining in despair, 
UnUmcly withered. I at hut retarn 
A messenger of f<ite> who tidings bear 
Of desolation.* H<fre he pdos'd in grief 
Redoubled ; when Leonidas....' Proceed. 
Slioald from thy lips inevitable death 
To all be threatcu'J, thou art beard by none 
Whose danntlcss hearts can entertain a thought 
Bnt how to fail the nobiesL' Thos the king. 
The rest in speechless expectation wait. 
Siiich was the solemn silence which overspread 
The shrine of Aramon, or Dodona's shades, 
AVlicn anxioas mortals from the month of Jove 
Their doom explor'd. Nor Poiydorus long 
Suspends the council, bot resumes his tale.... 

< As I this night accompany'd the steps 
Of Ariana, near the p;(ss we saw 
A re^Iess form, now traversing the way, 
;Ko^v as a statne rivelted by doubt. 
Then on a sudden starting to renew 
An ea^or pace. As nearer we approach'd. 
He by the moon, which glimmer'd on oar heads, 
Descry'd as. Straight advancing, whither bent 
Our midnight course he ask'd. 1 knew the voice 
Of Demaratas. To my breast I cUsp'd 
The venerable exile, and rcpl>'d.... 
** Laconia's camp we seek. Demand no more. 
Farewell." lie wept. " Be beav'n thy guide," he sidd, 
** Thrice happy Poiydorus. Thoa again 
Mnyst visit Sparta, to tliese eyes deny'd. 
Soon as arriv'd at those triuju pliant tents. 
Say to the Spartans, from their exii'd king, 
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Althoogh their blind o^dnlity deprive 
"^ The wretched Demamas of his home. 
From ev'ry Joy aeclnded, from his wife. 
His oflTspriDg torn, his coantrymen and friend?. 
Him fhim his virtue th^ could ne'er divide. 
Say that ev'n here, ^vfaere all are kings or slaves. 
Amid the riot of flagittous courts, 
Not quite extinct, his Spartan spirit glows. 
Though grief hath dimmM its fires. RemembMng thb, 
Report that newly to the Persian host 
Retnm'd a Malian, Efrialtes natn'd, 
Who, as a wpy, the Gredan tents had sought; 
He to the monarch raagnify'd his art, 
Which, by delusive eloquence, had wrought 
The Greeks to such despair, that eVry band 
To Persia's sov'reign stai^dard would have bow^]. 
Had not the spirit of a angle chief. 
By fear unconqner'd, and on death resolv'd. 
Restored their valour: therefore, would the king 
Trust to his guidance a selected force, 
They soon should 'jnerce th' unguarded bounds of Greece 
Through a neglected aperture above. 
Where no Leonidas should bar their way I 
Meantime by him the treaHi'ixwa Thebans sent • 
Assurance of their aid. Th' assenting prince 
At once decreed two myinads to advance 
With Hy perantlies. EVry lord besides, 
Whom youth, or courage, or ambition warm, 
Rous'd by the traitor's eloquence, attend 
From all the nations, with a rival zeal 
To enter Greece the foremost." In a sigh 
He clos'd....like me.' Tremendous, firom liis seat 
TJ prose Diomedon. His eyes were flames. 
When swift on trembling Anaxander, broke 
These ireful accents from his livid lips.... 

f Yet, ere we fall, O traitor, shall this arm 
To hell's avenging ftiries sink thy head ! 

All now is tnmnlt. Ev'ry bosom swells 
With wrath untam'd and vengeance. Half unsheatli'd, 
Th' impetuous falchion of Plattea flarfiea. 
But, as the Colchian sorceress, renown'd 
la legends old, or Circ<:*, when tbey fraiu'd 
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A potent spell, to smoothneas durm'd the main. 
And lall'd .£olMn rage by myrtic aong. 
Till not a billow heav'd against the shore. 
Nor ey'a the wanton-winged cephyr hreath'd 
The lightest whisper through the magic air; 
So, when thy voice, Leonidas, is heard, 
Confusion tiatens; ire in silent awe 
Subsides. < Withhold this rashness,' cries the king. 
* To proof of gailt let punishment succeed. 
Not yet Barbarian shouts oar camp alarm. 
We still have time for vengean(%, time to know 
If menac'd min we may yet repel. 
Or bow most glorioos perish.' Next arose 
Dieneces, and thus th* experienced man.... 

' Ere they surmount our fences, Xerxes' troops 
Must learn to conquer, and the Greeks to fly. 
The spears of Phocis guard that secret pass. 
To them let instant messengers depart. 
And note the hostile progress/ Alphens here.... 

' Leonidas, behold, my willing feet 
Shall to the Phodans bear thy high commands; 
Shalt climb the hiQ to watch th* approaching fOe.' . 

* Thou active son of valour,' quick returns 
. The chief of Lacedsempn, < in my thoughts 
For ever present, when the public weal 
Requires the swift, the vigilant, and bold. 
Go, climb, surmount the rock's aerial iidglit; 
Observe the hostile march. A Spartan baud, 
Dieneces, provide. Thyself conduct , 

Their speedy succour to our Fhocian friends.' 

Hie council rises. For his course prepar'd. 
While day, declining, prompts his eager feet, 
< O Polydorus,' Al(Aens thus in haste, 
' Long lost, and late recover'd, we must pait 
Again, perhaps for ever. Thoc^ return 
To kiss the sacred soil which gave thee birth. 
And calls thee back to freedom. Brother dear, 
I should have si|^ to give thee....bot farewell i 
My country chides me, loif ring in thy arms.' 

This said, he darts along, nor looks behind. 
When Polydoms answers....' Alplieus, no. 

I 
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I have die marks of bondage to erase. 

My blood most wash the sJiameful rtain away.' 

« We have a fiilber/ Maron interpos'd. 
• Thy unexpecttd presence will revive 
Ilis heavy age, now childless and forlorn.' 

To him the brother with a gloomy frown — 
' 111 should I comfort others. View these eyt? ; 
Faint is their light ; and vanish'd was my bloom 
Before its hour of ripeness. In my breast 
Grief vnll retain a mansion, nor by time 
Be dispoasese^d. Unceasing shall my soul 
Brood o'er the black remembrance of my youth 
In slavery exhansted. Life to me 
Hath lost its savour.' Then, in suUen wo. 
His head declines. His brother pleads in vain. 

Now in his view Dieneces appear*d. 
With Sparta's band. Immoveable, his eyes 
On them he fix'd, revolving these dark thonglil?.... 

* I too, like them, from Lacedaemon spring ; 
Like them instructed once to poise the spear. 

To lift the pond'rons shield. Ill-destin'd wretch . 
Thy arm is grown enervate, and would sink 
Beneath a bucklei^s weight. Malignant fates I 
Who have compeU'd my fiw-born hand to dumge 
The warrior's arms for ignominions bonds! 
Would you compensate for my chains, my diamc, 
My ten years' anguish, and the fell despair 
Which on my youth have prey'd? RelenUng once. 
Grant I may bear my buckler to the field, ^ 
And, known a Spartan, seek the shades below. 

* Why, to be known a Spartan, must thou sttk 
The shades below f Impatient Maron spake. 

« Live, and be known a Spartan by thy deeds. 
Live, and enjoy thy dignity of birth. 
Live, and perform the duties which become 
A citizen of Sparta. Still thy brow 
Frowns gloomy, still unyielding. He, who lead* 
Our band, all fathers of a noble race, 
' Will ne'er permit tliv barren day to close 
Without an offspring to uphold the state.' 

* He will,' replies the brother in a glow, 
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Prevailing o'er the paleness of his cheek ; 

* He -wili permit me to complete by death 

The meaanre of my duty ; will permit 

Me to achieve a service, which no hand 

Bnt mine can render, to adorn his fall 

With double Instre, strike the barb'roas foe 

With endless termr, and avenge the sliame 

Of an enslav'd Laconian/ Closing here 

Hn words myAerhxis, qaick he turned away. 

To find the tent of Agis. Iliere his hand 

In graCefnl sorrow minister'd her aid ; 

While the humane, the hospitable, care 

Of Agis, gently by her lover's corse. 

On one sad bier, the pallid beauties laid 

Of Ariana. He from bondage free<l 

Foor eastern captives, whom his gen'rous arm 

lliat day had spar'd in battle; then began 

This solemn charge. * Yon, Persians, whom my sword 

Acquired in war, nnransom'd, diall depart. 

To you 1 render freedom, which you sought 

To wrest from me^ One recompence I ask. 

And one alone. Transport to Asials camp 

This bleeding princess. Bid the Per^n king 

Weep o'er this flow'r, untimely cut in bloom ; 

Then say ih' all-judging pow'rt have thus ordainM. 

Thou, whose ambition o'er the groaning earth' 

Leads de80latk>n; o'er ^e nations spreads 

Calamity and tears; thou first sbalt moura. 

And tlirough thy house destruction first shall range/ 

Dismiss'd, they gain the rampart, where on gnaid 
"Was Dithyrambus posted. He perceiv'd 
The mournfril bier approach. To him the fate 
Of Ariana was ahready told. 
He met the captives with a moisten'd eye, 
Full bent on Teribazus, sigh'd, and spake.... 

' O that, aspuming with those Grecian arms 
A Grecian spirit, tiiou in scorn hadst look'd 
On princes! Worth like thine, from slavidi conKs 
"Witlidrawn, had ne'er been wasted to support 
A king's injustice. Then a gentler lot 
Had ble9s'(J thy life, or, dying, thou iiadst known. 
How sweet ia death for liberty. A Greek 
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Aflfordsflieie friendly wuhes, tijoagh hb head 
Had loit the boooan gather'd from thy fidi, 
Vfben fortune favoor'd, or propitious Jove 
Smil'd CD the better came. Ill-fated pair. 
Whom in compaanon*s parest dew I lave. 
But that my hand infkx'd the deatfafal wound. 
And must be grievona to your loathing shades. 
From all the neigh'bring vallies would I cnll ^ 
Their fairest growth to strew your hearse with flowVk 
Yet, O accept tiiese tears and |noas prayVs! 
May peace surround yoor ashes! May your shades 
Pass o'er the dtent pool to hapfrier seats!* 

He cea^d in tearv. The captives leave the wall. 
And slowly down Theroiopybe proceed. 
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Mtdon cotrocnea the. Locrian commtMnders, and 
harangues them; repairs at midnight to his 
sister Melissa in t?ie temple, and receives frons 
her the first itUelligence that the Persians were 
in acttial possession of the upper Straits, which 
had been abandoned by the Phocians. Melibatus 
brings her tidings of her father's death. She 
strictly enjoins her brother to preserve his lift 
by a timely retreat, and recommends the er^force- 
tnent.qf her advice to the prudence and zeal qf 
Melibcsus, In the morning the bodies qf Teri- 
bazus and Ariana are brought into the presence 
of Xerxes, soon ttfter a rqaort had reached the 
camp that great part qf his navy was ship- 
wrecked. The Persian monarch, quite dis~ 
pirited, is persuaded by Argestes to send an amr 
bassador to the Spartan king. Argestes hiir&elf 
is deputed, who, v^fter revealing his embassy in 
secret to Lconidas, is by him led before the whole 
army, and there receives his answer, Alpheus 
returns, and declares that the enemy was master 
qf the passages in the hills, and would arrive at 
Thermopylte the ^next morning; upon which Le- 
onidas qffers to send away all the troops, except 
his three hundred Spartans; but Diomedon, DC' 
mophilus, DUhyrambus, and Megistias, refuse to 
depart; then, to relieve the perplexity qf Medon 
on this occasion, he tranters to him the supreme 
command, dismisses Argestes, orders the Compaq 
nions qfhis own fate to be ready in arms by suTt" 
iet, and retires to his pavilion. 
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rriHE Grecian leaders, from the coancil lis'n, 
-■- Among the troops dispersiDg, by their words, 
Their lookA ondaunted, warm the coldest heart 
Against new dangem threat'iiing. To his tent 
I'he Locrian captains Medon swift convenes. 
Exhorting thns....' O long-approv'd my friends. 
Yon who have seen my father in the field 
I'riami^ant, bold assistants of my arm 
In labours not inglorious, who this day 
iliive raisM fresh trophies, be prepar'd. If brlp 
Be farther wanted in the Phocian camp. 
Yon will the next be summoned. Locris lies 
To ravage first expos'd. Your ancient fane, 
Vonr goddesses, your priestess half^ador^d, 
llie dangltter of O'iieus, from your swords 
Protection claim against an impious foe.' 

All anxious for Melissa, he dismiss'd 
Th* applauding vet'rans ; to tlie sacred cave 
Then hastened. Under heav'n's night-shaded cope 
Pie mus'd. Melissa in her holy place 
}Iow to approach, with inauspicious steps. 
How to accost, his pensive mind revotv'd: 
When Mycon, [»ons vassal of the fane. 
Descending through the cavern, at the siglit 
Of Medon stopt, and thus.../ Thy presence, lord, 
Tlie priestess calls. To Lacedaemon'a king 
I bear a message, suffVing no delay.' 

He quits the diief, whose rapid feet ascend, , 

Soon ent'ring where the pedestal displays ' 

Thy form. Calliope sublime. The lyre, j 

Whose accrmts immortality confer. 

The fuigers seem to wake. On either ride j 

Thy snowy gloss of Parian marble shews 
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Fonr of thy dstera throagh sarrounding sluide. 
Before each image is a virgin plac'd. 
Before each virgin dimly burns a lamp. 
Whose livid sjMres jart temper with a gleam 
The dead obscurity of night, impart 
The priestess thoughttlil sits. Thus Medon breaks 
'Ihe solemn silence....' Anxious for tliy state, 
Without a nunmons, to thy pure abode 
T was approaching. Deities who know 
The present, past, and futare, let my lips 
IJnblam'd have ntfrance! Thon, my sister, hear! 
Ttiy breast let wisdom sti-engthen. Impious foes 
Through Oeta now are passing 1' She replica..^ 

' Are passii^, brotlier! They, alas, are pasit'd. 
Are in possession of the upper Strait! 
Hear In thy turn. A dire narration bear. 
A favoured goat, conductor of my herd, 
Stray'd to a dale,^hose outlet is the post 
To Phocians left, and, penetrates to Greece. 
Him Mycon following, by a hostile band, 
Ijgbt arm'd forerunners of a num'rons host, 
Was seii^d. By fear of menac'd torments forcM, 
He shew'd a passage up tliat mountainis ade 
Whose length of wood o'erdiades the I%ocian land. 
To dry and sapless trunks in diif 'rent parts. 
Fire, by the Persians artftilly apply'd, 
Soon grew to flames. This done, the troop returoM, 
Detaining Mycon. Kow the mountain folaz'd. 
Tlic Phocians, ill.commanded, left their post, 
Alarm'd, conftis'd. More fiistant ground they choac. 
In blind delusion forming there, they sprearl ^ 
Their ineffectual banners, to repel 
Imagined peril from those fraudfnl lights^ 
By stratagem prepared. A real foe 
Meantime secur'd the undefended pass. 
This Mycon saw. Escaping thence to me. 
He, 1^ my orders, hastens to inform 
T>K>nida8.' She paus'd. Like one, who sec.^ 
'I'he forked lightning into shivers rive 
A knotted oak, or crumble towVs to dust. 
Aghast was Medon; then, recovering spake.. .« 

' Ihou boasted glory of th' Oilean bouse. 
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If e'er thy brother bow'd in rev*rence due 

To thy superior virtnes, let his voice 

Be now regarded. From th' endangered fane. 

My sister, fly. Whatever be my lot, 

A troop select of Locrians shall transport 

lliy sacred person where thy will ordaiti?.* 

* Think not of me,' retams the dame. ' To Greece 
Direct thy zeal. Afy peasants are conveu'dy. 
That by their labour, when the fatal hoar 
Requires, with massy fragments I may bar 
That ca:ve to human entrance. Best belov'd 
Of brothers, now a serious ear incline. _ .. 

#,^w *w>^^^ 

Awhile in Greece, to fwrtune's wanton gale, • \' {j ti yv 

His golden banner shall the Persian king, . / ^ ^ '>^ 

Deluded, wave. Leonldas, by death *. '^ <P 

Freaerving Sparta, will his spirit leave t'^ " 

To blast the glitt'ring pageant. Medon, live '- * « 

To share that glory. Thee to perish here . O , ^ 

No law, no oracle, enjoins. To die ''vl''^Ol^ 

UncallM, is biameftil. Let thy pious hand ' 

Secure Oileus from Barbarian force. 

To Sparta, mindful of her noble hoi^t, 

Bntmst his reverend head.' Th' assembled hinds, 

Tonths, maidens, wives with nurselings at their breasts, 

Aronnd her now in consternation stood. 

The women weeping, mate, aghast the men. 

To them she turns....' You never, faithful race. 

Tour priestess shall forsake. Mielissa here. 

Despairing never of (he public weal. 

For better days in solitude shall wait, 

Shall cheer your sadness. IVfy prophetic soul 

Sees through time's cloud tiie liberty of Greece* 

More stable, more efliiigent. In his blood 

Leonids cements th* unshaken base 

Of that strong towV, which Athens shall exalt 

To cist a sliadow o'er the eastern world 
This utter'd, towVd the temple'^ inmost seat 

or sanctity her solemn step she bendk, 

Devout, enraptur'd. In tlieir dark'nlng lamps 

The pallid flames are fainting. Dim through itiibtft 

The morning peeps. An awftal silence re gtis. 

While Medon pensive from the fane descends,. 

12 
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» ' 

But insUnt re-appcan. Behind him close 

Treads Meliboeos, throa^ tlie caTeni's mooth 

Ascending, pde in aspect; not nnlikc 

'What legends tell of spectres, by the force 

Of necromantic sorcery constrain'd ; 

Throngh eartli's dark bowels, which the spdl disjcnn d. 

They from death's mansion, in reluctant sloth. 

Rose to divulge the secrets of their graves. 

Or mysteries of fate. Hb cheerftil brow, 

O'erclooded, paleness <m his healthftal cheek, 

A dall, anwonted heaviness of pace, 

Fortend disasfroos tidings. Medon spake..^ 

* Tnm, holy sister. By the gods bek)v*d, 
Ik^ay they sustain thee in this monrDfsl hoar. 
Our father, good Oileos, is no more P 

< Rehearse thy tidings, swain.' He takes tide w<mi..« 
< Thon wast not prasent when his mind, onlstretdi'd 
By real for Greece, transported by his joy 
To entertain Leonidas, refteTd 
Dne rest. Old age his ardoar had forgot. 
To his last waking moment with hb gnest 
In rapfroas Ulk redundant. He at last, 
ComposM and smiling in th' embrace of sleep. 
To Pan's protection at the island fane 
Was left. He wak'd no mwe. The fetal news. 
To yon discover'd, from the chiefc I hide,' 
Melissa heard, inclin'd her forehead low 
Before th* insculptnr'd deities. A sigh 
Broke from her heart, these accents from her tips..^ 

* The ftall of days and honours through the gate 
Of painless slumber is retir'd. His tomb 

Shall stand among his fathers, in the shade 

Of his own trophies. Fhidd were his days. 

Which flow'd throng blessings. As a river pare. 

Whose sides are flow'ry, and whose meadows fair. 

Meets in his course a sobterranean void ; 

There dips his silver head, again to rise. 

And, rising, glide through fiow'rs and meadows new; 

So shall Oileas, in those happier fields 

Where never tempests roar, nor humid cloada 

Tn mists dissolve, nor white^escending flake* 

Of winter violate th' eternal green ; 
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"Where never gloom of trouble shades the inuid, 

'Hot gust of passion heaves Uie qaiet breast, 

14^ or dews of grief are sprinkled. Thoa art ^ae. 

Host of divine Leonidas on eaith! 

Art gorie before him to prepare the feaiC, 

Inunortalixing virtue«' Silent here. 

Around her head she wraps her hailow'd pall. 

Her prudent virgins Interpose a hymn, 

liot in a plaintive, but majestic flow, 

To which their fuigers, sweeping o'er the chords. 

The lyre'* fall tone attemper. She unveils ; 

Then, wkh a voice, a countenance, composed.... 

' Oo, Medon, pillar of th' Oilean house. 
HJew cares, new duties, claim thy preciooslife. 
Perform the (mous obsequies. Let t* ars. 
Let groans, be absent from the sacred duat 
Which heav'n in life so favoured, more in death, 
A term of righteous days, an envy'd urn, 
Like his, for Medon is Melissa's pray'r. 
Thou, MeliboBiu, cordial, high in rank 
Among the prudent, warn and watch thy lord. 
My benediction shall reward thy zeal/ 

Sootfa'd by the blessings of sach perfect lips, 
Ihey both depart. And now the climbuig sun 
To Xerxesf tent discover'd from afar 
The Persian captives with their monrnfhl load. 
Before them rumour, throu^ her sable trump. 
Breathes lamentation. Horror lends his v<Mce 
To spread the tidings of disastrous fate 
Along Spercheos. As a vapour black. 
Which from the distant, horizontal verge 
Ascending, nearer still and nearer bends 
To higher lands its progress, there condensM, 
Throws darkness o'er the valleys, while the face 
Of nature saddens round ; so step by step. 
In motion slow, th' advancing bier dilfus'd 
A solemn sadness o'er the camp. A hedge 
Of trembling spears on either hand is forra'd. 
Tears, underneath bis iron«pointed cone, 
The Sadan drops. The Caspian savage feels 
His heart transpierc'd, and wonders at the pain. 
In Xerxes' preKOce are the bodies plac'd ; 
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Is or he forbids. Hu agitated breast 

All niglit had wdgh'd against his ftitare hopes 

Hifl present loiaes^his defeated ranks. 

By myriada ihinn'd, their maltitiide abasfa'd. 

His fleet thrice-worsted, torn by storms, reduc'd 

To half its number. When he slept, in dreams 

He saw the haggard dead, which floated round 

Th' adjoining strands. Disasters new their ghotts 

In sullen Arowns, in shrill npbraidings, bode. 

Thus, ere the gory bier approach'd his eyes. 

He in dejection had already lost 

His kingly pride, the parent of disdain 

And cold indifference to hnman woes. 

Kot ev'n beside his sister's nobler corse 

Her humble lover could awake his scorn. 

The captives told their piercing tale. He heard ; 

He felt awhile compassion. But ere long 

Those traces vanisli'd from the tyrant's breast. 

His former gloom redoubles. For himself 

His anxious bosom heaves, oppressed by fear. 

Lest he, with all his splendour, should be cast 

A prey to fortune. Thoughtful near the throne 

Laconia's exile waits, to whom the king.... 

* O Deroai-atus, what will fate ordain? 

Lo! fortune turns against me. "What shall check 

Her further malice, when her daring stride 

Invades my house with ravage, anil profanes 

The blood of great Dariu?? I have «ent 

From my unguarded side the chosen band. 

My bravest chiefs, to para the A-scrt hill; 

Have to the conduct of a Malian «py 

My hopes intrusted. May not there the Greeks, 

In opposition more tremendous stili, 

More rumous, than yester son beheld. 

Maintain their post invincible, renew 

Their stony thunder in angmente<rnige, 

And send whole quarries down the craggy steeps, 

Again to crush my army' Oh! unfold 

Thy secret thoughts, nor hide the harshest truth. 

Say, what remains to hope?* Tlie exile here.... 

* Too Mrell, O monarch, do thy fears presage 
What may befall thy army. If the Greeks, 
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Arranged within Thermopylie, a pan 
AcceHsibie and practis'd, conld repel 
With aach destrnction their unnumbeHd foes, 
AVhat scenes of havock may untrodden patlis« 
Ck>nfin'd among the cra^;y hills, afford?' 

L.ost in despair, the monarch silent sat. 
"Kot less unmann'd than Xerxes, from his place 
Uprose Argestes; but, concealing fear. 
These artful words deliver'd.../ If the king, 
Propitioos, wills to spare his faithful bands, 
Nor spread at large tiie terrors of his pow'r. 
More gentle means of conquest than by arms. 
Nor Itiss secure, may artifice supply. 
Renown'd Darius, Uiy immortal sire. 
Bright in the spoil of kingdoms, long in vain 
The fields of proud Euphrates with his host 
Overspread. At length, confi<ling in the wiles 
Of Zopyrus, the mighty prince subdu'd 
The Babylonian ramparts. Who shall count 
The thrones and states by stratagem o'crtom'd} 
Bnt, if corruption Join her pow'rful aid, 
Not one can stand. What race of men possess ■ 
lliat probity, that wisdom, which the veil 
Of craft shall never blind, nor proffei'd wealth* 
Nor splendid powV, seduce? O Xerxes, bora 
To more than mortal greatness, canst thou find. 
Through thy unbounded sway, no dazzling gift 
Which may allure Leonidas? Dispel 
The cloud of sadness from those sacred eyes. 
Great Monarch, proffer to Laconia's chief 
What may thy own magnificence declare. 
And win his friendship. O'er his native Greece 
Invest him sov'reigi). Thus procure his sword 
For thy 8nccci<ding conquests.' Xerxes here. 
As from a trance awak'ning, swift replies.... 

* Wise arc tliy dictates. Fly to Sparta's chief. 
Ai^cstes, fall before him. Bid him join 
My arms, and reign oVr ev'ry Grecian state.' 

He scarce had finished, when in haste approached 
Artuchns. Startled at the ghastly stage 
Of death, that guardian of the Persian fftir 
Thus in a gn»n....' Thou deity malign. 
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O AHmanias, what a bitter ^raaght 
For my sad lips tby cruelty bath mix'd 1 
1» this the flow'r of women to my charge 
So lately giv*!!! Oh ! princess, I have ranged 
The i^iiole Sperchean valley, woods and caves. 
In qnest of thee, foand here a lifeless corse. 
Astonishment and horror lock my tongue.* 

Fride now, reviving in the monarch's breast, 
BispellM his black despondency awhile, 
"With gall more black efl^Mnng frcan his heart 
Each merdM impressioa. Stern he spake.... 

' Remove her, satrap, to the female train. 
Let them the doe solemnities perform. 
But never she, by Mithra's light I swear. 
Shall sleepvin Susa with her kindred dust. 
Who by ignoble pasdons hath debased 
The blood of Xerxes. Greece beheld her shame 
Let Greece behold her tomb. The low-boni sl<ivft 
Who dar'd to Xerxes' rister lift his hopes. 
On some bare crag expose.' The Spartan here.... 

' My royal patron, let me 8peak....and die. 
If sud) thy will. This cold, disfigured clay 
Was late diy soldier, gallantly who fought. 
Who nobly perish'd, long the dearest Ariend 
Of Hyperanthes, hararding his life 
Now in thy -canse. O'er Per^ans thou dost reign ; 
None more than Persians venerate the brave!' 

' Well hath he spoke,' Artnchus firm subjoins. 
* But, if the king his rigour \«ill inflict 
On this dead warrior, Heav'uVerlook the deed, 
Nor on our heads accumulate fresh woesi 
The shattered fleet, th' intimidated camp, 
The band select, through Oeta's daiig'rous wilds 
At this dread crisis struggling, must obtain 
Support from heav'n, or Asia's glory falls.* 

Fell pride, recoiling at these awful words 
In Xerxes' frozen bosom, yields to fear, 
Resuming there .the sway. He grants the corse 
To Deniaratus. Forth Artuchns moves 
Behind the bier, uplifted by his trafai. 

Argcstcs, parted from his master's side. 
Ascends a car j and, speeding o'er the beach. 
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Sees Artemiria. She the aahes pale 

Of slanghter'd Carians, on the pyre consam'd. 

Was then collecting for the foa'ral vaae. 

In ezcUmatioa thus.../ My aabjecta, loit 

Oq earth, descend to happier dimes below^M 

The fawning, dastard coanseUors, who left 

Your worth deserted in the hoar of needy 

May kites disfigare, may the wolf devour. ». 

Sliade of my hasband, thoa salate in smiles 

These gallant warriors, faithlid onee to theCf 

Nor less to me. They tidings will report 

or Artemisia, to revive thy love.... 

May wretches like Aigestes never clasp 

Their wives, thdr offspring I Never greet their homiCs ! 

May their nnbury'd limtM dismiss their ghosts 

To wail for ever on the banks of Styx ? 

Then, taming tow'rd her son....' Come, virtnoos boy. 
Let as transport these reliqaes of onr friends 
To yon tall bark, in pendant s^le clad. 
They, if lier keel be destined to retam. 
Shall in paternal monuments repose. 
Let OS embark. Till Xerxes shats his ear 
To false Argestcs, in her vessel hid. 
Shall Artemisia's gratitude lament 
Her boanteoQs sov'reign's fate. Leander, mark. 
The Doric virtues are not eastern plants. 
Them foster still within thy gen'rous breast ; 

Bat keep in covert from the blaze of courts; 
Where flattery's gaile, in oily words proAise, 

In action tardy, o'er th* ingenaoos tongue. 

The arm of vakmr, and the faithful heart. 

Will ever triamph. Yet my soul enjoj'S 

Her own presage, that destiny reserves 

An hour fw my revenge.' Conclading here. 

She gains the fleet. Argcstcs sweeps along 

On rapid wheels from Artemisia's view; 

Like night, protectress foul of heiooas deeds 

With treason, rape, and murder, lU her heel. 

Before the eye of mom retreating swift. 

To hide her loathsome visage. Soon he reach'd 

Thermopylae ; descending ttom his car. 

Was led by Ditliyrambus to the tenl 



134 LEONroAS. 

Of Sparta's ruler. Since the fatal new» 

By MyooD late delivered* he apart 

With Polydoms had consoHed long 

On high attempts; and, now seqnester*d, sat 

To niminate on vengeance. At his feet 

Prone fell the satrap, and began....* The will 

Of Xerxes bends me prostrate to the earth 

Before thy presence. Great and matchless chief, 

Thas says the lord of Asia, "Join my arms; 

Thy recompence is Greece. Her froitAil plains. 

Her gen'roos steeds, her flocks, her nnm'roos towns. 

Her sons, I render to thy sovleign hand." 

And, O illustrions warrior, heed ray words. 

Think on the bliss of royalty, the pomp 

Of courts, their endless pleasures, trains of slaves^^ " 

Who restless watch for ttiee and thy delights. 

'Xhink on Oie glories of anrivalFd itway.- 

Look on the Ionic, on the £oIian Greeks. 

From them their phantom liberty is flown ; 

While in each pvorince, raiafd by Xerxes' pow*<-. 

Some favour'd chief presides; exalted state, 

Ne'er giv'n by envious flreedora. On his head 

He bears the gorgeous diadem 7 he see» 

His equals once in adoration stoop 

Beneath his footstool. What superior beams 

Will from thy temples blase, when gen'ral Oreccc, 

In noblest states atwnnding, calls thee lord. 

Thee only worthy ! How will each rejoice 

Aronnd Uiy throne, and hail the auspicioos day 

When thou, distinguisb'd by the Persian king, 

Didst in thy sway consenting nations bless, 

Didst calm the fury of unsparing war. 

Which else had delng'd all with blood and flames!' 

Leonidas replies not, but commands 
The Tliespian youth, still watchftil near the tent. 
To summon all the Grecians. He obeys. 
The king uprises from his seat, and bids 
The Persian follow. He, amaz'd, attends, 
Surrounded soon by each assembling band ; 
When thus at length the godlike Spartan spake...^ 

* Here, Persian, tell thy embaK^. Repeat 
"Ihat, to obtahi my ft iendahip, Asia's prixico 
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To me halh proflfer*d 80v*reignty </er Greece. - 

Then view these baods, whose valour shall preserve 

That Greece anconqaer'd which your king bestows; 

Shall strew your bodies on her crimsou'd plains. 

The indignation, puinted on their looks. 

Their gen'roos scorn, may answer for their chief. 

Yet from Leonidas, thoo wretch, inor'd 

To vaasalagc and baseness, hear....The pomp. 

The arts of pleasure in despotic courts, 

I sparn, abhorrent 1 In a spotless heart 

I look for pleasured I from righteous deeds 

Derive my splendour. No adoring crowd, 

Ho purpled slaves, no mercenary spears, 

My state embarrass. 1 in Sparta rule 

By laws, my rulers, with a guard unknown 

To Xerxes, pnbUc confidence and love. 

No pale 8uspici<ni of th* empoison'd bowl, 

Th' aasasan's poniard, or provok'd revolt. 

Chase from my decent couch the peace deny'd 

To his resplendent canopy. Thy king. 

Who hath profen'd by proflfer'd bribes my ear, 

Dares not to meet my arm. Thee, trembling slave, 

Whose embassy was treason, I despise. 

And thei-efore spare.* Diomedon subjoins.... 

< Our marUe temples these Barbarians wa^e, 
A crime less impious than a bare attempt 
Of sacrilege on virtue ! Grant my suit. 
Thou living temple, where the goddess dwells. 
To me consign the caitiff. Soon the winds 
Sliall parch his limbs on Octa's tallest pine.* 

Amidst his fury sutldenly retumM 
The speed of Alpheus. All, suspended, fiVd 
On- him.their eyes impatient. He began.,.. 

' 1 am retum'd a messenger of ill. 
Close to the passage, op'ning into Greece, 
Tliat post committed to the Phocian guard, 
O'erhangs a bushy cliff. A station there 
Behind ihe shrubs by dead of night I took. 
Though not in darkness. Purple was the face 
Of heav'n. Beneath my feet the valleys glow'd. 
A range immense of wood-invested hills, 
The boundaries of Greece, wei-e clad^ flames ; 
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An act of froward chance, or crafty foes, 

To cast dismay. The crackling pines I heard ; 

Their branches sparkled, and the thickets biaz'd. 

In hillocks embers rose. Embo^ly'd fire. 

As from nununiber'd fkimaces, I saw 

Mount high, throogh vacant trunks of headless oiks, 

Broad-bas'd, and dry with age. Barbarian helms. 

Shields, javelins, sabres, gleaming from below. 

Full soon discover'd to my tortnr'd siglit 

ITie straits in Persia's pow'r. The Pliocian chief. 

Whatever the cause, relinqaishing his posr. 

Was to a neighb'ring eminence remov'd ; 

There, by the foe neglected or contemu'd, 

Remain'd in arms, and neither fled uor foaght. 

I ^y'd for day-spring ; then the Persians mov'd. 

To-raorrow*3 sun will see their numbers here.* 

He said no more. Unntterabtc fear 
In horrid silence wraps the list'ning crow^d. 
Aghast, confounded. Silent are the chiefs, 
Who feel no terror; yet, in wonder fix'd, 
Tliick-wedg'd, enclose Leonidas around. 
Who thus in calmest elocution spake.... 

' I now behold the oracle ftilfiird. 
Then art thou near, thou glorious, sacred hour, 
Which shalt my country's liberty secure. 
Thrice hail, thou solemn period ! Thee the tongues 
Of virtue, fame, and freedom, shall proclaim. 
Shall celebrate, in ages yet unborn. 
Thou godlike otftpring of a godlike sire. 
To him my kindest greetings, Medon, bear. 
Farewell, Megistias, holy friend, and brave! 
Thou too, experience, venerable chief, 
Beraophilus, farewell ! Farewell to thee. 
Invincible Diomedon I to thee, 
Unequall'd Dithyrambus ! and to all. 
Ye other dauntless warriors, who may claim 
Praise from my lips, and friendship frwn my heart, 
Yon, after all Uie wonders which your swords 
Have here accoraplisL'd, will enrich your names 
By ft-esh renown. Your valour must complete 
What onr'x. begins. Here first Ui' astonidh'd foe 
On dying Spartans sSall, with terror, gaze 
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And tremble, tvhDe he conqacn. Then, by fate 
I.ed from his dreadful victory to meet 
l^nitc^d Greece in phalanx o'er the plain, 
y^y your avengiiig-speHrs himself shall fall.' 

Foith from Jth' assembly strides Plataea's cliicf.... 
* By the twelve gods, emhron'd in beav'n supreme, 
Py my fair name, uusnlly'd yet, I swear 
lliine eye, Leonidaa, shall ne'er behold 
Diomedon forsake tliee. Fbst let strength 
X>esert my limbs, and fortitade my heart. 
Did 1 not face the Marathonian war? 
Have I not seen Thermopylae? What more 
Can fame bestow, which I shoold wait to share? 
"Where can I, living, purchase brighter praise 
Than dying here? What more illnstrious tomb 
Can I obtain, than, bury'd in the heaps 
Of Persians, fall'n ray victims, on this rock 
To lie, distinguishVl by a thousand wounds f 
He ended ; when Demophilns....' O king 
Of Lacedaemon, pride of human race, 
"Whom none e'er equall'd but the seed of Jove, 
Thy own forefather, number'd with the gods, 
Xjo, 1 am old! With faltering steps I tread 
The prone descent of years. My country clatm'd ' 
My youth, my ripeness. Feeble age but yields 
An empty name of service. What remaUis 
For me, unequal to the winged speed 
Of active Lours, wliich court the swift and young ? 
"Wbat eligible wbh can viriadom form, 
Bnt to die well? Demophilns shall close 
With thee, O hero, on this glorious earth, 
His eve of life.' Tlie youth of Thespia next 
Address'd Leonidas....* O first of Greeks, 
Me too think worthy to attend thy fame 
With thb most dear, this venerable man. 
For ever honour'd from my tend'rest age, 
Ev'n till on life's extremity we part. 
Nor too aspiring let my hopes be deem'd. 
Should the Barbarian in his triumph mark 
My youthful limbs among the gory heaps. 
Perhaps remembrance may unnerve his arm 
In ftatnre fields of contest with a race, ^ 
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To wbom the flowV, the Mooming joy«, of life 
Are leas allaring than a aoUe death.' 

To him hif second parent.../ WUt thoa bleed. 
My Dithyramboflt But I here withhold 

AU coonwl fh>m thee, who art wise as brave. 
I know thy magnanimity. I read 

Thy genlioaa thoaghtB. Decided is thy dioicc. 

Come ihen, attendants on a godlike diade. 

When to th* Elyaian ancestry of Greece 

Descends her great protector, we will shew 

To Harmatides an illustrioiu son. 

And no onworthy brother. We will link 

Oar shields together. We will press the ground^ 

Still undivided in the arras of death. 

So, if th' attentive traveller we draw 

To oar cold reliqaes, wond'ring, shall he trace 

The diif'rent scene; then, pregnant with applanse, 

" O w«e old man," exclaim, « the hoar of &te 

Well didst thou choose; and, O aneqoall'd yoath. 

Who for thy country didst thy bloom devote, 

Mayst thoa remain for ever dear to fame! 

M<iy time rejoice to name thee 1 0*er tiiy urn 

May everlasting peace her pinion spread".* 

This Siud, the hero with his lifted shield 
TIi» face o'ershades ; be drops a secret tear : 
Not this a tear of anguish, bot derivM 
From fond affection, grown mature with time, 
Awak'd a manly tenderness alone, 
Unmix'd with pity, or with vain regret. 

A stream of duty, gnUitude, and love, 
How'd from the heart of Harmatides* son. 
Addressing straight Leonidas, Miiofle looks 
Declar'd unspeakable applause.../ O king 
Of Lacedaunon, now distribute praise 
From thy accustom'd justice, small to me. 
To him a portion large. His guardian care. 
His kind instruction, his example, trained 
My inkncy, my youth. From him 1 learn'd 
To live unspotted. Could I less than learn 
From him to die with honour r Medon hears. 
Sliook by a whirlwind of contending thoughts. 
Strong lieaves his manly bosom, under aw« 
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Of wise Meliaaa, torn by friendship, fir'd 
By sach example liigh. In dubious state 
So rolls a ve»el, when th' inflated waires 
Her planks aaail, and winds her canvass rend; 
The mdder labcors, and reqaires a hand 
Of firm , deliVrate skill. The gen'roos king 
Perceives the hero's struggle, and prepares 
To interpose relief; when instant came 
Dieneces before them. Short he spake..*. 

< Barbarian myriads tlut>agh the secret pan 
Have enter'd Greece. Leouidas, by mom 
Expect them here. My slender force I spar'd. 
There to have died was useless. We return 
With thee to perish. Union of our strength 
Will render more illustrious to ourselves. 
And to the foe m<Hre terrible, our fall.' 

Megistias last accosts Laconia*s king.^. 
' Thou, whom the gods have chosen to exalt 
Above mankind in virtue and renown, 

call not me presumptuous, who implore 
Among these heroes thy regardful ear. 
To Lacedsemon I a stranger came. 

There found protection. There to honours rals'd, 

1 have not yet the benefit repaid. 

That now the gen'rons Spartans may behold 

In me their large beneficence not vain. 

Here to their cause I consecrate my breath.' 
* Not so, Megistias,' interpos'd the king. 

* Thou and thy son retire.' Again the seer..» 

' Forbid it, thou eternally ador'd, 
O Jove, confirm my persevering soul ; 
"Nor let me these auspicious moments lose. 
When to my bounteous patrons I may shew 
That I deserv'd their favour. Thou, my child. 
Dear Menalippus, heed the king's command. 
And my paternal tenderness revere. 
Thou from these ranks witlidraw thee, to my use 
Thy arms snrrend'ring. Fortune will supply 
New proofs of valour. Vanquish then, or find 
A glorious grave ; but spare thy father's eye 
The bitter anguish to behold thy yonth 
Untimely bleed before him.' Grief wspends 



190 LEOKIDAS. 

His spcedi, and interchai^ably thdr arms 
luipart tiie iaat embratx*. Either weeps. 
The hoary parent and the blooming son. 

But finom his temples the poncific wreath 
i^Ie^^tias now aniooseos. He resigtis 
His hallow'd vestments; while the yoadi in tears^ 
The helmet tt'er his par^it's snowy locks. 
O'er his broad diest adjusts the radiant mail. 

Dieneces was nigh. Opfx-ess'd by shame. 
His downcast visage Menalippos hid 
From him, who chcerfitl thus....' Thoa need*st notbtoafa, 
Thoa hear'st thy father and the Icing conunaud 
What I suggested, thy depaitore hence. 
Trained by my care, a soldier thou retnin'st. 
Go, practise my instructions. Oft in fidda 
Of future conflict may thy prowess call 
Me to remembrance. Spare thy words. Farewell.'^ 

While snch contempt of life, such fervid zeal 
To die with glory, animate the Greeks, 
Far diff 'rent tlioughts possess Argestes' soul. 
Anuuse and mingled terror chiU hi» blood. 
Cold drops, distill'd from ev*ry pore, bedew 
His shiv'ring flesh. His bosom pants. His knees^ 
Yield to their burthen. Ghastly pale his cheeks ; 
j^ale are his lips, and trembling. Such the miuds 
Of slaves corrupt; on them the beauteous face 
Of virme turns to horror. But these words 
Fi'om Lacedtcmon's chief the wretch relieve.... 

' Return to Xerxes. Tell him, on this rock 
'Die Grecians, faithful to their ti-nst, await 
His chosen myriads. Tell him thoa hast seen 
How far the lust of empire is below 
A freebom spirit; that my death, which seals 
My country's safety, is indeed a boon 
His folly gives ; a precious boon, which Greece 
Will by perdition to his throne repay.' 

He said. The Persian hastens through the pass. 
Once more tlie stem Diomedon arose. 
Wrath overcast his forehead while he spake.... 

* Yet more must stay and bleed. Detested Thebes 
Ne'er sliall receive her traitors back. This spot 
Shall see their pei^dy aton'd by death. 
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F.v'n from that pow*r to which their abject hearts 

Have sacrific'd their faith. Nor dare to hoj*. 

Ye vile deserters of the public weal. 

Ye coward slaves, that, mingled ia ihe heaps 

Of genVoas victims to their country's good. 

You shall your shame conce.il. Whoe'er shall pass 

Aloiig this field of glorious slaiu, and mark 

For veneration ev'ry nobler corse. 

His heart, though warm in rapturous applause, 

Awhile shall curb the transport, to repeat 

His execralfons o'er sucIj impious heads. 

On whom that fate, to others yielding fame, 

Is infamy and vengeance.' Dreadful thus 

On the pale Thebans sentence he pronounc'd. 

Like Rhadamanthus, from ih' infernal seat 

Of jndgraent, which inexorably dooms 

The guilty dead to ever-dnring pain ; 

While Phlegethon his flaming volumes rolls 

Before their sight, and ruthless ftiries shake 

Their hissing serpents. All the Greeks assent 

In clam<?ur8, echoing through the concave rock. 

Forth Anaxander in th' assembly stood. 

Which he address'd with indignation feign'd. 

« If yet your clamours, Grecians, are allay'd, 
Ix> ! I appear before you to demand 
Why these my brave companions, who alone 
Among the Thebans, tlirough dissuading crowds, 
Their passage forc'd to join your camp, should bear 
The name of traitors? By an exiJ'd wretch 
W^e are tradnc'd ; by Demaratus driv'n 
From Spartan confines, who hath meanly souj^l.t 
Barbarian courts for shelter. Hath he drawn 
Snch virtues thence, that Sparta, who before 
Held hun unworthy of his native sway, 
Should trust him now, and doubt auxiliar friends? 
Tnjnrious man 1 We scorn the thoughts of flight. 
I>t Asia bring her numbers; unconstrain'd. 
We will confit)nt them, and for Greece expire' 

Thus in the garb of virtue he adorn'd 
Necessity. Laconia's king percdv'd^ 
Through all its fair disguise, the traitor's heart. 
So, when at first mankind in science rude 
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KeveiM the moon, as brig^ in native beams. 
Some sage wiio walk'd with naiere throng^ her wwics. 
By wisdcMn led, discern'd the varioos t>rb, 
!D«rk in itself, in fordgn splendoors dad. 

Leottidas concludes.^.* Ye Spartans, hear; 
Hear yon, O Oredans, in onr lot by dimoe 
Partakers, destin'd to enrol yoor names 
In time's eternal record, and enhance 
Yoar oowitry's lustre: lol the noontide blaze 
Inflames the broad horizon. Each retire ; 
Each in his tent invoke the pow^ of sleep. 
To brace bis vigonr, to enlarge his streng^ 
For long endurance, l^fien the son descends. 
Let each appear in arms. You, brave allies 
Of Ck>rinth, Phlim, and Mycenae's towers. 
Arcadians, Locrians, miut not yet depart. 
While we repose, embattled wait Retreat 
When we our tents abandon. I redgn 
To great O'ilens' son supreme command. 
Take my embraces, .Sschylns. The fleet 
Expects thee. To Hiemistodes report 
What thou hast seen and heard.' * O thrice farewell !' 
Th* Athenian answerM....* To yourselves, my friend^ 
Your virtues immortality secure. 
Your bright examples victory to Greece.' 

Retaining these injunctions, all dispert'd; 
While in his tent Leonidas remain'd 
Apart with Agis, whom he thus bespake.... 
' Yet in our fall the pond'rous hand of Greece 
Shall Asia feel. This Persian's welcome ta\^ 
Of us, inextricably doom'd her prey. 
As by the force of sorcery, will wrap 
Security around bar, will suppress 
All sense, all thought of danger. Brother, know 
That, soon as Cynthia from the vautt of heav*n 
Withdraws her fining lamp, .hroagh Asia's host 
Shall massacre and desolation rage. 
Yet not to base associates will I trust 
My vast design. Thdr perfidy might warn 
The unsuspecting foe, onr fairest fruits 
Of glory thus be widier'd. Ere we move. 
While, on rhe solemn sacrifice intent. 
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As LacedannQD^fl ancient laws ordain» 

Oar pray'rs we offer to the tuneliil nine. 

Thou whisper, through the willing ranks of Thebes, 

Slow, and in silence, to disperse and fly.' 

Now lell by Agis, on his conch recliu'd. 
The Spartan king tlios meditates alone.... 

* My fate is now impending. O my soal. 
What more auspicious period couldst thou cliooee 
For death thaii now, when, beating high in joy. 
Thou tdl'st me I am happy? If to live. 
Or die, as virtue dictates, be to know 
The purest bliss; if slie her charms displayi. 
Still lovely, still unfading, still serene. 
To youth, to age, to death ; whatever be 
Those other climes of happiness unchanged, 
"Which heaven in dark futurity conceals. 
Still here, O virtue, thou art all our gtxtd. 
Oh 1 what a black, unspeakable reverse 
Must the unrighteous, must the tyrant prove ; 
What in the struggle of departing day. 
When life's last glimpse, extinguishing, presents* 
Unknown, inextricable gloom? But how 
Can I explain the terrors of a breast 
Where gnilt resides? Leonidas, forego < 
The horrible conception, and again 
Within thy own feUcity retire; 
Bow -grateful down to him, who form'd thy mind- 
Of crimes unfruitful, never to admi^ ^ 

The black impression of a guilty thought. 
Else coukl I fearless, by delibVatc choice, 
Relinqni^ life ? This calm from minds dcpi*av'd' 
Is ever absent. Oft in them the force 
Of some prevailing passion for a time 
Suppresses fear. Precipitate they lose 
The sense of danger ; when dominion, wcdUh,- 
Or purple pomp, enchant the dazzled sight. 
Pursuing still the joys of life alone. 
But he, who calmly seeks a certain deaths 
When duty only, and the genVal good. 
Direct his courage, must a soul possess. 
Which, all content deducing from itself. 
Can, by unerring virtns's constant light, 

K 



194 LEON IDAS. 

IMscern when desUh is worthy of his choice. 
The man, thus great and happy, in tbe scope 
Of his large mind is slr^ch'd beyond his date. 
£v'n on this shore of bdng he in thongbt, 
Supremely bless'd/antieipateB the good, 
W'liich late posterity fh>m him deiives.' 
At length the hero^ meditations close. 
The swelling transport of his heart sabeide* 
In soft oblivion; and the silken phunea 
Of sleep envelope his esctended limbs. 
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BOOK XI. 



^f 9t6ument» 

XjeonidaSi rising btforetun-wtf dismisses thefbrces 
under the command of Medon; but, observing 
a reluctance in him to depart, reminds him qf 
his duty, and gives him an qffectionateJarcweU, 
He then relates to his oam select band a dream, 
which is interpreted by Megistias; arms himself, 
and marches, in procession rvifh his whole troop, 
to an altar newly raised on a neighbouring mea- 
dow; there offers a sacrifice to the muses; he in- 
vokes the assistance qf those goddesses ; he ani- 
mates his companions; then, placing himself at 
their head, leads them against the enemy in the 
dead qf the nigfU, 
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THE day was closing. Agis left his tent. 
He soaght iiis godlike brother. Him he fonnd 
Stretched o'er his tranquil couch. His looks rctaiu'd 
The cheerful tincture of his waking thoughts. 
To gladden sleep. So smile soil ev'uing skies. 
Yet streak'd with ruddy light, when summer's sans 
Have veil'd tlieir beaming foreheads. Transport fiil'd 
The eye of Agis; friendship swell'd his heart; 
His yielding knee in veneration bent; 
The hero's hand he kiss'd, then fervent thus.... 

* O excellence ineffable, receive 

This secret homage ; and may gentle sleep 
Yet longer seal tliine eyelids, that, unblara'd, 
I may fall down before thee.' He concludes 
In adoration of his (Hend divine. 
Whose brow the shades of sluniber now forsake. 
So, when the rising sun resumes his state. 
Some white-rob*d magus on Euphrates' side. 
Or Indian seer on Ganges, prostrate falls 
Before th' emerging glory, to salute . 
Tiiat radiant emblem of th' immortal mind. 

U.prise both heroes. From their tents in arms 
Appear tlic bands elect. The other Greeks 
Are filing homeward. Only Medon stops, ' 
Melissa's dictates he forgets awhile. 
All inattentive to the \%arning voice 
Of Meiiboju?, earnest he surveys 
Leonidas. "Such constancy of zeal 
In good Oileus' otfspring brings the sire 
To ftill remembrance in that solemn hotir. 
And draws these cordial accents from the king.... 

* Approach me, Locrian. In thy look I ti-ace 
Consummate faith and love. BOt, vers'd in arras. 
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Agalut tfiy gen'raPs orders woaldst ihoa atayf 

Go, prove to kind Oileos that my heart 

Of him was mindfkil, Dvhen the gates of deatli 

1 ban-'d i^iiut his son. Yon gallant Greeks, 

To thy oonunanding care fh>m mine transferr'dy 

Remove firom certain daagfater. Last repair 

To Lacedaemon. Thither lead thy sire. 

Say to lier senate, to her people tell. 

Here didst tlioa leave their coontrj'men and Idi^ 

On death reaolv'd, obedient to the laws.' 

The Locrian chief, restraining tears, replies..^ 
' My sire, left slamb'ring in the ialand-fene. 
Awoke no more.* ' Tlien joyful 1 shall meet 
Him soon,' the king made answer. ' Le^hy wortii 
Supply thy father's. Virtue Mds me die. 
Thee live. Farewell.* Now Medon's grief, o'ermwM 
By wisdom, leaves his I<»g-fluq>ended mind 
To firm decirion. He departs, prepar'd 
For all the dnties of a man, by deeds 
To prove himself the friend of Spaxta's king, 
Melissa's brother, and OKleos* son. 

The gen'rooa victims of die public weal. 
Assembled now, Leonidas salutes. 
His pregnant soul diabnrd'ning....' O, thrice luril! 
Surround me, Grecians; to my words attend.... 
This evening's sleep no sooner pres^ my brows, 
Hian o'er my head the empyreal form 
Of heav'n-enthron'd Alcides was displayed. 
I saw his magnitude divine. His voice 
I heard, his solenm mandate to arise. 
I rose. He bade me follow. I obey'd. 
A mountain's summit, dear'd fh>m mlrt or doad. 
We reach'd in silence. Suddenly the howl 
Of wolves and dogs, the vulture's piercing shriek^ 
The y»ll of ev'ry beast and bird of prey. 
Discordant grated on ray ear. I tarn'd. 
A surface liideons, delug'd o'er with blood. 
Beyond my view iliimitably stretch'd. 
One vast expanse of horror. There, supine. 
Of huge dimension, covering half the plain, 
A giant corse lay mangled, red with wounds, 
Delv'd in th' enormous flesh, whicb, bubbling, fed 
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Ten thoasuid thousand grisly beaks and jaws. 
Insatiably devouring. Mote I gaz'd ; 
"When ^m behind I heard a second sound, 
Uke surges tombling o'er a craggy shore. 
Again I tarn'd. An ocean there appear'd 
With riven keels and diroads, ii¥ith shiver'd oars, 
VTitb anns and welt'ring carcasses bestrewn, 
Inniuneroas. llie billows foam*d in blood. 
Snt where the waters, anobserv'd before. 
Between two adverse shores, contracting roU'd 
A stormy cnrrent, on the lieach forlmm 
One of majestic statnre I deacry'd. 
In oruamcnts imperial* Oft he bent 
On me his clouded eyeballs. Oft my name 
He sounded lath in ececrations loud ; 
Then rent his splendid garments; then his head 
In rage digested of its graceful hairs. 
Impatient now he ey'd a slender Aiff, 
>Vhich, mounted high on boisf rous waves, approach'd* 
With indignation, with reluctant grief, 
^ Once more bis sight reverting, he embark'd 
Amid the perils of the frowning deep. 
** O thou, by glorious actions rank'd in heav*n,*' 
I here exckdm'd, ** instruct me. Wltat produc'd 
This desolation?^ Hercules reply *d; 
** Let thy astonish'd eye again survey 
The scene thy soul abhorr'd." 1 kx>k'd. I saw 
A land where plenty with disporting hands, 
Poor'd all the fruits of Amalthea's horn ; | 

"Where bloom'd the olive ; where the clnst'ring vine 
Withber broad foliage mantled ev'ry hill; j 

Where Ceres with exuberance enrob'd 

The pregnant bosoms of the fields in gold ; | 

Where spacious towns, whose circuits proud contaln'd 
The dazzling wwks of wealth, along the banks 
Of copious rivers shew'd th^r stately toVrs, j 

The strength and splendour of the peopled land. 
'Then in a moment clouds obscnr'd my view ; 
At once all vanished from my waking eyes.* 

' Thrice I salute the omen,' loud began 
The sage Megistias. ' In tliia mystic dream 
I we my country's victories. The land. 
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The deop, Aall own her tiiampbs; wbflc the feaw 

Qf Asa and of Libya shaU deplore 

Their offspiing, caat before the vnltore's beak 

And ev'iy monstrous native of the main. ' 

These J(^oos fields of plenty pictore Greece, 

Enrich'd by conquest and Barbarian spoils. 

He, whom thon saVst, in regal vesture clad. 

Print on the sand bis soliury step, 

Is Xei xos, foii'd and fugitive.' So spake 

The rev'rend angur. Ev'ry bosom felt 

Kuthosiastic raptare, joy beyond 

AU sense and all conception, but of those 

Who die to save their countiy. Here again 

Th' exulting band Leonidas address'd.... 

* Since happiness fh)m virtue is derived.... 
Who for his country dies, that moment proves 
Most happy, as most virtuous. Such onr lot. 
But go, Megbtias; instantly prepare 
The sacred fuel, and the victim due. 
That to the muses (so by Sparta's law 
W'e are enjoln'd) our ofi 'rings may be paid 
Before we march. Remember, from the rites 
liCt ev'ry sound be absent; not the fife, 
Not ev'n the music-breathing flute, be beard. 
Meantime, ye leaders, ev'ry band instruct 
To move in silence.' Mindful of their charge, 
Tlie chiefs depart. Leonidas provides 
His various armour. Agis close attends. 
His best assistruit. Firet a breastplate arms 
The spacious chest. O'er this the hero sprearls 
The mailed cuirass, ft-om his shoulders hun^ 
A shining belt infolds his miglity loins. 
Next, on his stately temples he erects 
The plumed helm; then grasps his pond'roos ddeld; 
Where» nigh the centre, on projecting brass, 
Th' inimitable artist had emboss'd 
The shape of great Alcides, whom to gain 
Two goddesses contended. Pieasure here 
Won, by soft wiles, th' attracted eye; and there 
The form of Virtue dignify'd the scene. 
In her majestic sweetness was displayed 
The mind sublime and happy. Rx>mherHp» 
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Seem*d eloquence to flow. In look serene. 
But fix*!! iutencely on the son of Jove, 
She wav'd her hand, where, winding to the skies. 
Her paths ascended. On the snnunit stood. 
Supported by a trophy near to heaven. 
Fame, and protended her eternal tramp. 
The yoatfa, attentive to her wisdom, own'd 
The prevalence of Virtue; while his eye, 
nird by thj^ spirit which redeem'd the world 
From tyraany and monatn^ darted flames, 
Kot uudescry'd by Pleasure, where she lay 
Beneath a goq;eous canopy. Around 
Were flow'reCs strewn, and wantonly in rilla 
A fount meanderM. All relax'd her limbs ; 
>jor wantiog yet solidtude to gain. 
What lost she fear'd, as straggling with despair. 
She seem'd collecting ev'ry pow'r to charm : 
Bxcess of sweet allurement she ditfus'd 
In vain. Still Virtue sway'd Alcldes' mind. 
Hence all his labours. Wroo^t with varyM ait, 
The shield's external surface they enrich'd. 

This portraiture of glory on his arm 
I^eonidas displays, and, tow'ring, strides 
From his pavilion. Ready are the bands. 
The chiefs assume their station. Torches blaM 
Through ev'ry file. All now in silent pace 
To join in solemn sacrifice proceed. 
Ilrst Polydoras bears the haliow'd knife. 
The sacred salt and barley. At his side 
Diomedon sustains a wei^ty mace. 
The priest, Megistias, follows like the rest 
lu polish'd armour. White as wioter's fleece, 
A fillet round his shining helm reveals 
The sacerdotal honours. By the horns. 
Where laurels twine, with Alpheus, Maron leads 
The consecrated ox. Andlol behind 
Leonidas advances. Never he 
In such transcendent majesty was seen, « 

And his own virtue never so enjoy'd. 
Successive move Dieneoes the brave ; 
In hoary state Demophilua ; the bloom 
Of Ditbyrambos, glowing in the hope 

K8 
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Of ftitnre pndse ; the gec'roos Apa next, 
S«fne and graceful; la^t the Theban cfakf?. 
Repining ignominioaa; then slow nuuxh 
Tlie troops, all mate, nor shake their brazen aiuis. 

Kot from Ihennopjfls remote, the hills 
Of Oeta, yielding to a frnitftil dale, 
AVithin their aide, half-circling, had enclosM 
A fair expanse in. verdnre smooth. The bounds 
Were edg'd by wood, o'erlook'd by snowy cliffs, 
Which firom the clouds bent, frowning. Down a rode. 
Above the loftiest smumit of the grove, 
A tumbling torrent wore the shagged stone; 
Thai, gleaming throng^ the intervals of shade. 
Attained the valley, where the level stream 
Diffus'd refteshment. On its banks the Greeks 
Had rais'd a rustic altar, fram'd of tnrf. 
Broad was the surface, high in piles of wood. 
All interspersed with laore). Pnrer deem'd 
Than river, lake, or foontain, in a vase 
Old Ocean's briny element was plac'd 
Before the altar ; and of wine anmis^d 
Capacioas goblets stood. Megistias now 
His helm uoloosen'd. With his snowy head 
Uncover'd, round the solemn pile he trod. 
He shook a branch of laurel, scattering wide 
The sacred moi^tu^e of the main. His hand 
Next on the altar, on the victim strew'd 
The mingled salt and barley. O'er tlie horns 
IV inverted cliaUce, foaming from the grape, 
Discharg'd a rich libation. Then approach'd 
• Diomedon. Megistias gave the dgn. 
Down sunk the victim by a deathfol stroke, 
Nor groan'd. The augur bury'd in the throat 
His hallow'd steel. A purple current; flow d. 
Now smok'd the structure, now it flam'd abroad 
In sudden splendour. Deep in drcling ranks 
The Grecians preas'd. Each held a sparkling brand ; 
The beaming lances intermix'd : the helm?, 
Tlie bnrnishVi armour multiply'd the blaze. 
Leonidas drew nigh. Before the pile 
His feet he plaiited. From his brows remov'd^ 
The casque to /igis he coosign'd; his shield. 
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His spear, to Dithyrambos; then, his arms 
£xtending, forth in supplication broke... 

* Harmonious daughters of Olympian JovCy 
Who, on the top of Helicon ador'd. 
And hi^ Parnassus, with delighted ears 
Send to the warble of Castalia's stream, 
Of Aganippe's murmur, if flrom thence 
We must invoke your presence, or along 
The neighb'ring mounfedns with propitious steps 
If now yon grace your consecrated bow'rs, 
I>ook down, ye Muaes; nor disdain to jtand 
£Hch an immortal witness of our fete* 
But with you bring fair Liberty, whom Jove 
And you must honour. Let hur sacred eyes 
Approve her dying Grecians; let her voice 
In exaltation tell the earth and heav'ns 
These are her sons. Then strike your tnnefiil shells* 
Kecord us guardians of our parents' age, 
Our matrons' virtue, and onr children's bloom. 
The glorious bulwarks of our country's laws, 
'Who shall ennoble the historian's page. 
Shall on the joyous festival inspire 
With loilier strains the virgin's choral song. 
Then, O celestial maids, on yonder camp 
I<et night sit heavy. Let a sleep like death 
Weigh down the eye of Asia. O infuse 
A cool, untroubled spirit in onr breasts, 
Which may in silence guide our daring feet. 
Control our fury, nor by tumult wild 
Tlie friendly dark affright, till dying groans 
Of sUughter'd tyrants into horror wake 
The midnight calm ; then turn destruction loose. 
Let terror, let confusion, rage around ; 
In one vast niin heap the barb'rous ranks. 
Their horse, their chariots. Let the spuming «teed 
Imbrue his hoofs in blood, the shatter'd cars 
Crush with their brazen weight the prostrate necks 
" Of chiefs and kings, encircled, as tliey fall. 
By nations slain. Ton, countrymen and friends, 
My last commands retain* Your genVal's voice - 
Once more salutes you, not to rouse the brave. 
Or minds resolv'd and- dauntless to confirm. 
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Too well bf this expiriBf blase I see 
Impatient valour flash fh>in er'ry eye. 
O temper well that ardour, and yoor tips 
Close oa the rising transport. Mark how sleep 
Hath folded millions in its^lack embrace. 
Vo sound is walled flrom th* nnnnmber'd foe. 
The winds themselves are silent. All conspires 
To diis great sacrifloe, where thoosands soon 
Sball only wake to die. Their crowded train 
This night periiaps to Plnto*s dreary shades 
Ev'n Xerxes* ghost may lead, nnless reserved 
From this destmcdon to lammt a doom 
Of more disgrace, when Greece oonfoands that powV 
Which we will shake. Bnt look, the setting moon 
Shots <m onr darksome paths her waning horns. 
J^t each his bead distingnish by a wreidh 
Of well-eam*d lanrel. Then the victim share. 
Then crown the goblet. Take yoor last repast ; 
With your forefiithers, and the heroes old. 
Yon next will banqnet in the blessed abodes.* 

Here ends their leader. Ihroagh th* encirding crowtl 
The agitation of their spears denotes 
High ardonr. So the spiry growth of pines 
Is rocked, when Molm in eddies winds 
Among their stately tmnks on PelioB*s brow. 
The Acarnanian seer distribates swift 
The sacred laurel. Snatdi'd in eager zeal. 
Around each helm the woven leaves unite 
Their glossy verdure to the floating plumes. 
Then is the victim portioned. In the bowl 
Tlien flows the vine*s empurpled stream. Aloof 
The Theban train, in wan dejection mute. 
Brood o'er their shame, or cast afirighted looks 
On that determined courage which, unmovM 
At fate's approach, with cheerfbl lips could taste 
The sparkling goblet, could in joy partake 
That last, that glorions banqnet. £v*n the heart 
Of Anaxander had forgot its wiles, 
Bisnembling fear no longer. Agis here, 
Kegardfnl ever of the king's command. 
Accosts the Theban chiefis in whispers thus...^ 

' Xeonldas permits y<Ni to retire. 
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inrhile on the rites of sacrifice emj^oy'd, 

l^one heed your motions. Separate, and fly 

In silent pace.' This heard, th* inglorious troop, 

Their files dissolving, frcm the rest withdraw. 

XJnaeen they monkler Arom the host, like snow. 

Freed from the rigour of constraining frost ; 

Soon US the sun exerts his orient beam. 

The transitory landscape melts in rills 

Away ; and structures, which delude the eye. 

Insensibly are lost. The solemn feast 

VTas now concluded. Now Laconia's king 

Had reassnm'd his arms. Before bis step 

The crowd roll backward. In their gladdened sig^t 

His crest, illnroin'd by uplifted brands, 

Its purple splendour shakes. The towVing oak 

Thus from a lofty promontory waves 

His majesty of verdure. As with joy 

The sailors mark his heav'n-ascending pride. 

Which from a£ar directs their foamy course 

Along the pathless ocean; so the Greeks 

In transport gaze, as down their opening ranks 

The king proceeds ; from whose superior frame 

A soul like thine, O Phidias, might conceive. 

In Parian marble or effulgent brass. 

The form of great Apollo ; when the god. 

Won by the pray'rs of man's afflicted race. 

In arms forsook his Indd throne, to pierce 

The monster Python in the Delphian vale. 

Close by the hero Polydorus waits, 

To guide destruction through the Asian tents. 

As the young eagle near his parent's side 

In wanton flight essays his vigVons wing. 

Ere long with her to penetrate the clouds. 

To dart impetuous on the fleecy train. 

And dye his beak in gore ; by Sparta's king 

The injur'd Polydorus thus prepares 

Hii arm for death. He feasts his angry soul 

On promu'd vengeance. His impatient thonghto 

Ev'n now transport him furious to tlie seat 

or his long sorrows, not with fetter'd hands. 

Bat now once more a Spartan, with his spear, 

Ilii shield, reator'd, to lead his country's bands. 
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And with them devastation. Kor die rest 

Neglect ko form. Thick-rang'J, the helmets blend 

The varioas plomes, as interiuiugliiig oaks 

Combine their foliage in Dodona's grove ; 

Or as the cedars on the Syrian hills 

Their shady textare spread. Once more the king. 

O'er all the phalanx his consid'rate view 

Extending, through the mddy gteam descries 

One face of gladness; bat the godlike van 

lie most contemi^tes: Agi^i, Aiphcns thane, 

Megtstias, Maron, with Piataea's chief, 

Dieneccsy Demophilos, are seen 

AVith Thespians youth : nor tliey their steady sight 

"From his remove, in speechless transport bound 

By love, by veneration, till th«y hear 

His last injunction. To their diflTrenC posts 

They separate. Instant on the dewy torf 

Are caat tW extingaish'd bramls. On all aronnd 

Drops sadden darkness; on die wood, the hill. 

The snowy ridge, the vale, the silver stre^ira. 

It verg'd on midnight. Tow'rd the hostile camp. 

In march compos'd and silent, down the pass 

The phalanx mov*d. £ach patient bosom hosh'd 

In struggling spirit, nor in whispers breath'd 

Thfe rapturous ai'door virtue tli^n inspir'd. 

So lowering clouds along th' ethereal void. 

In slow expansion, from the gloomy north 

Awhile suspend their hoiTors, destined soon 

To blaze in lightnings, and to burst in storms. 
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LeorUdtu and the Grecians penetrate through the 
Persian camp to the very pavilion of Xerxes, 
tcho avoids destruction by flight. The Barbari- 
ans are slaughtered in great multitudes, and 
tfteir camp is set on fire. Leonidas conducts his 
tnen in good order back to ThcrmopyUe; en- 
gages the Persians who were desceruied ftom the 
hills; and, c^er nujnberless proojls of superior 
strength and valaur, sinks down covered toUh < 
toounds, and expires the last qfaU the Grecian 
commanders. 



A 



LEONIDAS. 



BOOK XII. 

CROSS th' unguarded bound of Asia's camp 
Slow pass the Grecians. Through innum'rous tento. 
Where all is mute and tranquil, ihey pursue 
Their march sedate. Beneath tlie leaden hand 
Of sleep lie millions motionless and deaf, 
Kor dream of fate's approach. Their wary foea. 
By Polydorus guided, still proceed. 
Ev'n to the ceutre of th' extensive host 
TTiey pierce unseen; when lo! tl»' imperial tent 
Yet distant rose before them. Spreading round 
Th' augtxst pavilion, was an ample space 
For thousands in arrangement. Here a band 
Of chosen Persians, watchful o'er the king. 
Held their nocturnal station. As the hearts ^ 
Of anxious nations, whom th' unsparing sword 
Or famine tlu-eaten, tremble at the sight 
Of fear^ngender'd phantoms in the sky, 
Aerial hosts amid the clouds array'd. 
Portending wo and death ; the Persian guard 
In equHl consternation now descry'd 
The glimpse of hostile armour. All disband. 
As if auxiliar to his favonr'd Greeks, 
Pan held their banner, scall'ring from its folds 
Fear and conflision, which to Xerxes' couch, 
Swiit-winged, fly ; thence shake the gen'ral camp,' 
Wliose numbers issue naked, pale, unarm'd, 
"Wild in amazement, blinded by dismay. 
To ev'ry foe obnoxious. In the breasts 
Of thousands, gor'd ut once, the Grecian steel 
Reeks in destruction. Deluges of blood 
Float o'er the field, and foam around the heap* 
Of wretches slain, unconscious of the hand 
"Which wastes their belpieas mnltitude. Amaze* 
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Affright, digtraction, from his pillow chase 
The lord of Asia, who in thoagfaC beholds 
United Greece in arms. Hiy lust of pow'r ! 
Thy hope of g^oiy I whither a^e they tkovm. 
With all thy poipp? In this disastroos hour 
What coDld avail th' immeasorable range 
Of thy proad camp, save only to conceal 
Thy trembling steps, O Xerxes, while tfaoa fiy'Mt 
To thy deserted conch, vrith other looks. 
With other stepv, Leonidas is nigh. 
Before him terror strides. Gigantic death 
And desolation at his side attend. 

The vast pavilion's empty space, where lamps 
Of gold shed lig^t and odonrs, now admits 
The hero. Ardent throngs bdund him press. 
But miss their victkn. To the ground are hnrrd 
The glitfi-ing ensigns of imperial state. 
Tlie diadem, the sceptre, late ador'd 
Through boundless kingdoms, underneath tbeir feet^ 
In raingl^ rage and scorn, the warriors cnishy 
A'sacrifice to freedom. Hiey retarn 
Again to form. Leonidas exalts 
For new destrnction hu re»stless spear; 
When doable darkness soddenfy descends. 
The clonds, condensing, intercept the stars. 
Black o'er the fkurow'd main the raging east 
In whirlvvinds sweeps tiie surge. The coasts reaoaod. 
The cavern'd rocks, the crashing forests, roar. 
Swift through the camp the hurricane impels 
Its rude career; when Asia's numbers, veil'd 
Amid tlie sheU'ring horrors of &e storm. 
Evade the victor's lance. The Grecians halt ; 
While to their gen'ral's pregnant mind occurs 
A new attempt and vast. Perpetual fire 
Beside the tent of Xerxes, from tiie honr 
He lodged his standards on the Malian plains. 
Had shone. Among his Magi, to adore 
Great Horomazes was the m<niarch wont 
Before the sacred light. Hnge piles of wood 
Lay nigh, prepar'd-to feed the constant flame* 
On living embers these are cast. So wills 
Leonidas. The phalanx then divides. 
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Four troops are form'd, by DHbyrambos led, 
IBy Alfriiens, by -Diomedon. The last 
X-Iimself ooadncts. The word is giv'n. They seize 
The burning fael. Sparkling in the wind, 
X>efltnictive fire Is brandisb'd. All, enJoiuM 
T^o reassemble at the regal tent, 
^By various paths the hostile camp invade. 

Now devastation, nnconfin'd, involves 
*!rbe Malian fields. Among Barbarian tents, 
'From diflTrent stations, fly consnroing flames. 
Tlie Greeks afford no respite; and the storm 
lExasperates the blaze. To ev^ part 
GThe conflagration like a sea expands. 
One waving sorflice of mibomided fire. 
In mddy volomes moant the cnrling flames 
To heavVs dark vanlt, and paint the midnight clouds. 
So, when the north emits his purpled lights. 
The undulated radiance, streaming wide. 
As with a burning canopy, iirvests 
Tb' ethereal concave. Oeta now disclosed 
His forehead, glitfring in eternal fl!-ost, 
"While down his rocks the foamy torrents riione* 
Far o*er the main the pointed rays were thrown ; 
Night snatch'd her mantle ftt>m the ocean's breast; 
The billows glimmer'd tram the distant shores. 

Bat lo 1 a pillar hnge of smoke ascends, 
Whidi overshades the field. There horror, there 
L.ecMiidas, presides. Command he gave 
To Folydoms, who, exnitiqg, shew'd 
Where Asia's horse and warlike cars possessM 
A crowrled station. At the hero's nod 
Devouring Vulcan riots on the stores 
Of Ceres, empty'd of the ripenM grain. 
On all the tribate from her meadows brown. 
By rich Thessalia rendered to the scythe. 
A flood of fire envelopes ail the groand. 
The cordage bursts aroand die blazing tents. 
Down sink the roofs on raffocated throng*, 
Close-wedged by fear. The Libyan chariot boras. 
Th' Arabian camel and the Persian steed 
Boond throngh a barning delnge. Wild with pain. 
They shake their singed manes. Their madding hoofli 
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Dash tlironjgh the blood of thoasands, mixM ^di (Lsma, 
Which rage, augmented by the whirlwind's blast. 

Meautime the aceptred lord of half the globe 
From tent to tent precipitates his Hight. 
Dispersed are all his satraps. Pride herself 
Shuns his dejected brow. Despair aloae 
'Wait-' on th' iuiperial fugitive, and shews 
As round the camp his eye, distracted, rores, 
!No liivits to dtStractioD. Now is seen 
Aarora, mounting from her eastern hill 
In rosy sandals, and with dewy locks. 
The winds sabade before her ; darkness flies ; 
A stream of light proclaims the cheerful day, 
■Which sees at Xerxes' tent the conqnVing bauds, 
Ail reunited. What could fortune more 
To aid the valiant, what to gorge revenge? 
Lo ! desolation oVr the adverse host 
Hath empty'd all her terrors. Ev*n tiie hand 
Of languid slaughter dropt the crimson steel; 
Kor nature longer can sustain the toil 
Of unremitted conquest. Yet what powV 
Among tliese sons of Liberty rcvivM 
Their drooping waimih, new-strung their nerves, n- 

call'd 
Their weary'd swords to deeds of brighter fame? 
What, but th' inspiring hope of glorious death 
To crown their kibours, and th' auspicious look 
Of their heroic chief, which, still nnchang'd, 
Still in superior majesty, d^lar'd 
"So toil had yet relaxed his matchless strength, 
Nor worn the vigour of his godlike soul. • 

Back to the pass, in gentle march, he leads 
Th' embattled wairiors. They behind the shrubs. 
Where Mcidn sent such numbers to the shades, 
In ambush lie. The tempest is o'erblown. 
Soft breezes only from the Malian wave 
O'er each grim face, besmear'd with smoke and gore, 
Their cool refreshment breathe. The healing gale, 
A crystal rill near Oeta's verdant feet. 
Dispel the languor from their harass'd nerves. 
Fresh brac'd by strength returning. O'er tlieir heads, 
Lo! iu fall bi'azc of majesty appears 
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Iclissa, bearing io her faasd divine 

V eternal guardian of illastrions deedji, 

lie sweet Phoebean lyre. Her graccfal train 

>f white-rob'd virgins, seate<l on a range 

Jalf down the clitf, overshadowing die Greeks, 

kU with concordant strings and accents clear, 

i torrent poor of melody, and swell 

k high, triumphal, solemn, dirge of praise, 

Anticipating fame. Of endless joys 

n blcss'd Elysium was the song....' Go, meet 

.ycnrgns, Solon, and Zaieucus sage, 

jet them salute the children of their laws. 

tieet Homer, Orpheus, and th' Ascraean bard^ 

Vho, with a spirit of ambrosial food 

lcfin*d and more exalted, shall contend 

four splendid fate to warble through the bow'rs 

)f amaranth and myrtle, ever young. 

Like your renown. Your ashes we will cult. 

n yonder fane deposited, your urns, 

!)ear to the Mnscs, shall our lays inspire. 

iVliatever offerings genius, science, art, 

Zan dedicate to virtue, shall be yours. 

Hie gifts of all the Muses, to transmit 

f on on th* enliven'd canvass, marble, brass, 

n wiadom\i volume, in the poet's song, 

n ev'ry tongue, through ev'ry age and clim** ; 

Ton of this earth tlie brightest flow'rs, not ci opt, 

[V^i^lanted only to immortal bloom 

>f praise with men, of happiness wilji gods.' 

llie Grecian valour on religiAi's flame, 
To ecstaf^ is wafted. Death is nigh. 
\s by the Graces fashion'd, he appears 
\ beauteous form. His adamantine gate 
s half nnfolded. All in transport catch 
\ glimpse of immortality. Elate 
n rapturous delusion, tliey believe 
That to behold and solemnize their fate, 
Phc goddesses are present on the hiils 
A'ith celebrating lyres. In tboiight serene 
Leonidas the kind deception bless'd, 
Vor undeceiv'd liis soldiers. After all 
[V inceflBanl labours of thu horrid ni^vt. 
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Throcq^ Uood, throns^ flames, contina'd, he prcparet 
In (H-der'U battle to confront the pow*rs 
Of ilyperauthes Arom the upper straits. 

>iot long the Greeks in eiqiectation wait 
Impatient. Sadden, with tamaitaous diobta, 
like Nile's nide cnrrent, whei%, in deaTning roar. 
Prone from the steep of Eiephantis, falls 
A sea of waters, Uyperanthes poors 
His chosen nambers on the Grecian camp 
Down fkrom the hills precipitant. No foes 
He fiads. Tlie Thebans Join him. In his van 
They march conductors. On the Persians roU« 
In martial thunder, throa|^ the sounding paas. 
They issue forth, impetuous, from it^ mouth. 
That moment Sparta's leader gave the sign; 
When, as th' impulsive ram in f<Mroefnl sway 
Overturns a nodding rampart from its baae, 
. And strews a town with ruin, so the band 
Of serr/d hei-ocs down the Malian steep. 
Tremendous depth, the mix'd tmttalions swept 
Of Thebes and Persia. There no waters flow*d. 
Abrupt and naked, all was rock beneath. 
Leoniclas, incens'd, with grappling strength 
Dash'd Anaxander on a pointed crag; , 
Ck>mp06'd, then gave new orders. At the word 
Hb phalanx, wheeling, penetrates the pass. 
Aatonish'd Persia stops in full career. 
Ev'n Hyperanthes brinks In wonder back. 
Confusion drives fresh numbers from the altore. 
ITie Malian ooze o'erwhelas theih. Sparta's king 
Still presses forward, till an open breadth 
Of tilty paces yields his front extent 
To proffer battle. Hyperantlies soon 
Kecals his warriore, disnpates their fears. 
Swift on the great Leonidas a clond * 

Of darts are showVd. Th' encountering armies dote. 

Who first, sublimest hero, felt thy arm! 
What rivers heard along their echoing banks 
Thy name, in curses sounding from the lips 
Of noble mothers, wailing for then: sons? 
What towns with empty monuments were fill'd 
For those whom thy unconquerable sword 
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*riiifl clay to VQltnres caatY first Beams died, 
A haughty satrap, whose tyrannic sway 
X>espoird Hyrcaoia of her golden sheaves. 
And laid her fore^ waste. For him the bees 
Among the branches interwove their sweets; 
'For him the fig was ripen'd, and the vine 
Jn rich profusion o'er the goblet foara'd. 
Ilien Dinis bled. On Hermus' ride he reign'd ; 
I-Ie long assidnous, anavaiting, woo'd 
Xh« martial qaeen of Caria. She disdain'd 
A lover's soft comphtint. Her rigid ear 
"Was fram'd to watch the tempest while it rag'd. 
Her eye accostom'd <m the rolling deck 
Xo brave the targid billow. Near the shore 
She DOW is present in her pinnace light, 
The spectacle of glory crowds her breast 
With different passions. Valiant, she applauds 
The Grecian valour ; faithftil, she laments 
I^er sad presage of Persia; prompts her son 
To emulation of the Greeks in arms, « 
And of herself in loyalty. By fate 
Is she reserved to signalize that day 
Of ftatnre shame, when Xerxf« most behold 
The blood of nations overflow his decks. 
And to their bottom tinge the briny floods 
Of Salamis; whence she with Ana fli?s. 
She only not inglorious. Low reclines 
Her lover now, on Hermus to repeat 
Ifer name no more, nor tell the vocal groves 
His fruitless sorrows. Next Maduces fell, 
A Paphlagoniah. Bora amid the sound 
Of chafing surges, and the roar of winds, 
H« o*er th' inhospitable Euxine foam 
VTas wont, tVom high Carambis' rock, to ken 
Ill-fated keels, which cat the Pontic stream ; 
Then, with his dire associates, through the deep 
Por spoil and slaughter guide his savage prow. 
Him dogs will rend ashore. From Medus tiar, 
Tbeir native current, two bold brothers died, 
Sisamnes and Tithraustes, potent lords 
Of rich domains. On these Mithrines grey, 
Cilician Friiice« lilaeus, who had left 
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The balmy fragrance of Arabia's fields, 
Wiih Babylonian Tenagon expir'd. 

Tlie growing carnage Hy|ieranthes views 
Indignant, fierce in vengi^fnl ardoar strides 
Ag linrt t!ie victor. Each his lance protends. 
But Asia's numbers ijiterpose their shields, 
Soliuiioiia to guard a prince rcver'd : 
Or thither forluue whelm'd tlie lifle of war. 
His term protracting for aagniented fame. 
So two proud ve:>aei8, lab'ring on the foam, 
Present for battle tbeir destructive beaks; 
>Vheu riAgy seas, by hurricanes uptorn. 
In mountainous commotion dash between, 
And either <leck, in black'ning tempest veil'd, 
Wart from its distant foe. Mote fiercely bum'd 
Tliy Rpirit, mighty Spartan. Such dismay 
Kclax'd thy foes, tliat each Barbarian heart 
Rc.oign'd all hopes of victory. The steeds 
Of day were climbing their meridian height. 
Contiuu'd shouts Qf onpet fh)m the pass 
Resounded o'er tlie plain. Artuchus heard. 
When first the spreading tumult had alarm'd 
His distant quarter, atartuig from repose. 
He down the valley of Spercheos rush'd. 
To aid his regal master. Asa's camp 
He found the seat of terror and despair. 
As in some fraitt'ul clime, which late hath known* 
The rage of winds and floods, although the aorm 
Be heard no longer, and the delnge fled. 
Still o'er the wasted region nature mourns 
In melancholy silence; througli the grove 
With prostrate glories lie the stately oak. 
Til' uprooted elm and beach; the plain is spread 
With fragments, swept from villages o'crthi-OMii ;: 
Around the pasttircs, flocks, and herds are cast 
In dreary piles of death : so Persia's host. 
In terror mute, one boniidless scene displays 
Of devastation. -IIali-dcvour*d by fire. 
Her tall pavilions and her martial cars 
Defonn the wide encampment. Here in trnrc 
Her prinw'R welter, nanriess thousands thwe, 
Kot victims all to Greeks, In gasping heapi 
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Barbarians, mangled by Barbarians, ahe^d 
The wild conftision of th^^direftil night, 
'When, wanting signala, and a leader's care. 
They mflh'd on mntoal sUoghter. Xerxei^ teut 
On its exalted aiunnilt, when the dawn 
First atreak'd the orient sky, was wont to bear 
The golden form of Mitfara, clos'd between 
Two Indd crystals. This tiie gen'ral host 
Observed, their awAil signal to arrange 
In arms complete, and nomberiess to watch 
Their monardi's rising. This conspicnoos Maie 
Artachas places in th' aocnston'd seat. 
As, after winds have ruffled by a storm 
The plumes of darkness, when her welcome face 
The momiug lifts serene, each wary swain 
Collects his flock dispeni'd.; the neigliiDg steed. 
The herds forsake their dielter ; all return 
To well-known paatnrea, and finequented streams; 
So now this cheering signal on the tent 
Revives each leader. rVom inglorious fliglit 
Their scatter'd bauds they call, their wonted groand 
Resume, and hail Artuchus. From their swahns 
A force he culls. Thermopylae he seeks. 
Fell shouts in horrid dissonance precede. 
His phalanx swift Le<Hiidas commands 
To circle backward from the Maijan bay. 
Their order changes. Now, hair^NrbHl, they stand 
By Oeta's fence jH^otected from behind. 
With either flank united to the rock. 
As by th' excelling architect dispos'd 
To shield some ha^en, a stupendous mole. 
Framed of the grove and quarry's mhigled strengths 
In ocean's bosom penetrjtfes afar; 
There, pride of art, immovable it looks 
On Eolus and Neptune; there defies 
Those potent gods comMn'd: unyielding thus. 
The Grecians stood a solid mass of war 
Against Artuchua, join'd with numbers new 
To Hypcranthes. In the foremost rank 
lieonidas his dreadful station hekl. 
Around him soon a spacious void was seen^i 
By fli|^t or slaughto- in the Persian van, 
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In genVoiM diamc and wrath Artn^as bona, 
Diadbarpng flill at LAcedseni<m's chief 
An iroD-Btodded maoe. It glanc'd aside, 
Tnm*d by the maasy buckler. Proiie to earth 
TIk satrap feil. Alcander aun'd his point, 
"Which had traniAi'd him prostrate on the rock. 
But for th' immediate socooor he obtained 
From fiiithftil strtdiers, liftiog on their diielda 
A cUef belov'd. Not soch Akander^ lot. 
An arrow woonds his heart. Sapine he lies. 
The only Thehan who to Greece prcsenr'd 
Unviolated faith. Physician sage. 
On pure Cithseron healing herbs to can 
Was he aceustom'd, to expatiate o^er 
The Heiic(mian pastures, ^ere no plants 
Of poison spring, of joice salabrioos all, 
Which vipers, winding in tliehr verdant track, 
Ddnk, and expel the venom from their tooth. 
Dipt in the sweetness of that soil divine. 
On him the brave Artontes sinks in death, 
Renown'd throng wide Bithynia, ne'er again 
The clam'rons rites of Cybel^ to share ; 
While echo mormnrs throng the hollow caves 
Of Berecynthian Dindymns. The strength 
Of Alphens sent him to the shades of night. 
Ere from the dead was disengag'd the spear, 
Hnge Abradates, glorying in his mi|^t, 
Sarpaasing all of Cisdan race, advanc'd 
To grapple ; planting firm his foremost step. 
The victor's throat he grasp'd. At Nenea's games 
The wrestler's chaplet Alpheus had obtain'd. 
He sommons all his art. Obliqae the stroke 
Of his swift foot sopplants the Fenian's heel. 
He, fialltng, clings by Alpheus' neck, and drags 
.His foe npon him. In the Spartan's back 
Enrag'd Barbarians fix their thuonging spears. 
To Abradates' chest the weapons pass; 
They rivet both in death. This Maron sees. 
This Polydorus, frowning. Victims, strewn 
Before their vengeance, hide their brother^ ooraa^ 
. At length the gen'rous blood of Maron warms 
The sword of IlyperantUes. On the spear 
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Of PoIyd<Nriu ftlb the ponderous ax 

Of Sacian Mardns. From the yielding wood 

The steely point is aever'd. Uudiamay'd^ 

The Spartan stoops to rear the knotted mace 

I<eft by Artachos; bat thy fatal blade, 

Abrocomes, that dreadful instant watch'd 

To rend his op'ning side. Uoconqaer'd still. 

Swift he discharges on the Sacian's front 

A ponderous blow, which burst the scattered brain. 

Down his own limbs meantime a torrent flow* 

Of vital crimson. SmiUug, be reflects 

On sorrow finish'd, on his Spartan name. 

Renewed in lostre. Sadden to his side 

Springs Dithyrambos. Iliroogh th' uplifted arm 

Of Mindos, pointing a malignant dart 

Against the dying Spartan, he impelled 

His spear. The point, with violence unspent, 

TJi^d bywch vigour, reached the Persian's tluroat 

Above his corselet. Polydoros stretch'd 

Plis languid hand to Thespia's firiendty youth. 

Then boVd his head in everlasting peace ; 

"While Mindos, wasted by his streaming wound. 

Beside him taints and dies. In flow'ring prime . 

He, lord of Colchis, from a bride was torn. 

His tyrant's hasty mandate to obey. 

She tow'rd the Euxine sends her plaintive sighs ; 

She wooB in tender piety the winds ; 

Vain is their fevour ; they can never breathe 

On his returning sail. At once a crowd 

Of eager Persians seize the victor's spear. 

One of hb nervous hands retains it fost. 

Hie other bears his falchion. Wounds and death 

He scatters round. Sosarmes feels his arm 

JLopt from the Moulder. Zatis leaves entwin'd 

His fingers round the long-disputed lance. 

On Mardon's reins descends the pond'rous blade, ' 

Which half divides his body. Pherou strides 

Across the pointed ash. His weight o'ercomes 

The weary'd Thespian, who resigns his hold. 

But cleaves th' elate Barbarian to the brain. 

Abrocomes darts forward, shakes his steel. 

Whose lightning threatens death. The wary Greek 



220 LE0N1BA& 

Wards with his swwrd the well-direoled airoke^ 
Then, ekniiig, throws the Fenian. Now what aid 
Of mortal force, or interpoafaig heav*!!, 
Fresenres the eastern hero f Lo! the friend 
Of Teiibaxas. Eager to avenge 
That loVd, that lost o(»niNuiion, and defend 
A brother's Ufe ; beneath the anewy ana 
Ootstretch'd, the sword of Hyperantiies pasAl 
Throoj^ pi^yrambiis. All the strings of life 
At once relax; nor ftme, nor Greece, demand 
More fkrom his valoor. Prostrate now he lies 
In glories, ripen'd on his blooming head. 
Him shall the Thespian maidens in then- song^ 
Record, once loveliest of the yoothfiil train. 
The gentle, wise, boneficait and brave, 
Grace of bis lineage, and his couDtry's boast. 
If ow fall'n. Elysiom to Us parthig soul 
Uncloses. So the cedar, which supreme 
AmoE^ the groves of libanns hath tow^'d. 
Uprooted, low'rs hb graceftil top, prefen'd. 
For dignity of growfli, some royal dome 
Or heaVn-devoted fiibric to adorn. 
Piomedon barsts forward. Roand his friend 
He heaps destmctioD. Troops of wailing ^osts 
Attend thy shade, fUl'n hero! Long prevail'd 
His fttrioos arm in vengeance nncontroird ; 
Till four Assyrians on his shelving spear. 
Ere from a Cissian's proatrate body freed. 
Their ponderous maoes all dischai^. It broke. 
Still witii a shatter'd tmncheon he maintains 
U neqnal fi^t. Impetnoos, through his eye 
The well^dm'd fragment penetrates the brain 
Of one bold warrior ; there the sptinter'd wood* 
Infis'd, remains. The hero last onshealhs 
His falchion broad. A second sees aghast 
His entrails open'd. Severed from a third. 
The head, steel-cas'd, descends. In blood is roU'd 
The grizzly beard. That effort breaks the Made 
Short frmn its hilt. The Grecian stands disam^d. 
The fonrth, Astaqpes, prood Chaldaean lon|» 
Is nigh. He litis his iron-plated mace. 
This, while a duster of anziHar friends 
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Hang on tlie Gredan shield, to earth depressed, 

Xroads with onerriDg blows the battia'd helm ; 

nil on the ground Diomedon extends 

Ills mighty limbe. So, weaken'd by the ftorce 

Of some tremendous enginei which the hand 

Of Man impels, a citadel, bif^-towVd, 

Whence darts, and fire, and mins, long have aw'd 

Begirding legions, yields at last, and spreads 

Its dieaniting ramparts on die ground ; 

Joy fills th' assailants, and the battle's tide 

Whelms o^er the wid'ning breach. The Pcrstani thns 

O'er the late-feaiM Diomedon advanc'd 

Against the Grecian remnant; when behold 

Leonida^ I At once their ardoor fhxee. 

He had awhile behind his friends retir'd. 

Oppressed by labour. Pointless was his spear. 

His buckler cleft. As, overworn by storms, 

A vessel steers to smne protecting bay ; 

Tlien, soon as dniely gales inviting curl 

The azore floods, to Neptnne shews again 

Her masts, aj^Mrell'd fresh In shroads and sails, 

Which court the vigVoos wind ; so Sparta's Icing, 

In strength repair'd, a spear and buckler new 

Presents to Asia. Tnm her Ueeding ranks 

Hydames, nrg'd by destiny, approach'd. 

He, proudly vaunting, left an intuit race, 

A qxnse, lamenting on the distant veige 

Of Bactrian Ochns. Victory in vain 

He, parting, promis'd. Wanton hope will sport 

Hound his cold lieart no longer. Grecian spoils. 

Imagined triumphs, pictured on his mind, 

Fbte wilt erase for ever. Through the targe. 

The thickHoaaird coradet, his divided chest 

Of bony strength admits the hostile spear* 

l/eonMaA draws back the steely point. 

Bent and enfieebled by the forceftal blow. 

Meantime within his buckler's rim, unseen, 

Amphistf ens stealing, in th* unguarded flank 

His dagger struck. In slow efitask>n ooiM 

Hie Mood, fhoi Hercules deriv'd ; but death 

Not yet had reach'd his mark. Th' fakUgnant king 

OfipA irresistibly the Fenian% throat 



82S LEONIDAS. 

He dragi hiin pratratek Fiikae, cormpCf and base, 
FallMkwa, fell, pr&«aiinait wtoi he 
Among tyrannic satraps Tbry^ jdn'd 
Beneath th' oppreasion of hu rnthleas gwwy. 
Her soil had oBoe been fhiltftil; once her towns 
Were popolous and rich. The direfol change. 
To naked fields and cnunbling roofii, dedar'd 
Th* accors'd Amphiatreos govenM» Aa the tpear 
Of Tyrian Cadmos rivetted to earth 
The pois'noos dragon, whoae infectiooa breadi 
HadMaitedallBoBotia; aothfeldng 
On prone Amphiitreos traniplii^, to the rock 
Naila down the tyrant, and'the fraotnred staff 
Leaves in hb pandng body. But (he blood. 
Great hero, dropping firoui thy wound, reaves 
The hopes of Persia. Thy nnyiekling arm 
Upholds the conflict stUl. Against thy shield 
The various weapons shiver, and thy feet 
With glitt'ring pmnts surround. The Lydian sword. 
The Persian daf^^, leave thdbr shatter'd hills ; 
Bent te the Caspian acymetor; tiie lance, 
« The javelin, dart and arrow, all combine 
Their fruidess efforts. From Alddes sprung. 
Thou stand'at unshaken, Uke a Thracian hill. 
Like Rhodope, or Hsmns; where ia vain 
The thnnd'rer pUmts his livid bolt; in vain 
Keen-pointed Ughtningp ]nerce th' encrusted aoow ; 
And winter, beating widi eternal war. 
Shakes from his dreary wings discordant storms. 
Chill sleet, and datf ring hail. Advancing bold. 
His rapid lance Abrocomes i« vain 
Aims at the foVdiead of Laconia's diief. 
He, not unguarded, rears his active blade 
Athwart the dan^rous blow, whose ftiry vraates 
Above his crest in air. Then, swifdy wheelM, 
The ponderous weapon cleaves the Porsiatf s knee 
Sheer dirongh the parted bone. He sidelong fells, 
Cmsh'd on the ground beneath contending feet, 
Great Xerxes' brother yields the last remains 
Of tortnr'd life. Leonidas persists; 
Till Agis calls Dieneoes, alarms 
Demopbilos, MegUtias: they o*er piles 
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or Alarodian and Sasperian dead 
Haute to their leader; they before him raise 
The brazen bulwark of their xaaay shields. 
The foremost rank of Asia stands and bleeds. 
The rest recoil: but Hyperanthes swift 
From band to band his variooa host pervades, 
Theur drooping hopes rekindles, in the brave 
l^ew fortitnde excites, the frigid heart 
Of fear he warms. Astaspes first obeys. 
Vain of his Irirth, from ancient Belos drawn, 
ProQd of his wealthy stores, his stately dmnes. 
More proad in recent victory: his mi^t 
Has foil'd Flataea's chief. Before the front 
He strides impetnons. His triomphant mace 
Against the brave Dieneces he bends. 
The weighty blow bears down th' opposing shield. 
And breaks the Spartan's shoalder. Idle hangs 
The weak defence, and loads th' inactive arm, 
Depriv'd of ev'ry function. Agis bares 
His vengefol blade. At two welHevell'd strokes. 
Of bodi his hands, high brandishing the mace. 
He motilates die foe. A Sadan diief 
Springi on the victor. Jazartes' banks 
To this brave savage gave his name xad birth. 
His look erect, his bold deportment, spoke 
A gallant spirit, but nntam'd by laws. 
With dreary wilds familiar, and a race 
Of rude Barbarians, horrid as their dime. 
fVom its direction ^anc'd the Spartan spear, 
Which, upward borne, o'ertnm'd his iron cone. 
Black o'er his forehead fall the naked locks ; 
They aggravate his ftary ; while his foe. 
Repeats the stroke and penetrates his chest. 
Th' intrepid Sacian -through Us breast and back 
Recdves the grinding steel. Along the staff 
He writhes his tortni'd body ; in his grasp 
A barbed arrow frotn his qnlver shakes; 
Deep in the streaming throat of Agis hides 
The deadly point; then grimly smiles and dies^ 

From him fate tiastens to a nobler prey, 
Dieneces. His undefended Arame 
The shield abandons, sliding from his arm. 
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IlisbRUtbgoiMbyjavcIiiB. On the foe 

He hnriithein bade, cxtncted from his wonndi. 

lifc, 3rkldiiig alow to destiny^ «t lengfli 

Fonika hii riven heart; nor less in death 

llNnaopf he he graces than before 

By martial deeds and oondocf. What can stem 

Tlie barb'roos torreott Apa Heeds. Ilis sp^ar 

lies oaelea!, irrecoverably plangM 

In JaxartesflB body. Low reclines 

Dienecca. Leoiddas himself, 

O'eriabonr'd, woonded, with his dinted sword 

The rafe of war can exerdse no more. 

One last, one f^orioos etSaii age performs. 

Demophilns, Megiatias, join their might. 

They diedc Hut tide of conquest; while the spar 

Of slain Dieneces to Sparta's chief 

The fUming Agis bears. THe pointed adi. 

In that dire hand for battle rear'd anew. 

Blasts ev*ry Ferdan'S valoor. Back in heaps 

They roU, confounded ; by their gen'ral's voicp 

In vain exhorted longer to endure 

The ceaseless waste of that nnconqnerM ann. 

So, when the giants from Olympos cbas*d 

Th' inferior gods, themselves in terror shun'd 

Th' incessant streams of li|^tning, where the hand 

Of heavVs great fkther with eternal might 

Snstaitt'd the dreadftil conffict. O'er the field 

Awhile Bellona gives the battle rest, 

Vhen Thespia*s leader and Megistim drop 

At either ade of Lacedsemon's king. 

Beneath the wdgbt of years uid labour bend 

The hoary warriors. Not a groan molests 

nieir parting spirits; but in deatli's calm night 

AU-dlent rinks each venerable head. 

Like aged oaks, whose deep-descending roots 

Had pierc'd resistless through a craggy slope ; 

lliere, during three long centuries, have brav'd 

Mallgnaot Enms, and the boist'rous north; 

Till, bare and sapless by corroding time, 

'Withoat a blast, their mossy trunks recline 

Before their parent hill. Not one ivmains. 

But Agis, near Leonidas, wliose hand 
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The last kind ofBec to Us friend performs, 
EiKtractB the $aciai)»B arrow. Life, releai^d. 
Poors forth in crioison floods. O Agis, pale 
Thy pladd features, rigid are thy limbs ; 
They lose their graces. Dimm'd, thy eyes reveal 
The native goodness of thy heait no more. 
Yet other graces spring. The noble corse 
Lieonidas surveys. A panse he finds. 
To mark how lovely are the patriot's wounds. 
And see those honours on the breast he iov'd. 
Bnt Hyperanthes from the trembling ranks 
Of Asia's towVs, inflexibly resoVd 
The Persian glory to redeem, or fall. 
The Spartan, worn by toil, his languid arm 
Uplifts once more. He waits the dauntless prince. 
The heroes now stand adverse. Eadi awhile 
Restrains his valour. Each, admiring views 
H& godlike foe. At length their brandlsh*d points 
Provoke the contest, fitted soon to close 
The long-continu'd horrors of the day. 
Fiz'd in amaze and fear, the Asian throng, 
Unmov'd and silent, on their bucklers pause. 
Thns on the wastes of India, while the earth 
Beneath him groans, the elephant is seen. 
His huge proboscis writhing, to defy 
The str<mg rhinoceros, whose ponderous horn 
Is newly whetted on a rock. Anon 
Each hideous bulk encounters. Earth her groan 

Redoubles. TremUing, from their covert gaze 
Th^ savage inmates of surrounding woods 

In distant terror. By ti^e vary'd art 

Of either chief tlie dubious combat long 

Its great event retarded. Now his lance 

Far throng the hostile shield Laoonia's king 

Impell'd. Aside the Persian swung his arm. 

Beneath it paas'd the weapon, which his targe 

Encuraber'd. Hopes of conquest and renown 

El^e his courage. Sudden he directs 

His rapU javelin to the Spartan's throi^. 

But he hb wary buckler upward raised. 

Which o'er his shoulder tnm'd the glancing steel ; 

For one last effort then his scatter'd strength 
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CoUMliiil, kvdPd Willi reastloi force 

The III win orb, and daafa'd its braen verge 

¥M CO the Perriaa^ ftireheMl. Jkrnn he i 

Mlthool « groan exfiirijig, aa o'ent hebnM 

Boiealh a marUe fragment, flnom its leat 

Hieav'd by a wliiiiwind, sweeping o^ tlie ri^ 

or some aspiring mansion. OenVons prinee ! 

WlMt eoold his yakmr mote? His sinf^e mii^ 

He malciiM with great Leonidas, and fell 

Before fato native bands. The Spartan Ung 

Now stands alone. In lieaps liis alanglitecM friends. 

All stretcfa'd around him, lie. Hie distant foes 

Show^ on his head Innamerable darts. 

"From varioos slaices gosh the vital floods; 

They stain his fainting Kmtaa. Vor yet with pain 

His brow is dooded; bat those beanteoos womid^ 

Hie sacred pledges of his own renown. 

And Sparta'^ aftty, in serenest Joy 

His dodng eye contemplates. Fsme can twine 

Ko brii^iter lanrels round his glorioos head j 

His virtue more to labour ftte forbids. 

And lays him now ha h<moarable rest. 

To seal hb coontry's libeity by death. 
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